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US troops 
leaving as 
Iraq says 
ISIS beaten 

By Susannah George 
AND Qassim Abdul-Zahra 

Associated Press 

AL-ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq 
— American troops have started 
to draw down from Iraq following 
Baghdad’s declaration of victory 
over Islamic State last year, ac¬ 
cording to Western contractors at 
a U.S.-led coalition base in Iraq. 

In Baghdad, an Iraqi govern¬ 
ment spokesman on Monday con¬ 
firmed to The Associated Press 
that the drawdown has begun, 
though he stressed it was still in 
its early stages and doesn’t mark 
the beginning of a complete pull¬ 
out of U.S. forces. 

Dozens of American soldiers 
have been transported from Iraq 
to Afghanistan on daily flights 
over the past week, along with 
weapons and equipment, the con¬ 
tractors said. 

An AP reporter at the Al-Asad 
base in western Iraq saw troop 
movements reflecting the con¬ 
tractors’ account. The contractors 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
in line with regulations and de¬ 
clined to reveal the exact size of 
the drawdown. 

“Continued coalition presence 
in Iraq will be conditions-based, 
proportional to the need and in 
coordination with the govern¬ 
ment of Iraq,” coalition spokes¬ 
man Army Col. Ryan Dillon told 
the AP when asked for comment. 

Government spokesman Saad 
al-Hadithi said, “The battle 
against Daesh has ended, and so 
the level of the American pres¬ 
ence will be reduced.” Daesh is 
the Arabic language acronym for 
ISIS. 

Al-Hadithi spoke just hours 
after AP reported the American 
drawdown — the first since the 
war against ISIS was launched 
over three years ago. 

SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 4 
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Big game's worth early rise for fans downrange 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — About 
two dozen football fans gathered 
at NATO’s Resolute Support 
headquarters in the early hours 
of Monday morning to watch the 
New England Patriots take on the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the 2018 
Super Bowl. 

The viewing event at the base’s 
dining hall began at 3:30 a.m., 30 
minutes before kickoff 

Servicemembers watched a 
recorded message by President 
Donald Trump broadcast be¬ 
fore the game in which he said 
he hoped the entertainment of¬ 
fered them “much deserved 
relaxation.” 

“I was struggling to get up, but 
it was worth it. These guys are 
my friends,” said Air Force 1st 
Lt. Nicolle Roose, pointing to two 
airmen next to her. 

One of them, lifelong Patriots 
fan 1st Lt. Tim Judge, wore the 
team’s dark blue jersey over his 
uniform. 

“I wasn’t going to miss the 
Super Bowl, even if it is at 3:30 
in the morning,” Judge said, add¬ 
ing that while the event was nice, 
it was “not even close” to being 
like home. “For one, there’s no 
alcohol in these things,” he said, 
pointing to a can of alcohol-free 
Amstel beer. 

US. troops are banned from 
drinking in Afghanistan. Another 
tradition missing in Afghanistan 
was Super Bowl commercials. 
American Forces Network, which 
broadcast the game, was prohib¬ 
ited from airing them. 

Instead, breaks were filled with 
public service announcements 
and recorded messages of thanks 


from football players. 

Despite the early hour, food 
staples like chicken wings, na- 
chos and deep-fried mozzarella 
were available, and a large Super 
Bowl cake was made. 

“There’s a good atmosphere 
in here,” said California native 
Army Sgt. Oscar Ortiz. “I’ve 
been an Eagles fan since I was in 
the sixth grade, and it’s good to 
be able to 


I wasn’t 
going to 
miss the 
Super 
Bowi, even 
if it is at 
3:30 in the 
morning. ^ 

1st Lt. Tim 
Judge 

viewed the 
event at NATO’s 
Resolute Support 
Headquarters in 
Kabul 


watch 
them.” 

The 

number of 
spectators 
fluctuated 
throughout 
the morn¬ 
ing, with a 
spike at 6 
a.m., when 
breakfast 
began. 
About 7:30 
a.m., when 
the Eagles 
had de¬ 
feated the 
Patriots 41- 
33, cheers 
filled the 


dining hall. 

Josh Goemey, a retired Army 
colonel, current civilian employee 
and Patriots fan, said that despite 
his team’s loss he was glad he got 
up early to watch the game. 

“I had two ‘near beers,’ so I 
can kind of mentally put myself 
in the right state,” he joked. “I’m 
not one of these guys were every¬ 
thing is dependent on who wins 
the game. It’s all good. If you’re 
around friends, you’re having a 
good time.” 


wellman.phillipdistripes.com 
Twitter: ©pwwellman 



Photos by Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


Above: Army Sgt. Oscar Ortiz, standing, and other football fans at NATO’s Resolute Support 
headquarters in Kabul, A^hanistan, celebrate after the Philadelphia Eagles score a touchdown during 
Super Bowl Lll on Monday. Below: Servicemembers and contractors watch the final moments of the 
game, left, as New England Patriots fans iook dejected in the final moments, right. 
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Japanese 

combat 

helicopter 

crashes 

By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — A Japanese military 
helicopter crashed in southwest¬ 
ern Japan on Monday, killing one 
of its two crewmembers and rip¬ 
ping the top floor off a house and 
setting it on fire, officials said. 

The Boeing AH-64 combat he¬ 
licopter, belonging to the Ground 
Self-Defense Force’s Metabaru 
training camp, crashed in Kan- 
zaki city in Saga prefecture seven 
minutes after taking off on a test 
flight after routine maintenance, 
defense officials said. 

The Defense Ministry said the 
copilot suffered heart and lung 
failure and was later pronounced 
dead, and the pilot was initially 
listed as missing. 

Public broadcaster NHK 
showed orange flames and black 
smoke rising from the charred 
house, which had its upper floor 
torn off Witnesses reported a big 
boom and ripping noises from the 
sky before the crash. 

An 11-year-old girl was the only 
one of the four residents of the 
damaged house who was home at 
the time and managed to escape, 
according to Saga prefecture’s 
disaster department. It said she 
suffered a minor knee injury. The 
house next door and a storage 
building were also damaged, the 
disaster department said. 

Defense Minister Itsunori 
Onodera said the helicopter fell 
nose down after losing contact 
with air traffic control. He said 
the cause of the accident is under 
investigation. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe or¬ 
dered the grounding of all 12 heli¬ 
copters of the same type for safety 
checks, Kyodo News agency re¬ 
ported. The crash follows a series 
of emergency landings and other 
incidents involving U.S. military 
aircraft on Japan’s southern is¬ 
land of Okinawa. 



Ami Takahashi, Kyodo News/AP 


Smoke billows from the site where a Japanese military helicopter carrying two crewmembers crashed in 
Kanzaki, southwestern Japan on Monday, ripping the top floor off a house and setting it on fire. 



Ryosuke Uematsu, Kyodo News/AP 

Four residents of the house damaged by the crash are thought to have been away at the time. 


US sailor 
arrested 
in Japan 

By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A sailor assigned to the 
aircraft carrier USS Ronald Rea¬ 
gan was arrested by Tokyo po¬ 
lice Saturday after being accused 
of sexual assault, the Navy said 
Monday. 

Navy officials would not identify 
the sailor. 

“We are cooperating with Jap¬ 
anese authorities,’’ U.S. Naval 
Forces Japan spokeswoman 
Cmdr. Reann Mommsen said in 
a statement. “Due to the ongoing 
investigation and privacy con¬ 
cerns, it would be inappropriate 
for us to comment on any addi¬ 
tional details.’’ 

A Navy official told Stars and 
Stripes that the alleged victim was 
not a Japanese national. 

A Tokyo Metropolitan Police 
Department spokesman reached 
Monday afternoon also was un¬ 
able to provide details. 

News of the arrest comes on the 
heels of a short-term alcohol ban 
placed on Ronald Reagan sailors. 
Capt. Michael Donnelly, the ship’s 
commander, implemented the re¬ 
striction Sunday morning after 
an uptick in alcohol-related inci¬ 
dents. The ban was hfted Monday 
afternoon after an all-hands call 
aboard the ship that focused on 
“the importance of safe and pro¬ 
fessional conduct every day, on 
and off duty,’’ Mommsen said. 

One of those incidents involved 
a Ronald Reagan sailor being in¬ 
jured over the weekend at a Yo¬ 
kosuka barracks. Navy officials 
would not provide further details 
but said the incident is under in¬ 
vestigation and that the sailor is in 
stable condition. 

Homeported at Yokosuka, the 
Ronald Reagan is the Navy’s only 
forward-deployed aircraft carrier 
and has a crew of approximately 
3,000 sailors. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 


Okinawa’s anti-US base movement suffers major setback with election loss 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The movement to halt the re¬ 
location of Marine air operations 
within Okinawa prefecture, Japan, 
suffered a m^or setback Sunday 
when Nago’s anti-base mayor was 
defeated by an independent candi¬ 
date backed by Tokyo. 

Taketoyo Toguchi, 56, a former 
Nago assemblyman supported by 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s Lib¬ 
eral Democratic Party, defeated 
incumbent Susumu Inamine, 72, 
by more than 3,450 votes. 

“I am glad [Toguchi] won as I 


thought it would be tough to defeat 
[Inamine],’’ Abe said, according 
to the Asahi newspaper. “We will 
carry out [the relocation] in accor¬ 
dance with the Supreme Court de¬ 
cision with the understanding of 
the citizens,’’ he told Jiji Press. 

Toguchi ran on a platform tout¬ 
ing economic development, while 
Inamine—a close ally of anti-base 
Gov. Takeshi Onaga — remained 
focused on blocking Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma’s relocation 
to Camp Schwab. 

Nago—ground zero for the Oki¬ 
nawa protest movement—is home 
to Schwab and daily small-scale 
demonstrations. Construction is 
underway on a runway into Oura 


Bay that will one day facihtate the 
relocation. 

The Japanese government and 
its American allies have said the 
relocation from a densely packed 
urban area in central Okinawa to a 
seaside plot in the island’s remote 
north is the only option to close 
and return Futenma and ensure 
the safety of residents. Politicians 
hke Onaga and Inamine have ad¬ 
vocated for relocation outside the 
prefecture. 

Toguchi’s victory came as a 
surprise to many on the south¬ 
ern island prefecture on Monday 
morning, as polls right up until the 
election had him trailing. Inamine 
was running for his third consecu¬ 
tive term as mayor. 


Toguchi remained relatively 
mute in victory on the base reloca¬ 
tion issue. He said he would keep 
a close eye on upcoming court 
proceedings initiated by Onaga to 
block the move. 

Inamine lamented that the re¬ 
location did not become the elec¬ 
tion’s central issue. 

“It is regrettable that issue in¬ 
volving the relocation to Henoko 
didn’t become the focus of the 
election. I strongly appealed that 
peace, security and safety are the 
basis for the economy, education 
and social welfare, but the base 
issue was evaded,’’ Inamine said 
after his defeat, according to the 
Mainichi newspaper. 

Onaga said voters did not under¬ 


stand that economic development 
in Nago cannot happen without 
first ensuring “peace and safety.’’ 

“Development of Nago city will 
not stand when there are Osprey 
flying,’’ he said, according to the 
Mainichi report. “It was not un¬ 
derstood (by the voters) since it 
didn’t become the point of the 
election.” 

Analysts and local media reports 
suggest that Inamine’s loss might 
not bode well for Onaga, who loses 
a crucial ally in the northern part 
of the island prefecture. He is up 
for re-election later this year. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
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Iraq: Pentagon 
expected to leave 
4,000 troops in Iraq 



Alex PoTTER/Ihe Washington Post 


Nurse Amin Youssef examines Hamza, whose parents say he just had a febrile seizure, in Ijhala, Iraq. 

Environmental sabotage, chronic 
disease are legacy of Islamic State 


By Tamer El-Ghobashy 
AND JoBY Warrick 
The Washington Post 

QAYYARAH, Iraq — Like any 
typical 15-year-old, Ahmed Jas- 
sim stays glued to his smartphone, 
watching music videos and play¬ 
ing games. In his family’s modest 
living room with dark concrete 
walls, the light from the phone’s 
screen illuminates his handsome 
but gaunt face. 

But unlike his peers, Ahmed 
doesn’t go outside to play soccer 
or fly kites. Simple activities tire 
him out quickly because his heart 
is permanently damaged, the re¬ 
sult of inhaling the smoke that 
blanketed this town of farmers 
and shepherds after Islamic State 
militants ignited nearby oil wells. 

“He hates life. He just hates hfe,” 
his mother. Rehab Fayad, said 
wistfully. “It’s affected him not just 
physically, but psychologically.” 

The militants detonated 25 oil 
wells in a desperate and ultimate¬ 
ly unsuccessful effort to defend 
their terrain against Iraqi security 
forces in 2016 and wreck a prized 
national asset. For nine months, a 
thick, blinding cloud of smoke en¬ 
gulfed Qayyarah and the villages 
that surround it, turning people’s 
skin and sheep’s coats black. 

ISIS’ impact on Iraq’s environ¬ 
ment may be unprecedented and 
permanent, with a toxic legacy 
that includes wide-scale cattle 
deaths, fields that no longer yield 
edible crops and chronic breath¬ 
ing complications in children and 
the elderly, doctors and experts 
said. 

Up to 2 million barrels of oil 
were lost, either burned or spilled, 
between June 2016 and March 
2017, when firefighters put out the 
final blaze, according to a United 
Nations report citing Iraq’s Oil 
Ministry. Environmental experts 
worry that much of the oil has 
seeped into the groundwater and 
the nearby Tigris River — a life¬ 
line for milhons of Iraqis stretch¬ 
ing more than 1,000 miles to 
Baghdad and beyond. 

The militants also torched a sul¬ 
fur plant north of Qayyarah, spew¬ 


ing 35,000 tons of the substance 
into the air, the United Nations 
said. The plant was set ablaze in 
part to help hold off Iraqi security 
forces, according to human rights 
and environmental experts. 

US. officials who have moni¬ 
tored the destruction say that it 
recalls the environmental damage 
done to Kuwait by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s forces when 
they set fire to the country’s oil 
fields in 1991. But unlike in Ku¬ 
wait, the toxins emitted around 
Qayyarah have settled over popu¬ 
lated areas and farmers’ fields. 
Qayyarah and the surrounding 
villages and settlements that abut 
the oil fields are home to about 
100,000 people, according to the 
last census in 2011. 

ISIS carried out a variety of 
environmental sabotage and deg¬ 
radation that blight a vast area, 
extending north to Iraq’s Hamrin 
Mountains and west to the farms 
and oil fields that line the Euphra¬ 
tes River near the Syrian city of 
Deir al-Zour. 

“The damage on the Syrian side 
is right in the country’s breadbas¬ 
ket, and [ISIS] contaminated it 
through industrial practices and 
deliberate sabotage,” said a US. 
official who closely tracked the 
destruction over the past three 
years. The official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

“You’ve got trenches filled with 
oil, oil spilled into the river, and 
soot from burning oil contaminat¬ 
ing the fields,” the official said. 
“All of it makes it harder for the 
next leaders to govern, or even to 
provide clean food and water.” 

Children and the elderly rushed 
to the hospital with breathing 
problems, up to 600 in a three-hour 
period, said Ali Farr^, an internal 
medicine specialist. After the sul¬ 
fur plant was burned, the cases 
became more severe, involving 
skin rashes, severe bronchitis and 
suffocation deaths, he said. 

Ahmed was 13 when he awoke 
one humid September night chok¬ 
ing from the toxic air. His face 
and legs were swollen, and he 
complained to his mother that he 
couldn’t breathe. 


His mother rushed him to a 
nearby clinic run by Doctors 
Without Borders, the French aid 
group, where they discovered that 
fluid was collecting in his lungs. 
He was taken to a hospital in the 
Kurdish capital of Irbil, 65 miles 
to the north. 

After he arrived at the hospi¬ 
tal, Ahmed suffered a stroke. In 
a handwritten report given to 
Ahmed’s mother upon his release, 
doctors noted that he had suffered 
“severe heart failure,” possibly a 
result of his lungs expanding and 
putting pressure on his heart. 

Ahmed’s prospects for proper 
treatment are not good, and his 
chances of receiving psychologi¬ 
cal care for his trauma are even 
worse. 

“We can only afford his heart 
medicine,” his mother said, add¬ 
ing that psychological care is out 
of the question. 

In the village of Ijhala, an hour’s 
drive from Qayyarah’s center, 
farmers have struggled to grow 
their traditional crops of okra, 
tomatoes, cucumber and water¬ 
melon. Herds of sheep that once 
numbered up to 50 are now lim¬ 
ited to about a dozen. 

Villagers rely on Amin Youssef, 
40, a nurse who treats people free 
in a humble one-room clinic. 

He blamed ISIS for the condi¬ 
tion of his village. “They claimed 
to be Muslims,” he said. “They left 
behind a symbol of their Islam: a 
toxic environment that will affect 
future generations.” 

Local and international experts 
say a sustained study of the con¬ 
taminated area is urgently needed 
to prepare for future health effects 
and contain any spread of toxins. 
The United Nations said in a re¬ 
port last year that ongoing efforts 
to remediate the environmental 
impact of the 1991 Kuwait oil fires 
are expected to last until 2020. 

Saif al-Badr, a spokesman for 
Iraq’s Health and Environment 
Ministry, said the government is 
aware of the matter but is over¬ 
whelmed by the magnitude of the 
post-ISIS reckoning — with land 
mines and mass graves receiving 
most of the attention. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

One senior Iraqi official close to 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
said 60 percent of all American 
troops currently in country will 
be withdrawn, according to the 
initial agreement reached with 
the United States. The plan would 
leave a force of about 4,000 US. 
troops to continue training the 
Iraqi military. 

The official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to the media. 

A Pentagon report released in 
November said there were 8,892 
US. troops in Iraq as of late 
September. 

The US. launched airstrikes 
against Islamic State in Iraq in 
August 2014. At the time the mili¬ 
tary intervention was described 
as “limited,” but as Iraq’s mihtary 
struggled to roll back the extrem¬ 
ists, the U.S.-led coalition’s pres¬ 
ence in the country steadily grew. 

“We’ve had a recent change of 
mission, and soon we’ll be sup¬ 
porting a different theater of op¬ 
erations in the coming month,” 
US. Army 1st Lt. William John 
Raymond told the AP at Al-Asad. 

He spoke as he and a handful of 
soldiers from his unit conducted 
equipment inventory checks re¬ 
quired before leaving Iraq. Ray¬ 
mond declined to specify where 
his unit was being redeployed, in 
hne with regulations as the infor- 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An Army 
private missing from her Colo¬ 
rado duty station for years was 
arrested aboard a cruise ship in 
New Orleans last week and will 
be transported to Fort Carson to 
face desertion charges, accord¬ 
ing to law enforcement and Army 
officials. 

Sircaria Coleman, 31, was ar¬ 
rested Jan. 29 by Port of New 
Orleans Harbor Police on an out¬ 
standing desertion warrant issued 
by the Army, said Donnell Jack- 
son, a spokesman for the Port of 
New Orleans. The warrant was 
flagged during the US. Customs 
and Border Protection agency’s 
routine screening of incoming 
passengers boarding the Carnival 
Triumph cruise ship set to depart 
on a Caribbean trip, he said. 

Coleman was an Army private 
when she left her unit — 2nd Bri¬ 
gade, 4th Infantry Division — at 
Fort Carson in November 2005, 
said Aleah Castrejon, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Army post in 
Colorado. 

It was not clear Monday when 


mation has not been made public. 

The drawdown of US. forces 
comes three months ahead of elec¬ 
tions in Iraq, where the indefinite 
presence of American troops con¬ 
tinues to be a divisive issue. 

Al-Abadi, who is looking to re¬ 
main in office for another term, 
has long struggled to balance the 
often competing interests of Iraq’s 
two key allies — Iran and the US. 

While the US. has closely 
backed key Iraqi military victories 
over ISIS, such as the retaking of 
the city of Mosul, Iraq’s Shiite-led 
paramilitary forces with close ties 
to Iran have called for the with¬ 
drawal of US. forces. The prime 
minister has previously stated 
Iraq’s military will need Ameri¬ 
can training for years to come. 

The Iraq drawdown also follows 
the release of the Pentagon’s Na¬ 
tional Defense Strategy that cited 
China’s rapidly expanding mili¬ 
tary and an increasingly aggres¬ 
sive Russia as the US. military’s 
top national security priorities. 

Iraq declared victory over ISIS 
in December after over three 
years of grueling combat against 
the extremists in a war Iraqi forc¬ 
es fought with US. support. 

ISIS maintains a “cellular struc¬ 
ture” of fighters who carry out at¬ 
tacks in Iraq aimed at disrupting 
local security, US. Marine Corps 
Brig. Gen. James Glynn told re¬ 
porters during a Pentagon brief¬ 
ing last month. 


the Army charged Coleman with 
desertion. Court records show 
Coleman was previously arrested 
in August 2012 on a misdemeanor 
marijuana charge in Cado Parish 
in Louisi¬ 
ana, which 
includes her 
hometown 
Shreveport. 
She was re¬ 
leased from 
jail at that 
time on 
$850 bond 
and was not 
flagged for 
extradition 
to Fort Carson, according to the 
records. She did not return to the 
Army following that arrest, Cas¬ 
trejon said. 

On Monday, Coleman was in 
the process of being extradited to 
Fort Carson to face the desertion 
charge, according to court and 
jail records. The charge carries 
a maximum penalty that includes 
five years of imprisonment, a dis¬ 
honorable discharge and forfei¬ 
ture of pay. 

drckstei n .CO rey @strl p'es.co m 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Syria steps up attacks 
on rebel-held regions 



Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 


A civil defense worker carries a wounded man Monday after airstrikes hit the rebel- 
held suburb of eastern Ghouta near Damascus, Syria. 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian government forces 
and their Russian allies stepped up attacks 
on rebel-held areas Monday, killing at least 
23 civilians east of Damascus and striking 
at hospitals and residential buildings in the 
northwestern Idlib province, opposition 
activists reported. 

The assault on Idlib, the last rebel-held 
province in Syria, has intensified in recent 
weeks but reached a new ferocity after 
militants shot down a Russian Su-25 near 
the town of Saraqeb over the weekend. 

Russia has waged a punishing aerial 
campaign against Syria’s armed opposi¬ 
tion since intervening in the civil war on 
the side of its ally. President Bashar Assad, 
in 2015. 

The al-Qaida-linked Levant Liberation 
Committee, which is the strongest mili¬ 
tant group in Idlib, said its fighters downed 
the Russian jet and killed its pilot after he 
ejected from the plane and landed on the 
ground. Russia’s Defense Ministry con¬ 
firmed the downing, saying preliminary 
information indicated the plane was shot 
by a portable ground-to-air missile in an 
area held by al-Qaida militants. 

Government forces have also stepped up 


operations against rebel-held suburbs near 
Damascus known as eastern Ghouta. 

Opposition activists said government 
airstrikes killed at least 23 civilians in the 
area Monday. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights said waves of airstrikes hit at least 
five neighborhoods in the eastern Ghouta, 
the only remaining rebel stronghold near 
the capital, Damascus. The town of Arbeen 
was struck by 15 airstrikes, and airstrikes 
killed six people in Hazeh. 

The activist-run Ghouta Media Cen¬ 
ter also reported that 23 were killed. The 
Observatory says at least 70 have been 
wounded and that the number of casual¬ 
ties is likely to climb as rescue operations 
are underway. Among those killed was a 
rescue worker from the first-responders 
group known as the White Helmets. The 
two groups say he died on duty in Arbeen. 

An estimated 400,000 people live in east¬ 
ern Ghouta, which is besieged by govern¬ 
ment forces. 

In Idlib, a hospital in the town of Kaf- 
ranbel was bombed early Monday, accord¬ 
ing to the activist-run Edlib Media Center 
and the Observatory. Another hospital, in 
Maaret al-Numan, was struck three times 
late Sunday and put out of service, accord¬ 


ing to the Syrian American Medical Soci¬ 
ety, which runs the facility. An apartment 
building in the city of Idlib, the provin¬ 
cial capital, was also destroyed, said the 
Observatory. 

“It’s just punishment,” said Wissam 
Zarqa, a media activist in Idlib. “When you 
are targeting hospitals, targeting Idlib city, 
it’s just to say T am here, and I can hurt 
you.’” 

Last Tuesday, a hospital supported by 
Doctors Without Borders in Saraqeb was 
damaged in an airstrike that killed five 


people, according to the international aid 
group. 

On Sunday, a search-and-rescue group 
and a medical charity reported that sev¬ 
eral people suffered breathing difficulties 
after a suspected chlorine gas attack on 
Saraqeb, days after the Trump administra¬ 
tion accused Assad’s government of pro¬ 
ducing and using “new kinds of weapons” 
to deliver poisonous gases. Damascus de¬ 
nied the White House’s charges, and The 
Associated Press could not independently 
verify the reports of a chlorine gas attack. 


Turks back Syrian offensive, criticize US ties with Kurds 


By Erin Cunningham 

The Washington Post 

ISTANBUL — On a celebrity gossip 
show here, the hosts recently projected 
the Instagram profiles of Turkish actors 
and pop stars on the screen and berated 
those who had not yet posted support for 
Turkey’s military offensive in Syria. 

“There are those celebrities who even 
post when they go to the bathroom,” one 
host quipped. “They could just post a lit¬ 
tle thing saying, ‘I prayed and would pray 
again for the soldiers.’ ” 

Disdainfully, the hosts flashed through 
more accounts, calling out those they 
faulted for ignoring the operation, which 
seeks to oust Kurdish fighters officially 
portrayed as terrorists. 

Since the offensive began last month 
in the Afrin enclave just over the border, 
Turkish media and public opinion have 
rallied around the government, stirring 
nationalist sentiment and giving a boost to 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is 
up for re-election by next year. 

On newsstands, headlines have blared 
support, and imams in mosques through¬ 
out the country have prayed for a military 
victory. Authorities have detained hun¬ 
dreds of people — including doctors and 
writers — for criticizing the assault. Even 
opposition leaders have fallen in line. 

Erdogan has deftly framed the Afrin 
battle as an extension of Turkey’s war with 
Kurdish insurgents at home, tapping into 
years of public anger with the militant 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, which 
is linked to the Kurdish fighters in north¬ 
ern Syria. 

In waging what has been dubbed “Oper¬ 
ation Olive Branch,” he is also exploiting a 
surge of anti-Americanism among Turks, 
arising in part from US. military support 
for the Syrian Kurds. The Syrian Kurdish 
militia, called the YPG, or People’s Pro¬ 
tection Units, has been a crucial American 
ally in the campaign to oust Islamic State 



Murat Cetinmuhurdar, pool PHOTo/via AP 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
holds olive branches as he addresses 
members of his political party in Batman, 
Turkey, on Saturday. A Turkish military 
action against Kurds in Syria has been 
dubbed “Operation Olive Branch.” 

from Syria. 

Since the operation began, public opin¬ 
ion polls have shown a large majority of 
Turks supporting the offensive. One poll, 
conducted by Turkey’s MAK research 
company and cited widely by pro-govern¬ 
ment media, said 82 percent of respondents 
believed that the operation will succeed. 
Ninety percent said the United States is 
“behind” the PKK and YPG. 

That broad distrust of the United States 
comes at a time when, Turkish commen¬ 
tators say, relations between the two long¬ 
time allies have sunk to their lowest point 
since Turkey joined NATO in 1952. 

During recent interviews in Istanbul, in 
working-class and upscale neighborhoods 
alike, Turks repeatedly questioned why 
the United States had joined forces with 
the YPG, which they see as inextricably 
linked to the PKK and thus to bomb at¬ 


tacks inside Turkey. 

“I am not a government supporter,” said 
Yadagar Karakul, 30, an event coordinator. 
But in Afrin, he said, the government “is 
protecting Turkey’s territory against ter¬ 
rorists on the border.” 

“Nowhere in the world can you form an 
agreement with a terrorist organization,” 
he said, referring to the YPG. 

At a teahouse in the conservative To- 
phane neighborhood in Istanbul, Ihsan 
Gumus, 39, defended the operation. 

“Syria has become a problem for the 
entire world,” said Gumus, who is unem¬ 
ployed. “And if there is a terror organiza¬ 
tion on the border like the government 
says, then I support it.” 

The Turkish offensive, including air and 
ground operations, aims to establish a buf¬ 
fer zone inside northern Syria enforced 
by Turkish-backed forces. The YPG was 
initially formed to protect Kurdish popu¬ 
lations amid the chaos of the Syrian civil 
war. 

Erdogan has said that after neutraliz¬ 
ing Afrin, Turkey plans to extend its Syr¬ 
ian campaign eastward and oust the YPG 
fighters from the Kurdish-controlled city 
of Manbij. That could bring Turkish forces 
into direct conflict with the US., which has 
an undisclosed number troops in that city. 

In a phone call with Erdogan on Jan. 24, 
President Donald Trump urged Turkey to 
“de-escalate, limit its military actions and 
avoid civilian casualties,” according to a 
White House account. Gen. Joseph Votel, 
commander of US. Central Command, told 
CNN recently that withdrawing from Man¬ 
bij was “not something we’re looking into.” 

Writing in the conservative daily news¬ 
paper Karar, which is sometimes critical 
of Erdogan and his ruling party, colum¬ 
nist Mustafa Karaalioglu said the military 
campaign requires Turkish solidarity. 

“With 11 days of the operation behind 
us,” he wrote, “almost the entire coun¬ 
try shares the same feeling” about the 
offensive. 


Another columnist, Ibrahim Karagul, 
writing in the pro-government Yeni Safak 
newspaper, minced few words in criticiz¬ 
ing the United States. 

“The US. is now the... greatest and most 
open threat for Turkey. It is an enemy 
country. The US. is the one that released 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and 
Daesh on us,” Karagul wrote, using an Ar¬ 
abic term for ISIS. Our “ties with the US. 
have no meaning left.” 

The enthusiasm for the offensive high¬ 
lights how Turkish public opinion has 
evolved in recent years, from opposition to 
intervention in Syria’s war to support for 
what could be an open-ended operation. 

At home, Turks also once backed gov¬ 
ernment peace talks with the PKK — 
which has waged a decadeslong struggle 
for Kurdish autonomy — resulting in a 
cease-fire from 2013 to 2015. Since then, 
however, Turkey has been roiled by myri¬ 
ad crises, hardening attitudes toward both 
Syria and the Kurds, who number about 15 
million inside Turkey. There are another 
2 million Kurds in Syria, where they now 
administer key stretches of territory. 

Analysts say Erdogan is taking advan¬ 
tage of recent domestic instability, includ¬ 
ing renewed fighting with the PKK inside 
Turkey and a string of deadly attacks by 
ISIS, in hopes of turning public fears into 
votes next year. 

Soner Cagaptay, author of “The New 
Sultan: Erdogan and the Crisis of Modern 
Turkey,” called the military campaign a 
“masterstroke” by the president. 

“He’s mobilizing his base,” Cagaptay 
said. “The media has already decided that 
he has a victory.” And if Erdogan decides 
to call early elections, he said, “Afrin could 
help catapult him to a clear sweep at the 
polls.” 

But Erdogan could falter if the govern¬ 
ment overplays its hand. 

“If Turkey gets bogged down in Afrin, 
everything goes out the window,” Cagap¬ 
tay said. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


A ‘CHAOS STATE' 

Outside Yemen’s rebel-held capital, stalemated war rages on 




Photos by Jon Gambrell/AP 


Top: A Yemeni militiaman allied with the country’s internationally recognized government stands guard on the outskirts of Sanaa, 
Yemen, on Friday. Above: Iwo Yemeni soldiers walk on a mountainside exposed to territory controlled by Shiite Houthi rebels below. 



Above: Yemeni soldiers talk near the front lines. Below: A man who is standing at a 
checkpoint held by Yemeni forces waves. 



By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF SANAA, 
Yemen 

n the rocky highlands outside of 
Yemen’s rebel-held capital, it quickly 
becomes clear how the Arab world’s 
poorest country remains mired in a 
stalemated civil war. 

Soldiers and militiamen loyal to Yemen’s 
internationally recognized government de¬ 
scribe having a tantahzing view on a clear 
day of Sanaa’s international airport from 
the moonscape mountains. The price is a 
steady barrage of incoming fire on the ex¬ 
posed hillside from Shiite rebels, known as 
Houthis, that makes any further advance 
treacherous, even with the aid of Saudi-led 
airstrikes. 

The nearly three-year civil war, pitting 
the Saudi-led coalition against the rebels, 
has killed more than 10,000 people, dis¬ 
placed 2 milhon and helped spawn a devas¬ 
tating cholera epidemic — and yet the front 
lines have hardly moved. 

“In mountainous areas like this, it’s dif¬ 
ficult. The American Army struggled with 
that in Afghanistan,” Yemeni M^. Gen. 
Nasser Ali al-Daibany told Associated Press 
reporters who were granted access to the 
front lines on a tour organized by the Saudi- 
led coalition. “But for us, this won’t slow 
us down ... because our boys, our fighters, 
were trained in these mountains, so they 
are the sons of this area.” 

The comparison to Afghanistan, where 
the US. war is now 16 years old, feels apt. 

Yemen has also seen decades of conflict, 
first with the 1960s civil war that ended 
North Yemen’s monarchy. Fighting be¬ 
tween Marxist South Yemen and the north 
followed. Yemen unified in 1990, but resent¬ 
ment persisted under 22 years of klepto- 
cratic rule by Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Yemen’s 2011 Arab Spring protests ulti¬ 
mately forced Saleh to resign, but he con¬ 
tinued to wield power behind the scenes 
and maintained the loyalty of many armed 
forces commanders. In 2014, he formed an 
alliance with the Houthis — who he had 
gone to war with in the past — and helped 
them capture the capital, Sanaa. 

The Saudi coalition 

Saudi Arabia entered the conflict the fol¬ 
lowing year, at the head of an Arab coali¬ 
tion heavily supported by the United Arab 
Emirates. They have sought to restore the 
internationally recognized government, led 
by President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, 
who is based in Saudi Arabia and whose 
rule is largely confined to the southern port 
city of Aden. 

Riyadh views the Houthis as an Iranian 
proxy, and both Saudi Arabia and the Unit¬ 
ed States say Tehran has provided the long- 
range missiles the rebels have fired into 
the kingdom. While Tehran supports the 
Houthis, it denies arming them. 

The Saudi-led coahtion has waged a dev¬ 
astating air campaign, repeatedly striking 
markets, medical facilities and civilian tar¬ 
gets. The UN. has attributed more than half 
of reported child civilian casualties in the 
conflict to the coalition and calls Yemen the 
worst humanitarian crisis in the world. 


As the war has dragged on it has become 
more muddled, with internal conflicts 
erupting on both sides. Saleh broke with the 
Houthis last year and appeared to switch 
sides, only to be gunned down by the rebels. 
In recent days, southern separatists backed 
by the UAE have clashed with forces loyal 
to Hadi in Aden. Al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, long seen as one of the most 
sophisticated offshoots of the global ter¬ 
rorism network, has exploited the chaos to 
regroup. 

“Yemen has become in many senses a 
‘chaos state,’ a place where the central gov¬ 
ernment has either collapsed or lost control 
of large segments of the territory,” Chatham 
House expert Peter Sahsbury recently 
wrote. “Yet ‘chaos’ is a relative term. Al¬ 
though Yemen indeed appears to be chaotic 
from the outside, it contains its own internal 
logic, economies and political” powers. 

Kalashnikovs everywhere 

All of that can be seen in Marib, a prov¬ 
ince bordering Saudi Arabia and the north¬ 
eastern highlands held by the Houthis. 
Nearly every man and some boys have 
Kalashnikov assault rifles slung over their 
shoulders, making it difficult to tell civil¬ 
ians from combatants at first glance. Many 
drivers don’t bother with license plates. 

Saudi Arabia backs Marib’s local gover¬ 
nor, Sultan al-Aradah. He holds power with 
tribal militias and fighters from Islah, Ye¬ 
men’s main Sunni Islamist pohtical party 
with ties to the Muslim Brotherhood, of 
which the UAE remains wary. Irregular 
forces man checkpoints across the prov¬ 
ince, and gunfire echoes day and night in 
the provincial capital. 

AP reporters were taken to a peak 30 
miles from Sanaa International Airport, 
just inside Sanaa province. The front lines 
haven’t changed dramatically in recent 
months, though the Saudi-backed forces 
have clawed back some hillsides. 

Here in the mountains, militiamen and 
soldiers point to crevices and man-made 
caves used by rebels fighters before they 
were driven back two months ago. They 
say they retook the area, called “Sniper’s 
Mountain,” after heavy losses from gunfire 
and land mines. Spent mortar rounds and 


bullet casings litter the ground. The corpse 
of a Houthi fighter rotted nearby. 

Apache attack helicopters could help, 
the soldiers said. Al-Daibany, the gener¬ 
al, said authorities have a plan to slowly 
squeeze Sanaa while trying to allow civil¬ 
ians free passage from the capital. 

But for now, the war continues, one whis¬ 
tling shell at a time. Col. Yahya al-Hatimi, 


who has lost three brothers to the fighting, 
gestured to his village, across the front lines 
and visible from the mountaintop. His fam¬ 
ily still lives in the area, something that 
caused him to pause for a moment, over¬ 
come by emotion. 

“I miss my life. I’m missing my life and 
my family,” he said. “But we are promising 
here that I am arriving” soon. 


^ I miss my life. I’m missing my life and my family. But we are promising here that I am arriving (soon). ^ 

Col. Yahya al-Hatimi 

Yemeni soldier 
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Some states, cities 
take lead in effort 
to ban bump stocks 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


A device called a bump stock is attached to a semi-automatic rifle at 
the Gun Vault store and shooting range in South Jordan, Utah. 


By Lisa Marie Pane 
Associated Press 

In the immediate aftermath of 
the deadly mass shooting in Las 
Vegas, there was a fevered pitch to 
ban bump stocks, the device that 
allowed the shooter’s semi-auto¬ 
matic rifles to mimic the rapid fire 
of machine guns. 

With that push stalled at the fed¬ 
eral level, a handful of states and 
some cities are moving ahead with 
bans of their own. 

Massachusetts and New Jer¬ 
sey — two states led by Republi¬ 
can governors — as well as the 
cities of Denver and Columbia, 
S.C., have enacted laws prohibit¬ 
ing the sale and possession of the 
devices, which were attached to a 
half-dozen of the long guns found 
in the hotel room of the Las Vegas 
shooter who in October killed 
58 people and injured hundreds 
more attending a nearby outdoor 
concert. A little over a dozen other 
states are also considering bans 
on bump stocks. 

Gun control advocates say the 


push fits a pattern in gun politics: 
inaction in Washington that forces 
states to take the lead. Gun rights 
advocates call it a knee-jerk reac¬ 
tion that will do little to stop bad 
guys from killing and vow a legal 
challenge. 

For Zach Elmore, the issue is 
deeply personal. His sister was 
among those wounded in the Las 
Vegas attack. He finds hope in the 
statewide and local efforts to ban 
bump stocks. 

“Hopefully, it’s the start of a big 
movement versus just a flash in 
the pan,” Elmore said. “Obviously, 
you cannot legislate (against) evil, 
but you can legislate the things 
with which bad people will use to 
perpetrate evil.” 

The devices were originally 
intended to help people with dis¬ 
abilities and were little known 
and little sold until the Las Vegas 
shooting. They fit over the stock 
and pistol grip of a semi-automatic 
rifle and allow the weapon to fire 
rapidly, some 400 to 800 rounds 
per minute, mimicking a fully au¬ 
tomatic firearm. 


The federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo¬ 
sives reviewed the devices and ap¬ 
proved them in 2010, ruhng they 
did not amount to machine guns 
that are regulated under the Na¬ 
tional Firearms Act that dates to 
the 1930s. 

Richard Vasquez was assistant 
chief of the ATF’s technology bu¬ 
reau and led the review of bump 
stocks. He stands by the agency’s 
2010 ruling, which rehed on a key 
difference between semi-automat¬ 
ic and fully automatic firearms: 
While semi-automatic firearms 
require a separate and indepen¬ 
dent pull of the trigger to fire a 
bullet, fully automatic firearms 
can fire multiple rounds with a 
single trigger pull. ATF deter¬ 
mined bump stocks didn’t convert 
a semi-automatic firearm into one 
that is fully auto. 

“It’s a proper determination. 
Everybody wants to jump the gun 


and say that ATF made a mis¬ 
take,” said Vasquez, who left the 
agency in 2014. “ATF didn’t make 
a mistake.” 

The federal agency is review¬ 
ing its ruling, something Vasquez 
and others caution is a danger¬ 
ous move without Congress first 
changing the law to specifically 
make such devices illegal. 

“If ATF is allowed to write a 
regulation to change the definition 
of this device, instead of a law, it’s 
going to give all government agen¬ 
cies authority to change their reg¬ 
ulations, which could affect us in 
a wide variety of ways,” Vasquez 
warned. 

Legislation in Congress has 
remained in limbo despite early 
signs from a bipartisan mix of 
lawmakers and advocates who 
voiced alarm that such a device 
was deemed legal and on the 
market. 


Lack of GPS system cited by some in fatal SC crash 



Photos by Jeff Blake/AP 


Left: South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster speaks at a press conference following the Sunday crash 
between an Amtrak train and a CSX Corp. freight train in Cayce, S.C. Right: The Amtrak train, bottom, 
was mistakenly sent off a main track and down a side spur on which the CSX train, top, was sitting. 


Associated Press 

CAYCE, S.C. — Federal investi¬ 
gators spent a second day Monday 
at the site of a deadly train crash 
in South Carolina, where an Am¬ 
trak train was mistakenly sent off 
a main track and down a side spur 
— and into a parked freight train. 
The ensuing crash early Sunday 
killed two people and injured 
more than 100 passengers. 

The investigation headed by 
the National Transportation Safe¬ 
ty Board could take years, but 
federal investigators are already 
focusing on one critical factor: 
that a switch, set manually, may 
have caused the passenger train 
to barrel down the wrong track. 

Moreover, authorities say the 
crash could have been prevented 
with a GPS-based system called 
“positive train control,” which 
knows the location of all trains 
and the positions of all switches 
in an area and is designed to pre¬ 
vent two trains from traveling on 
the same track at the same time. 

“It could have avoided this ac¬ 
cident. That’s what it’s designed 
to do,” NTSB Chairman Robert 
Sumwalt said. 

Regulators have demanded 
the implementation of positive 
train control for decades, and 
the technology is now in place in 
the Northeast, but railroads that 
operate tracks used by Amtrak 
elsewhere in the U.S. have won 
repeated extensions from the 
government. 

The deadline for installing 
such equipment is now the end of 


2018. 

CSX Corp. — the freight rail¬ 
road operator which runs that 
stretch of track — issued a state¬ 
ment expressing condolences but 
said nothing about the cause. 

“Business as usual must end,” 
Democratic Sen. Richard Blumen- 
thal, of Connecticut, said after this 
latest crash. 

Sumwalt said the passenger 
train hurtled down a side track 
near Cayce about 2:45 a.m. Sun¬ 
day — after a stop 10 miles north 
in Columbia — because a switch 
had been locked in place, divert¬ 
ing it from the main line. A crew 
on the freight train had moved the 
switch to drive it from one side 
track—where it unloaded 34 train 
cars of automobiles — to the side 
track where it was parked. The 


switch was padlocked as it was 
supposed to be, Sumwalt said. 

The system that operates the 
train signals in the area was 
down, so CSX dispatchers were 
operating them manually. Sum¬ 
walt said it was too early to know 
if the signal was red to warn the 
Amtrak crew that the switch 
was not set to continue along the 
main train line. 

Just hours after Sunday’s crash, 
which also sent 116 of the 147 
people on board the New York-to- 
Miami train to the hospital, Am¬ 
trak President Robert Anderson 
said there must be no more delays 
from the federal government in 
installing the safety system by the 
end of 2018. 

He deferred to investigators 
about whether the system would 


have stopped this crash. “Theo¬ 
retically, an operative PTC system 
would include switches in addition 
to signals, so it would cover both 
speed and switches,” Anderson 
said. 

The Silver Star was going an 
estimated 59 mph when it struck 
the freight train. Gov. Henry Mc¬ 
Master said. It was the middle of 
the night, and many people were 
jolted from sleep by the crash and 
forced into the cold. 

“I thought that I was dead,” said 
passenger Eric Larkin, of Pamlico 
County, N.C., who was dazed and 
hmping after banging his knee. 
Suddenly awake, Larkin said the 
train was shaking and jumping 
and his seat broke loose, slam¬ 
ming him into the row in front of 
him. 


Campaign to 
lift the poor 
holds events 
in 32 states 

By Martha Waggoner 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The re¬ 
newed version of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s campaign to 
lift poor people held its first na¬ 
tional mobilization, with actions 
and events planned Monday in 32 
states and the nation’s capital. 

Poor people, clergy and activ¬ 
ists in the Poor People’s Cam¬ 
paign planned to deliver letters 
to politicians in state Capitol 
buildings demanding that leaders 
confront what they call systemic 
racism evidenced in voter sup¬ 
pression laws and poverty rates. 

Among those who have signed 
on to the campaign is the Rev. 
John Mendez, pastor of Em¬ 
manuel Baptist Church in Win¬ 
ston-Salem, N.C., who recalled 
protesting in New York City in 
the 1960s. “I’ve been waiting for 
almost 50 years for this to actu¬ 
ally happen,” said Mendez, 68. 

The campaign is especially im¬ 
portant now because the leaders 
who don’t want to help the poor 
“should not have a free hand to 
say and do whatever they want 
and there be no resistance,” he 
said. 

Led by the Revs. William Bar¬ 
ber, of North Carolina, and Liz 
Theoharis, of New York, the cam¬ 
paign officially began Dec. 4, 50 
years after King started the first 
Poor People’s Campaign. King 
was assassinated a few months 
later, and “nobody really picked it 
up” until now, Mendez said. 

The letters to politicians call 
for a new course in government. 

“Our faith traditions and state 
and federal constitutions all 
testify to the immorality of an 
economy that leaves out the poor, 
yet our political discourse con¬ 
sistently ignores the 140 million 
poor and low-income people in 
America,” the letter states. 

Barber, who will be among 
the group that delivers letters to 
the office of House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., and Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., said the campaign is build¬ 
ing toward a “season of direct ac¬ 
tion and civil disobedience” that 
begins on May 13 and continues 
through June 21, the anniversary 
of the slayings of three civil rights 
workers in 1964 in Philadelphia, 
Miss. 

The actions, including a pover¬ 
ty tour, will be followed by more 
work as part of a multiyear cam¬ 
paign to build power “among the 
poorest and most powerless com¬ 
munities,” he added. 

On Feb. 12 — the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the sanitation work¬ 
ers’ strike that brought King to 
Memphis, Tenn., where he was 
assassinated — fast-food cooks 
and cashiers plan to walk off their 
jobs in Memphis to support higher 
wages and union rights. Protest¬ 
ers plan to march from Clayborn 
Temple to Memphis City Hall, the 
same route the sanitation work¬ 
ers took. 
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Lawmakers are reportedly moving toward a two-year spending pact 
that would give lai^e budget increases to both the Pentagon and 
domestic programs. 

Era of trillion-dollar 
budget deficits is 
making a comeback 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 


Pence avoids controversies 
surrounding White House 


WASHINGTON — The era of 
trillion-dollar budget deficits is 
about to make a comeback — and 
a brewing budget deal could 
mean their return comes just 
next year. 

Talks on abudget-busting spend¬ 
ing pact that would give whopping 
increases to both the Pentagon 
and domestic programs have been 
inching closer to an agreement, 
aides and lawmakers said. 

GOP defense hawks are pre¬ 
vailing over the party’s depleted 
ranks of deficit hawks while Dem¬ 
ocrats leverage their influence to 
increase spending for domestic 
priorities, such as combating opi¬ 
oid misuse. 

Details are closely held and 
subject to change. But at issue is a 
two-year deal to increase crunch¬ 
ing caps on spending set by a 
failed 2011 budget deal. Repub¬ 
licans have pushed for defense 
increases in the neighborhood of 
$80 billion a year and have of¬ 
fered Democrats nearly as much 
— $60 billion or so per year — for 
nondefense programs. 

Add in $80 billion to $90 billion 
worth of hurricane aid for Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico, health 
care funding and money for Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s border 
security plan, and the final tally 
could total close to $400 billion. 
The potential cost, over the 2018- 
19 budget years, would rival the 
deficit impact of last year’s tax 
measure over that period. 

“Republicans for years have 
made all of these bold promises 
to rein in spending,” said Brian 
Riedl, a budget analyst at the con¬ 
servative Manhattan Institute. 
“And they’re doing the opposite.” 

The negotiations are bipartisan 
since it takes votes from Demo¬ 
crats to lift the budget caps and 
advance a follow-up omnibus 
spending bill, whose overall cost 
is likely to exceed $1.2 trillion. 
That means domestic programs 
get their due despite conservative 
opposition. 

Still, Republican deficit hawks 
stepped aside during last year’s 


tax debate, and it’s not looking 
like they’ll mount a stand now. 
Instead, GOP defense hawks 
worried about lagging readiness, 
training and weapons procure¬ 
ment are carrying the day, even 
if it means placating Democrats 
with spending elsewhere. 

“This budget dysfunction has 
a human cost, and our military 
is bearing the brunt of it,” said 
Texas Republican Mac Thorn- 
berry, chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, cit¬ 
ing casualties from training ac¬ 
cidents last year. 

The potential agreement would 
significantly exceed Trump’s re¬ 
quest for a $54 billion increase 
in defense spending — to $603 
billion before adding war funds 
— above the current cap. 

The budget talks are closely 
held and occurring as lawmakers 
struggle to sort through a solution 
to protect younger immigrants 
soon to be at risk of deportation 
with Trump’s elimination of the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, called DACA, 
established by President Barack 
Obama. House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, has hnked 
progress on the budget with action 
to address DACA, but other Dem¬ 
ocrats are beginning to agitate for 
delinking the two, lest the oppor¬ 
tunity for a budget pact be lost. 

A trade of offers on Thursday 
represented progress, aides said, 
but an agreement didn’t appear 
imminent. The aides, both Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans, spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The budget caps are the hang¬ 
over from the 2011 Budget Control 
Act, negotiated between Republi¬ 
cans and Obama, that prevented 
a default on the national debt and 
established a deficit-cutting su¬ 
percommittee. But the failure of 
the supercommittee left behind 
unrealistic automatic spending 
cuts, known as sequestration, and 
today’s stringent spending caps. 

This year’s looming deal is too 
big to be fully offset with easy cuts 
elsewhere, so Capitol Hill leaders 
would simply be adding much of 
its costs straight to the $20.6 tril¬ 
lion national debt. 


By Tom Lobianco 
AND Ken Thomas 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With Con¬ 
gress barreling into yet another 
big budget battle this week. Vice 
President Mike Pence is headed 
halfway around the world to Asia. 
During last month’s shutdown, he 
was in the Middle East. 

And even as special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 
draws closer to President Donald 
Trump himself, vacuuming up 
interviews and documents from 
senior Trump advisers. Pence 
largely has stayed out of the con¬ 
versation. He has not been asked 
to speak with Mueller, according 
to a person familiar with the vice 
president’s operation who spoke 
to The Associated Press on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

Both by coincidence and de¬ 
sign, Pence has managed to skirt 
some of the biggest controversies 
of the Trump administration. And 
he’s got a full schedule of political 
and international travel for 2018 
that could help keep him at arm’s 
length from domestic troubles. 

Investigators on the House In¬ 
telligence Committee have pored 
over thousands of emails from the 
Trump transition team but can’t 
find Pence’s name in any of them, 
even though he led the transition, 
said a Democrat familiar with 
the House’s Russia probe. The 


Democrat spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Pence departs Monday for con¬ 
sultations with Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo 
and South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in Seoul before leading 
the U.S. delegation to the Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. 

The trip also provides him with 
an eject button as the threat of an¬ 
other big budget battle looms be¬ 
cause of a standoff on Capitol Hill 
over spending and immigration. 

Last month. Pence jetted to the 
Middle East shortly before the 
start of what turned out to be a 
three-day government shutdown, 
using the trip to outline plans to 
accelerate moving the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy to Jerusalem. 

Even if Pence can avoid legal 
pitfalls, skating past any future 
political fallout as Trump’s wing- 
man will be more difficult. 

Republican strategist Steve 
Schmidt said the notion of a “dif¬ 
ferentiated brand” for Pence 
is difficult to achieve because 
he has been at the heart of the 
administration’s policies as vice 
president. 

Pence has a long track record 
of largely avoiding the Russia en¬ 
tanglements that have ensnared 
other members of the Trump 
administration. 

When Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, ordered incom¬ 


ing national security adviser Mi¬ 
chael Flynn to call the Russian 
ambassador for guidance on how 
to handle a U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil matter during the president’s 
transition, other top aides were 
on the call — but Pence was home 
in Indiana. 

When Kushner, Donald Trump 
Jr. and campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort met with Russian op¬ 
eratives at Trump Tower in June 
2016, Pence wasn’t on the cam¬ 
paign yet. And when the president 
huddled with advisers aboard Air 
Force One last summer to craft a 
misleading statement explaining 
the Trump Tower meeting. Pence 
was riding horses in Washington’s 
Rock Creek Park with Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke and Sen. 
Roy Blunt, R-Mo. 

Pence’s arm’s-distance ap¬ 
proach on Russia is part of a 
cultivated strategy to avoid un¬ 
necessary political peril. This is a 
politician who has a rule against 
dining alone with any woman 
other than his wife. 

The vice president and his team 
have purposefully avoided televi¬ 
sion appearances recently if they 
think he’ll face tough questions on 
Russia or if an explosive new story 
about the Trump White House 
is about to land, according to the 
person famihar with the vice 
president’s operation who wasn’t 
authorized to speak publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 



Your vote matters! 
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Dems warn Trump on pre-emptive N. Korea strike 


By David Nakamura 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A group of Demo¬ 
cratic senators is warning President 
Donald Trump that he lacks the “legal au¬ 
thority” to carry out a pre-emptive strike 
on North Korea, amid questions over 
whether the White House is considering a 
risky “bloody nose” attack. 

In a letter sent to Trump on Monday, 
the 18 senators said they are “deeply con¬ 
cerned about the potential consequences 
of a pre-emptive military strike on North 
Korea and the risks of miscalculation and 
retaliation.” They emphasized that it is an 
“enormous gamble” to believe that such 
an action, even if it were modest in scope, 
would not provoke an escalation from dic¬ 
tator Kim Jong Un. 

“Moreover, without congressional au¬ 
thority, a preventative or pre-emptive U.S. 
military strike would lack either a constitu¬ 
tional basis or legal authority,” the senators 
wrote in the letter organized by Sen. Martin 
Heinrich, D-N.M., a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

Congressional aides said the letter was 
prompted by the circumstances surround¬ 
ing the sudden derailment of the White 
House’s original choice for ambassador to 
South Korea, a post that has remained va¬ 
cant since Trump took office. 

The Washington Post reported last week 
that Trump’s original choice, Victor D. Cha, 
was no longer expected to be nominated 


after more than six months of vetting. In 
December, the administration had sent 
Cha’s name to Seoul and received quick ap¬ 
proval from the 
South Korean 
government, a 
formal process 
that typically is 
the final step be¬ 
fore a candidate 
is nominated to 
the Senate. 

The senators 
called his de¬ 
railment “dis¬ 
turbing” and 
expressed “seri¬ 
ous concerns” 
over Trump’s 
handling of the 
post. 

“We ask that 
you provide a 
clear reasoning 
and justification 
for his removal 
from consid¬ 
eration,” the 
senators wrote. The others who signed the 
letter are: Ben Cardin, of Maryland; Jack 
Reed, of Rhode Island; Tim Kaine, of Vir¬ 
ginia; Patty Murray, of Washington; Chris 
Coons, of Delaware; Elizabeth Warren, of 
Massachusetts; Ed Markey, also of Mas¬ 
sachusetts; Brian Schatz, of Hawaii; Jeff 
Merkley, of Oregon; Bernie Sanders, of Ver¬ 


mont; Jeanne Shaheen, of New Hampshire; 
Catherine Cortez Matso, of Nevada; Ka- 
mala Harris, of California; Mazie Hirono, 
of Hawaii; Sheldon Whitehouse, of Rhode 
Island; Chris Murphy, of Connecticut; and 
Chris Van Hollen, of Maryland. 

Administration officials said a red flag 
was raised in Cha’s background check, but 
they dechned to offer details. Cha’s associ¬ 
ates rejected the notion that a vetting issue 
scuttled the nomination, suggesting instead 
that he was a victim of the fallout over a 
policy dispute. 

Cha had privately expressed concerns 
to National Security Council officials over 
their consideration of a limited strike on the 
North aimed at sending a message without 
sparking a wider war — a risky concept 
known as a “bloody nose” strategy. In an 
op-ed in the Post shortly after the news 
broke, Cha made pubhc his view that such 
a strike would be a huge risk to American 
troops and civilians living in South Korea 
and Japan. 

“To be clear: The president would be put¬ 
ting at risk an American population the size 
of a medium-size U.S. city — Pittsburgh, 
say, or Cincinnati — on the assumption that 
a crazy and undeterrable dictator will be 
rationally cowed by a demonstration of U.S. 
kinetic power,” Cha wrote. 

White House officials have rejected the 
notion that they are seriously considering a 
pre-emptive strike, pointing to their efforts 
to increase economic sanctions and diplo¬ 


matic isolation of Pyongyang. Several ad¬ 
ministration officials said they have never 
heard the term “bloody nose” strategy used 
in their deliberations over North Korea. 

Trump met Friday with a group of North 
Korean defectors to shine a light on the 
human rights abuses of the Kim regime. 
As he has before. Trump criticized past 
administrations for not acting more force¬ 
fully on North Korea, though he did not 
specify whether he meant shutting down 
the nation’s nuclear weapons program or 
dealing with human rights violations or 
both. 

“Many administrations should have acted 
on this a long time ago when we weren’t in 
this kind of position,” the president said. “It 
could have been done 12 years ago, it could 
have been done 20 years ago. ... We have 
no road left. We’ll see what happens. We’ll 
get through the Olympics and maybe some¬ 
thing good will come out of the Olympics.” 

The United States and South Korea 
agreed to suspend joint mihtary exercises 
on the peninsula until after the two-week 
Winter Games, which begin Friday in 
Pyeongchang. 

“Tensions on the Korean Peninsula are as 
high as they’ve ever been,” the Democratic 
senators wrote. “While we must always be 
ready to respond with decisive action to a 
North Korean provocation, it would be ex¬ 
tremely irresponsible to instigate mihtary 
conflict prior to exhausting every diplomat¬ 
ic option.” 


'[Wlithout 
congressional 
authority, a 
preventative 
or pre-emptive 
U.S. military 
strike would 
lack either a 
constitutional 
basis or legal 
authority. ^ 

letter to President 
Donald Trump from 
18 Democratic 
senators 


President lashes out at Calif, lawmaker over Russia probe memo 



AP photos 


President Donald Trump and Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., right, traded insults over a 
controversial memo related to the probe of Russian interference in the U.S. election. 


By Hope Yen 
AND Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump traded insults with the top Demo¬ 
crat on the House Intelhgence Committee 
Monday, a day after Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans said Trump was wrong to assert 
that a GOP-produced classified memo on 
FBI surveillance powers cleared him in the 
Russia investigation. 

Trump’s attack on California Rep. Adam 
Schiff came before a planned meeting of 
the House inteUigence panel Monday at 
which the committee is expected to consid¬ 
er whether to release a Democratic rebut¬ 
tal memo. Democrats are seeking to push 
back on the Repubhcan document, which 
questions FBI methods used to apply for a 
surveillance warrant on a onetime Trump 
campaign associate. 

On Twitter, Trump called Schiff “one of 
the biggest liars and leakers in Washing¬ 
ton,” adding that he “must be stopped.” 

Schiff quickly shot back that: “Instead of 
tweeting false smears, the American people 
would appreciate it if you turned off the TV 
and helped solve the funding crisis, protect¬ 
ed Dreamers or ... really anything else.” 

The committee did not release the Demo¬ 
cratic memo last week, with one Republi¬ 
can member saying revisions were needed 
so the memo would not endanger national 
security. Key Democrats are seeking to put 
out the document, including the Senate’s 
Democratic leader. Chuck Schumer, of New 
York, who urged Trump to back the public 
release and said that reftising to do so would 
show the president’s intent to undermine 
the Russia investigation. 


Trump would need to sign off on the 
memo if it contains classified information. 
A White House official said Monday that 
if the Democratic memo made it out of the 
committee, the administration would con¬ 
sider releasing it, subjecting it to a similar 
review process as the Republican memo. 
The official was not authorized to speak 
pubhcly and sought anonymity to discuss 
internal thinking. 

House Speaker Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
has said he supports the release of the Dem¬ 
ocrats’ memo if sensitive intelligence infor¬ 
mation is removed. 

Special counsel Robert Mueller is in¬ 
vestigating possible collusion between 
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign and 
Russia, as well as whether there have been 


efforts to obstruct the investigation. 

Trump tweeted over the weekend that 
the memo “totally vindicates Trump’ in 
probe,” even as “the Russian Witch Hunt 
goes on and on.” But that statement found 
no echo from four committee Republicans 
who appeared on the Sunday talk shows. 
Lawmakers also said the memo should not 
impede Mueller. 

“I think it would be a mistake for any¬ 
one to suggest that the special counsel 
shouldn’t complete his work,” said Rep. 
Chris Stewart, R-Utah. “I support his 
work. I want him to finish it. I hope he fin¬ 
ishes it as quickly as possible.” 

Schiff has branded the GOP memo “a po¬ 
litical hit job” and has questioned whether 
the House intelligence panel’s chairman. 


Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif, had coordi¬ 
nated with the White House in drafting 
the document, which was seized on by the 
president to vent his grievances against the 
nation’s premier law enforcement agencies. 

“The goal here is to undermine the FBI, 
discredit the FBI, discredit the Mueller 
investigation, do the president’s bidding,” 
Schiff said. “I think it’s very possible his 
staff worked with the White House.” 

Nunes was asked during a Jan. 29 com¬ 
mittee meeting whether he had coordinated 
the memo with the White House. “As far as 
I know, no,” he responded, then refused to 
answer when asked whether his staff mem¬ 
bers had communicated with the White 
House. He had previously apologized for 
sharing with the White House secret intel¬ 
ligence intercepts related to an investiga¬ 
tion of Russian election interference before 
talking to committee members. 

The memo released Friday alleges mis¬ 
conduct on the part of the FBI and the Jus¬ 
tice Department in obtaining a warrant 
under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act to monitor former Trump campaign 
foreign policy adviser Carter Page and his 
ties to Russia. Specifically, it takes aim at 
the FBI’s use of information from former 
British spy Christopher Steele, who com¬ 
piled a dossier containing allegations of ties 
between Trump, his associates and Russia. 

The underlying materials that served as 
the basis for the warrant application were 
not made public in the GOP memo. Even 
as Democrats described it as inaccurate, 
some Republicans quickly cited the memo 
— released over the objections of the FBI 
and Justice Department — in their argu¬ 
ments that Mueller’s investigation is po¬ 
litically tainted. 
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Rover Curiosity’s journey across Mars captured in stunning panoramic 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

After 1,856 Martian days among blue 
sunsets, sand dunes and small, lumpy 
moons, the Mars rover Curiosity sat on the 
ridge of an ancient lake bed and looked back 
on its five-year-long journey so far. 

NASA released a composite photo of what 
Curiosity saw in October last week, and if 
the rover could breathe, it might gasp. 

In one image was its whole story: from 
the lower slopes of Mount Sharp, where it 
sat holding its camera, to the spot in the 
crater floor 11 miles distant, where it had 
touched down five years earlier to great cel¬ 
ebration on Earth. 

As the most complex NASA instrument 
ever put on Mars, with its drill, laser and 
chemistry set. Curiosity has sometimes dis¬ 
appointed those who would mine its data for 
research. A NASA panel even chastised the 
robot — or its operators — for doing more 
sightseeing than science. 

Maybe for the same reason. Curiosity has 
brought Mars to life for the public. The soil 
data it has collected suggest Mars was once 
a beautiful planet of rivers and lakes. But 
the rover’s many postcards of eclipses, dust 
devils and shimmering sands showed the 
world it’s a beautiful place, even now. 

From the ridge on which Curiosity sat 
late last year to take its panorama photos, it 
could see the treacherous Bagnold Dunes it 


had crossed months before. 

The rover reached the dune field on the 
1,174th Martian day, or sol, of its mission 
(late 2015 on Earth) and spent months 
navigating between them. These mounds 
of windblown sand stretched for miles and 
were one of the greatest barriers between 
Curiosity and its destination — Mount 
Sharp, toward the crater’s interior. 

Curiosity took its first photos from the 
dunes with its back to the wind, the Plan¬ 
etary Society wrote, and watched sand blow 
across the crater’s floor. It would have to be 
careful going forward, lest its wheels get 
stuck. 

Naturally, it made time for a few selfies 
on the way. 

By the end of 2016, Curiosity had cleared 
the dunes and was rolling across veins of 
gypsum. Attending to its scientific duties. 
The Washington Post wrote, the rover used 
its laser to detect traces of boron in the rock, 
suggesting a habitable lake once covered 
the crater floor. 

Then it turned toward Mount Sharp and 
began to chmb its lower ridges, where it now 
sits. But before leaving the lowlands behind, 
on sol 1,597, the rover captured stop-motion 
video of dust devils streaking across the 
plains of Gale Crater. 

Before crossing the dunes. Curiosity 
spent months traversing the foothills be¬ 
neath Mount Sharp. It reached the Pahrump 
Hills on sol 753 — in September 2014 — and 
by the end of the year had excited scientists 


with the first definitive evidence of organic 
matter on Mars, raising hope that life might 
once have swum in alien waters. 

The hills weren’t all easy going. The 
rover short-circuited while drilling at Tele¬ 
graph Peak in early 2015, losing a few days 
for repairs. 

A couple of months later. Curiosity re¬ 
corded something that may not have much 
scientific value but amazed many on Earth: 
a sunset tinted blue by the Red Planet’s 
dust. 

There are 668 sols in a Martian year, but 
Curiosity tends to mark its anniversaries in 
Earth time. 

On Aug. 6, 2013 — one Earth year after 
the rover landed on Mars — NASA engi¬ 
neers programmed the rover to vibrate 
its soil analysis unit to the tune of “Happy 
Birthday.” 

A few weeks after this lonely celebration, 
as it rolled across the flatlands of Gale Cra¬ 
ter, Curiosity looked straight up at the Mar¬ 
tian sky and saw the moon Phobos crossing 
the sun. This wasn’t actually a rare sight; 
Mars has two small moons and experiences 
a solar eclipse nearly every day. The Post 
wrote. But it was one of the memorable im¬ 
ages of Curiosity’s mission and helped ce¬ 
ment the rover’s reputation on Earth as a 
photographer. 

Maybe realizing this, NASA celebrated 
Curiosity’s second “birthday” in 2014 not 
with a song but with a black-and-white por¬ 


trait of a tire track. 

On sol 1, better known as touchdown day 
at NASA’s mission control, the most sophis¬ 
ticated rover yet built floated from space 
to the surface of Mars on a rocket powered 
“sky crane.” 

Its landing site was visible in the panora¬ 
ma photo released last week — a speck of 
plain inside the northern rim of Gale Cra¬ 
ter, named wistfully after the science fic¬ 
tion writer Ray Bradbury. 

Scientists had great expectations for Cu¬ 
riosity, which cost NASA $2.5 billion and 
boasted its own mobile chemistry set. It 
was a machine designed to keep its face in 
the dirt. 

But the rover began to defy expectations 
with its first scoop of soil in the fall of 2012. 
It spotted something shiny in the dirt and 
spent days studying it, only to find out it was 
a piece of its own plastic. 

NASA scientists had hoped Curiosity 
would make it to the base of Mount Sharp 
by the end of the year. The Post wrote, but 
those plans were quickly shot. The rover 
spent more than a month wandering around 
its landing site before beginning its long 
journey. 

Then it made its way toward the dunes, 
slowly, pausing again and again to take pic¬ 
tures or stare at eclipses or make art in the 
sand — a robot that knows getting there is 
half the fun. 


SpaceX’s hot new monster rocket ready for first test flight 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — SpaceX’s 
hot new monster rocket makes its launch 
debut this week, blasting off from the same 
pad that hoisted men to the moon a half-cen¬ 
tury ago. 

The Falcon Heavy won’t surpass 
NASA’s Saturn V moon rocket, still all- 
time king of the launch circuit. It won’t 
even approach the liftoff might of NASA’s 
space shuttles. 

But when it departs on its first test flight 
— as early as Tuesday — the Heavy with 
its three boosters and 27 engines will be 
the most powerful working rocket out there 
today, by a factor of two. Picture SpaceX’s 
frequent-flyer Falcon 9 and its single booster 
and then multiply that by three; the Heavy’s 
three first-stage boosters are strapped side 
by side by side. 

The Heavy represents serious business 
for the private space company founded 16 
years ago by Elon Musk. With more than 5 
million pounds of liftoff thrust — equiva¬ 
lent to 18 747 jetliners — the Heavy will be 
capable of lifting supersized satellites into 
orbit and sending spacecraft to the moon. 
Mars and beyond. 

Using another airplane analogy, SpaceX 
boasts that a Heavy could hft a 737 into 
orbit, passengers, luggage and all. 

The company already has some Heavy 


customers hned up, including the U.S. Air 
Force. 

“I can’t wait to see it fly and to see it 
fly again and again,” said Southwest Re¬ 
search Institute’s Alan Stern. He’s the 
lead scientist for NASA’s New Horizons 
spacecraft, which made an unprecedent¬ 
ed flyby of Pluto and is now headed to an 
even smaller, icy world on the fringes of 
the solar system. 

Cape Canaveral hasn’t seen this kind of 
rocket mania since the last space shuttle 
flight in 2011. Huge crowds are expected for 
the afternoon launch from Kennedy Space 
Center. Visitor center tickets for the best 
up-close viewing, called “Feel the Heat” 
and “Closest Package,” sold out quickly. 

“When you’re talking about what would 
be the biggest and largest operational 
launch vehicle in the world, that adds an¬ 
other dimension of excitement,” said Phil 
Larson, an assistant dean at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder, who used to work for 
SpaceX and the Obama administration. 

The Heavy is capable of dehvering, in one 
fell swoop, 140,660 pounds of cargo to low- 
Earth orbit, nearly 60,000 pounds to high- 
Earth orbit, 37,000 pounds to Mars or 7,700 
pounds to Pluto. 

But for this inaugural flight, the rocket 
will carry up Musk’s cherry-red Tesla 
Roadster. In addition to SpaceX, he runs the 
electric car maker Tesla. “Red car for a red 
planet,” Musk tweeted in December when 
announcing the surprise cargo. 


Fresh-off-the-drawing-board rockets 
typically carry steel or concrete blocks in 
place of true cargo. “That seemed extreme¬ 
ly boring,” Musk said. 

NASA officials said the Falcon Heavy 
is just the latest evidence of the Kennedy 
Space Center’s transformation into a multi¬ 
user spaceport, a turnaround after decades 
of space shuttles taking center stage. A va¬ 
riety of rockets will be needed — besides 
NASA’s still-under-construction Space 
Launch System megarocket — as astro¬ 
nauts venture out into the solar system, said 
Tom Engler, Kennedy’s director of center 
planning and development. 

Blue Origin, led by Amazon’s Jeff Bezos, 
for instance, is developing a big, reusable 
orbital-class rocket named New Glenn after 
the first American to orbit the world, John 
Glenn. 

Cocoa Beach, Fla., Mayor Ben Malik, 
a banker by day, noted that jobs are mak¬ 
ing a big comeback, with so many private 
rocketeers and other aerospace businesses 
hitting town. The area suffered thousands 
of layoffs when the 30-year space shuttle 
program ended. “We are not only back, but 
the region is much more diversified,” Malik 
said. “We are becoming a high-tech hub.” 

Stem sees the Heavy opening the door to 
more exploration, both human and robotic, 
given its heft and cost savings. SpaceX’s 
launch failures of Falcon 1 and Falcon 9 
showed the company has “a very strong 
backbone,” he said. 



Courtesy of SpaceX/AP 


A Tesla sits next to the fairing of a Falcon 
Heavy rocket in Cape Canaveral, Fla. For 
the Heavy’s inaugural flight, the rocket 
will carry up Elon Musk’s roadster. 
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Super Bowl 
ads strive 
to avoid 
offending 

By Mae Anderson 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — This year’s Super Bowl 
ads ran the gamut from tame humor to ... 
tame messages about social causes. 

After a divisive year, advertisers dur¬ 
ing the Big Game worked overtime to win 
over audiences with messages that enter¬ 
tained and strove not to offend. The slap¬ 
stick humor and sexual innuendo that used 
to be commonplace during Super Bowl ad 
breaks were nowhere in sight. 

Instead, Budweiser, as always the larg¬ 
est advertiser during the game, eschewed 
the usual puppies and Clydesdales to show¬ 
case employees that send water to places 
in need. Verizon showed people thanking 
first responders who saved them. And 
Tide tried to make people laugh (and per¬ 
haps forget about its Tide Pod problem) 
with a humorous series of ads that starred 
“Stranger Things”’ actor David Harbour. 

“This is a year where people are feeling 
a little frayed around the edges because of 
the divisive political environment on both 
sides,” said Kelly O’Keefe, a professor 
at Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
Brandcenter. “They want to feel like there’s 
something still good in the world.” 

Tide took a novel approach with ads each 
quarter that poked fun at typical Super Bowl 
ads. Harbour popped up in famihar-looking 
ads that appear to be about different prod¬ 
ucts: a car, an insurance company, jewelry 
and Old Spice (another P&G product). The 
twist? They’re really all Tide ads, because 
there are no stains on anyone’s clothing. 

Tame comedy like the Tide ad was a 
theme throughout the night. In a year that 
saw the #MeToo movement shine a spot¬ 
light on sexual harassment, the m^ority 




of ads still starred men but there weren’t 
any that focused on scantily-clad women 
or sexual innuendo, save for an awkwardly 
dancing woman in a Diet Coke ad. 

An Amazon ad showcased different ce¬ 
lebrities — including actress Rebel Wilson, 
actor Anthony Hopkins, singer Cardi B and 
chef Gordon Ramsay — filling in as the 
voice of Amazon’s Alexa voice assistant. 

M&M’s featured Danny DeVito as a 
human M&M. And Mountain Dew and 
Doritos staged an epic hip-hop lip sync bat¬ 
tle between actors Morgan Freeman and 
Peter Dinklage. The two synced to Missy 
Elliott and Busta Rhymes, respectively. 

“There’s a reason so many marketers 
are using celebrity combined with comedy 
— because it breaks through the clutter, 
delivers the message and gets buzz,” said 
Aaron Shapiro, CEO of ad agency Huge. 

An ad for Blacture, rapper Pras’ new 
media platform, was one of the few ads 


Above: Peter Dinklage and Morgan 
Freeman PepsiCo’s linked Doritos Blaze 
and Mountain Dew Ice Super Bowl spots. 
Left: A Ram truck ad that used a speech 
by Martin Luther King Jr. is drawing a 
backlash. 

Photos courtesy of PepsiCo (abov^ and Ram Truck 
Brand (left)/AP 

to make an overtly political statement. 
It showed a black man standing alone on 
stage with tape over his mouth and a blind¬ 
fold on his eyes. “Blacture. Be celebrated. 
Not Tolerated,” text on the screen read. 
And T-Mobile’s ad showed babies and en¬ 
listed Kerry Washington for a voiceover 
that talked about equality. 

“The (T-Mobile) message is terrific but 
all the way through, if you asked consum¬ 
ers who the ad is for, nobody would know,” 
said Kimberly Whitler, marketing profes¬ 
sor at the University of Virginia. 

That kind of attempt to connect brands 
to social causes was a big theme of the 
night. Charles Taylor, a marketing profes¬ 
sor at Villanova University, said a fifth of 
all Super Bowl ads featured causes, com¬ 
pared with just 6 percent last year. 

Toyota kicked things off by depicting 
the story of Lauren Woolstencroft, a Para¬ 
lympic skier who was bom missing her left 
arm below the elbow as well as both legs 
below the knees, to promote its Paralympic 


sponsorship. 

Budweiser showcased employees from 
its Cartersville, Ga., brewery as they 
canned water to send to places in need like 
Puerto Rico and California. 

Hyundai showcased its donations to fight 
pediatric cancer by bringing real Hyundai 
owners into a room during the pre-game 
Super Bowl festivities and letting them 
meet cancer survivors. Hyundai donates 
each time someone buys one of its cars. 

“There’s a lot of research that says mil- 
lennials really like it when brands link 
themselves to causes,” said Taylor. “It’s just 
refreshing for a lot of people to see these uni¬ 
fying types of messages by the advertiser.” 

But advertisers can stumble in these ef¬ 
forts when the connection seems tenuous. 
There was some negative reaction when 
Fiat Chrysler’s Ram trucks ad featured 
a speech by Martin Luther King Jr. The 
commercial, timed to the 50th anniversa¬ 
ry of the speech, showed people doing good 
deeds like giving out food to the needy and 
rescuing a boy from a fire. 

“Everyone was offended,” said Zach 
Mann, who watched the game in Venice, 
Calif, with a group of 15 thirtysomethings. 
“It seems insensitive. We know it’s Black 
History Month, but using an American 
hero to sell a [Ram] was off-putting.” 

Coverage of the Super Bowl is on pages 28-32 


Google-Uber fight over alleged tech heist headed to court 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A 
Google-bred pioneer in self-driv¬ 
ing cars and Uber’s beleaguered 
ride-hailing service are colliding 
in a courtroom showdown revolv¬ 
ing around allegations of deceit, 
betrayal, espionage and a high- 
tech heist that tore apart one¬ 
time allies. 

The trial opening Monday 
in San Francisco federal court 
comes nearly a year after Google 
spin-off Waymo sued Uber, accus¬ 
ing it of ripping off key pieces of 
its self-driving car technology in 
2016. Uber paid $680 million for 
a startup run by Anthony Levan- 
dowski, one of the top engineers 
in a robotic vehicle project that 
Google began in 2009 and later 
spun out into Waymo. 


Google was also an early inves¬ 
tor in Uber, a relationship that 
later soured. Its parent company 
Alphabet also owns Waymo. 

Waymo has drawn a sordid 
picture, contending that Levan- 
dowski heisted thousands of 
documents containing Google 
trade secrets before defecting to 
Uber. Waymo says Levandowski 
conspired with former Uber CEO 
Travis Kalanick to use the pur¬ 
loined technology in Uber’s own 
fleet of self-driving cars. 

Uber has vehemently denied 
the allegations in the civil case, 
which has also triggered a crimi¬ 
nal investigation by the US. De¬ 
partment of Justice. 

It’s not clear whether that probe 
is focused on Uber or Levandows¬ 
ki, who has consistently exercised 
his right against self-incrimi¬ 
nation and is expected to do so 


again if called to testify during 
the trial. 

Levandowski’s refusal to re¬ 
linquish his Fifth Amendment 
rights eventually led Uber to fire 
him last May, even though he had 
developed a close relationship 
with Kalanick. 

The stakes in the trial are huge. 
Waymo is demanding damages 
that its expert estimated at nearly 
$2 billion. It also wants a court 
order that would prevent Uber 
from using any of the technology 
that it says was stolen, a move 
that could hobble the ride-hailing 
service’s push to design self-driv¬ 
ing cars. 

“This is the biggest case in the 
history of Uber,” William Carmo- 
dy, a Uber lawyer, said during a 
pre-trial hearing last week. 

The courtroom drama will 
feature an intriguing cast of 


characters. The list of expected 
witnesses includes both Kalanick 
and Silicon Valley venture capi¬ 
talist Bill Gurley, an early Uber 
backer who later helped engineer 
Kalanick’s departure as Uber’s 
CEO. (Kalanick resigned under 
pressure last June.) 

Two of the world’s richest peo¬ 
ple, Google co-founders Larry 
Page and Sergey Brin, also may 
testify about the importance of 
Waymo’s self-driving project and 
Levandowski’s role in it. 

Waymo and Uber will each 
have only a total of 16 hours to 
make their case. That time re¬ 
straint could prove more daunt¬ 
ing for Waymo. 

It will have to educate a 10-per¬ 
son jury about the intricacies of 
the eight trade secrets that Uber 
is accused of stealing, then prove 
the ride-hailing service used the 


technology in its vehicles or im¬ 
properly shared it with others. 

The lawsuit has already pro¬ 
duced internal documents and 
sworn testimony that exposed 
spying programs and other shady 
tactics deployed by Uber to ex¬ 
pand its business. Those disclo¬ 
sures have compounding the 
company’s challenges as it tries 
to burnish an public image tar¬ 
nished by the exposure of its own 
behavior. 

Among other things, Uber has 
acknowledged allowing rampant 
sexual harassment to occur with¬ 
in its ranks, a yearlong cover-up 
of a mqjor computer break-in and 
a $100,000 ransom paid to the 
hackers, and the use of duplici¬ 
tous software to thwart govern¬ 
ment regulators. 
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Trial 
starts for 
shootout 
suspect 

By Lori Hinnant 
Associated Press 



Petra Urban/AP 


BRUSSELS — The only surviv¬ 
ing member of the Islamic State 
cell that attacked Paris in Novem¬ 
ber 2015 refused to rise for a Bel¬ 
gian court on Monday or answer 
questions about his actions dur¬ 
ing his first appearance in public 
since his arrest nearly two years 
ago. 

Salah Abdeslam is on trial in his 
hometown of Brussels on charges 
of attempted murder for a pohce 
shootout from which he fled. The 
man who covered for his getaway 
with a spray of automatic gun¬ 
fire died. Abdeslam’s escape was 
short-lived — he was captured on 
March 18,2016, in the same neigh¬ 
borhood where he and many of his 
ISIS fighter colleagues grew up. 

Abdeslam arrived in the Bel¬ 
gian capital Monday morning after 
being transferred from a prison in 
France. Security was high at the 
Brussels courthouse, with armed 
guards and multiple checkpoints 
leading to the courtroom. 

He is being tried alongside a 
second defendant, Sofiane Ayari, 
in relation to the shootout. The 
judge’s questions Monday were 
oriented toward establishing 
which of the two had also fired on 
officers. 

Asked why he was refusing to 
stand, Abdeslam said, “I’m tired; 
I did not sleep.” 

Abdeslam, now wearing a 
full beard and longer hair than 
in pictures released before he 
was arrested, was flanked by 


In this courtroom sketch, 

Salah Abdeslam, a suspected 
member of an Islamic State 
cell in Belgium, appears at 
the Brussels Justice Palace in 
Brussels on Monday. 

masked guards and refused to 
answer questions beyond a few 
formalities. 

“I do not wish to respond to any 
questions. I was asked to come. I 
came,” he said. “I defend myself 
by keeping silent. 

“Muslims are judged and 
treated without pity. There is no 
presumption of innocence,” said 
Abdeslam, who stared straight 
ahead for much of the hearing. 
“I’m not afraid of you; I’m not 
afraid of your allies. I place my 
faith in Allah.” 

Abdeslam has previously re¬ 
fused to speak to investigators in 
France about the attack there that 
killed 130. Days after his capture, 
extremists struck in Brussels. In 
total, 162 people died in the two 
attacks. 

The trial relates to the 2016 
shooting in Brussels, some four 
months after the Paris attacks. 
Abdeslam and two suspects were 
hiding in an apartment when po¬ 
lice arrived for a routine search. 
Three officers were wounded in 
the shootout that followed and one 
suspect was killed. Abdeslam was 
captured a few days later in the 
flashpoint Brussels neighborhood 
of Molenbeek. 


Investigator of ivory 
trade killed in Kenya 


By Tom Odula 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — A leading 
American investigator into the il¬ 
legal ivory and rhino horn trade 
has been found stabbed to death 
in his home, Kenyan police and 
officials said Monday. 

A family member went to Es¬ 
mond Bradley Martin’s house 
Sunday to check on him after he 
did not respond to phone calls and 
found the body on a bed with a 
stab wound to the neck, said Nico¬ 
las Kamwende, head of crimi¬ 
nal investigations in the capital, 
Nairobi. 

Conservationist Paula Kahum- 
bu said Martin led investigations 
into the illegal trade of elephant 
ivory and rhino horn that threat¬ 
ens the two species with extinc¬ 
tion. He was at the forefront of 
exposing ivory traffickers in the 
U.S., Congo, Vietnam, Nigeria, 
Angola, China and, recently, 
Myanmar, Kahumbu said. 


“A passionate and committed 
man who made a big difference to 
our planet. May he rest in peace,” 
British High Commissioner to 
Kenya Nic Hailey said in a Twit¬ 
ter post. 

Demand for elephant ivory has 
led to devastating losses from ille¬ 
gal poaching as the natural habitat 
available for the animals to roam 
has also dwindled by more than 
half As a result, the number of Af¬ 
rican elephants has shrunk from 
about 5 milhon a century ago to 
about 400,000 remaining. That 
number continues to decline. 

Fewer than 30,000 rhinos are 
estimated to remain in the wild 
due to poaching. 

The price of rhino horn sky¬ 
rocketed as demand has grown 
in Asian countries, mainly China 
and Vietnam, where consumers 
wrongly believe that the horn, 
made of the same substance as 
fingernails, has powerful healing 
properties. 


Letter about abuse cover-up 
belies Pope Francis' denial 


By Nicole Winfield 
AND Eva Vergara 
Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — The letter 
was graphic not just in describing 
how the priest kissed and fondled 
the boy, but also in how other 
priests who saw the abuse tried 
to hush it up. Pope Francis said 
recently that none of the victims 
had come forward to denounce 
the cover-up, so the news that 
the letter was hand-delivered to 
Francis in 2015 is adding fuel to 
one of the biggest scandals of his 
five-year papacy. 

The Associated Press obtained 
the eight-page letter and was told 
by both the victim who wrote it 
and by members of the pope’s sex 
abuse commission that Francis’ 
top adviser assured them he gave 
it to the pope. 

The pope’s trip to Chile last 
month was marred by protests 
over his defense of Bishop Juan 
Barros, who is accused by victims 
of witnessing and ignoring the 
abuse of young parishioners by the 
Rev. Fernando Karadima. During 
the trip, Francis dismissed accu¬ 
sations against Barros as “slan¬ 
der,” seemingly unaware victims 


had placed him at the scene of 
Karadima’s crimes. 

But members of the pope’s 
Commission for the Protection 
of Minors say that in April 2015, 
they sent a delegation to Rome 
specifically to hand-deliver the 
letter from Juan Carlos Cruz be¬ 
cause they were alarmed by Fran¬ 
cis’ recent appointment of Barros 
as a diocesan bishop. Cruz’s ac¬ 
count of the abuse he suffered 
at Karadima’s hands had helped 
Vatican investigators decide to 
remove Karadima from ministry 
and sentence him in 2011 to a life¬ 
time of “penance and prayer.” 

Barros was a Karadima pro¬ 
tege, and according to Cruz and 
other victims, he witnessed the 
abuse and did nothing. 

“Holy Father, it’s bad enough 
that we suffered such tremendous 
pain and anguish from the sexual 
and psychological abuse, but the 
terrible mistreatment we re¬ 
ceived from our pastors is almost 
worse,” Cruz wrote the pope. 

On April 12,2015, the members 
of the sex abuse commission met 
with Francis’ top adviser. Car¬ 
dinal Sean O’Malley, explained 
their objections to Barros’ ap¬ 
pointment as bishop of Osorno 


and gave him the letter to deliver 
to the pope. 

“He assured us he would give it 
to the pope and speak of the con¬ 
cerns,” then-commission mem¬ 
ber Marie Collins told the AP. 
“And at a later date, he assured us 
that that had been done.” 

Cruz, who now lives in Phila¬ 
delphia, heard the same. 

Neither the Vatican nor 
O’Malley responded to multiple 
requests for comment. 

After Francis’ comments back¬ 
ing Barros caused such an outcry 
in Chile, he was forced last week 
to do an about-face. The Vatican 
announced it was sending in its 
most respected sex crimes in¬ 
vestigator to take testimony from 
Cruz and others about Barros. 

In the letter to the pope, Cruz 
described how Karadima would 
kiss Barros and fondle his geni¬ 
tals and do the same with young¬ 
er priests and teens. 

Barros has repeatedly denied 
witnessing any abuse or covering 
it up. But many of Barros’ oppo¬ 
nents question how a prelate who 
didn’t recognize a priest’s abuse 
of young boys can run a diocese 
where he is responsible for pro¬ 
tecting children from pedophiles. 



Bram Janssen/AP 


Residents line up to fill containers with water from a natural spring in Cape Town, South Africa. The 
drought-hit city introduced new water restrictions in an attempt to avoid shutting off most taps. 


Cape Town pushes possible tap closure to May 


Associated Press 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa — Cape Town has 
pushed back “Day Zero” — the date when it might 
have to turn off most taps because of a long drought 
— by nearly a month to May 11. 

Cape Town authorities said Monday that the re¬ 
prieve is due to an anticipated decline in agricultural 
use of water because many farms in Western Cape 
province, which includes the city, have used up water 
supplies allocated to them. Officials had previously 
projected “Day Zero” to fall on April 16. 

Municipal officials, however, say city residents 
must stick to regulations requiring them to use fewer 
than 13.2 gallons per person daily to avoid the tap 
closure. 

From Cape Town’s elegant suburbs to its gritty 
townships, people are working to reduce their water 
consumption. People restrict how often and how long 
they shower, wash clothes and flush toilets in order 


to conserve water. Police are guarding some natural 
springs to avoid any scuffles over access. 

Cape Town has both high-income Oceanside neigh¬ 
borhoods and sprawhng informal settlements. Some 
say poorer residents are unfairly blamed for wasting 
water. 

About a quarter of Cape Town’s population lives in 
the informal settlements, where they get water from 
communal taps instead of spigots at home. The 1 mil¬ 
lion people in Cape Town’s poor townships make up 
25 percent of the city’s 4 million people yet use only 
4.5 percent of the water, say water experts. 

The use of city drinking water to wash vehicles, 
hose down paved areas, fill up private swimming 
pools and water gardens is illegal. 

Some 70 percent of water used in Cape Town is con¬ 
sumed in homes, authorities say. Experts have said 
causes of the city’s water shortages include chmate 
change and huge population growth. The city’s reser¬ 
voirs have been dried by three years of drought. 
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Court suspends jail term; Samsung heir freed 


By Youkyung Lee 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Sam¬ 
sung heir Lee Jae-yong was 
freed Monday after a South Ko¬ 
rean appeals court gave him a 
2 y 2 -year suspended jail sentence 
for corruption in connection 
with a scandal that toppled the 
country’s president. 

The Seoul High Court softened 
the original ruhng against Lee, 
rejecting most of the bribery 
charges leveled against Lee by 
prosecutors who sought a 12-year 
prison term. 

While the ruhng clears the way 
for the Samsung vice chairman 
— after a year in prison — to re¬ 
sume his role at the helm of the 
industrial giant founded by his 
grandfather, he faces challenges 
outside prison. 

Chief among them will be win¬ 
ning trust that he is capable of 


running South Korea’s biggest 
company, and assuaging public 
anger among those who viewed 
the court’s surprise decision as a 
setback in the war on corruption. 

“The past year was a precious 
time for personal reflection,” Lee 
told reporters waiting outside 
the gates of a detention center in 
southern Seoul. 

Lee’s first stop from the prison 
was a Samsung hospital where his 
father has been since suffering a 
heart attack in 2014. 

Lee was charged with offering 
$38 million in bribes to former 
President Park Geun-hye and 
her confidant, Choi Soon-sil, em¬ 
bezzling Samsung funds, hiding 
assets overseas, concealing pro¬ 
ceeds from criminal activities 
and perjury. 

The appeals court said Lee 
was unable to reject the then- 
president’s request to financially 
support her confidante and was co¬ 


erced into making the payments. 
The court still found Lee guilty 
of giving 3.6 bilhon won, or $3.3 
million, in bribes for equestrian 
training of Choi’s daughter and of 
embezzling 
the money 
from Sam¬ 
sung funds. 

Lee’s law¬ 
yer, Lee 

Injae, told 
reporters 
that the Sam¬ 
sung vice 

chairman 
still plans to 
appeal his 
conviction. 

Prosecutors also were expected to 
appeal the court’s ruhng, making 
it almost certain the case will go 
to the Supreme Court. 

Lee, 49, the only son of Sam¬ 
sung’s ailing chairman, was given 
a five-year prison term in August 


on bribery and other charges 
hnked to a political scandal that 
took down Park. 

Lee has pleaded not guilty to 
charges he used Samsung cor¬ 
porate funds to bribe Park and 
Choi, seeking to consolidate his 
control over Samsung and facili¬ 
tate a smooth transfer of corpo¬ 
rate leadership from his father. 
The appeals court rejected the 
lower court’s view that corporate 
succession was one of the issues 
at stake. 

Many South Koreans were ex¬ 
pecting a tough stance from the 
appeals court and took to social 
media and online news portals to 
vent their anger at the ruling and 
the judge who issued the verdict. 

“Repubhc of Samsung” and 
the name of the judge who hand¬ 
ed down Monday’s verdict were 
among the top trending words on 
Twitter in Korean. 

The earlier ruhng against Lee 


was seen as a departure from 
the previous court cases that had 
been criticized for being too soft 
on white-collar crime and toward 
executives of chaebol, the big con¬ 
glomerates that helped South Ko¬ 
rea’s rapid industrialization. 

Lee’s case and the current trial 
of the former president are seen as 
tests of the country’s commitment 
to ending cozy ties among South 
Korea’s pohtical and business 
ehte. Such links once were seen 
as the key to South Korea’s im¬ 
pressive rise from the ashes of its 
1950-53 war but now are blamed 
for corruption and inequality and 
stifling innovation. 

Before the final hearing at the 
appeals court, Lee paid back 8 
bilhon won, or $7.3 million, to 
Samsung Electronics. The lower 
court had said Lee embezzled that 
amount from Samsung to bribe 
Choi. 



North Korean official at Olympics 
unlikely to oversee breakthrough 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


A protester outside the ice rink in Incheon, South Korea, steps on a 
photo of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un before the women’s ice 
hockey practice match between a combined Koreas team and Sweden. 


By Foster Klug 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — North Korea’s head of 
state is coming to archrival South 
Korea, but it’s the wrong one — at 
least if the goal is peace on the 
volatile Korean Peninsula. 

Kim Yong Nam, 90, is techni¬ 
cally the North’s titular leader, 
and a visit by the North Korean 
fixture to the 
ANALYSIS Pyeongchang 

Winter Olym¬ 
pics will mark 
— again, technically — the high¬ 
est-level trip south from the North 
in recent memory. 

But the visit, like Kim’s title, 
may be entirely ceremonial. 

The real power in North Korea 
is third-generation dictator Kim 
Jong Un, and any serious bid 
for high-level talks at the games 


would likely involve someone 
from the inner circle that sur¬ 
rounds the man who took su¬ 
preme power after the 2011 death 
of his father, Kim Jong II. 

That is not to say that Kim Yong 
Nam’s visit will be useless. 

After one of the worst years in a 
long, acrimonious and bloody re¬ 
lationship —North Korean nucle¬ 
ar tests and missile launches and 
increasingly believable threats of 
war from both North Korea and 
Washington — any nod to diplo¬ 
macy is progress, and even cer¬ 
emonial heads of state will help. 

Kim Yong Nam and US. Vice 
President Mike Pence will both 
be at the games’ Feb. 9 opening 
ceremony. 

With the Trump administration 
touting a purported harder line 
against the North than the Obama 
administration — and Donald 
Trump himself trading insults 


with Kim Jong Un — there’s little 
chance that Washington, which 
doesn’t have formal diplomatic 
relations with the North, will ap¬ 
prove a meeting. 

For other officials in Py¬ 
eongchang, however, Kim Yong 
Nam — whose head of state title 
stems from his role as chairman 
of the Presidium of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly, the North’s 
unicameral legislature — may be 
more palatable as a diplomatic li¬ 
aison. That’s because he’s one of 
the few high-level North Koreans 
not on global blacklists over the 
North’s illicit nuclear and missile 
programs. 

There’s also a possibility that 
Kim Yong Nam could be carry¬ 
ing a message for the South Ko¬ 
reans from his boss, or traveling 
south with someone close to Kim 
Jong Un — which would improve 
chances of actual diplomacy 
happening. 


Outside analysts will be pour¬ 
ing over the delegation list to see 
who’s with him. One interesting 
possibility that’s being talked 
about in Seoul is Choe Ryong Hae, 
who is seen as Kim Jong Un’s top 
lieutenant. 

Kim Yong Nam alone, however, 
is unlikely to oversee any lasting 
breakthrough. 

While his influence in state 


affairs has likely been diminish¬ 
ing over the years because of his 
age, Kim Yong Nam is a proven 
survivor, having dodged the 
purges and executions that have 
felled other senior North Korean 
bureaucrats. 

Regardless of whom Pyong¬ 
yang sends, it’s not really clear 
how interested North Korea is in 
diplomacy. 


South Africa’s ANC party mulls Zuma’s fate as pressure grows 



Themba Hadebe/AP 


Members of the African National Congress protest outside the party’s headquarters 
in downtown Johannesburg on Monday, calling for President Jacob Zuma to step down. 


By Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — South Africa’s rul¬ 
ing party on Monday faced one of its biggest 
challenges since the end of white minority 
rule in 1994, struggling to resolve a leader¬ 
ship crisis amid increasing calls for scandal- 
tainted President Jacob Zuma to resign. 

Top leaders of the ruling African Nation¬ 
al Congress met Zuma at his Pretoria resi¬ 
dence late Sunday for a discussion that one 
delegate had said would focus on the “best 
interests” of the party and the country. How¬ 
ever, there was no announcement Monday 
about the results of the meeting, days ahead 
of a state of the nation address that Zuma is 
scheduled to deliver in parhament. 

South Africa’s political opposition has said 
Zuma is a discredited figure who should not 
deliver the speech Thursday and that the 
occasion should be postponed until the ANC 
party sorts out its internal conflict. 


Many ruling party members want Deputy 
President Cyril Ramaphosa, who replaced 
Zuma as party president in December and 
has talked tough on corruption, to become 
state president so the party can recover lost 
popularity ahead of 2019 elections. 

Critics of Zuma and supporters of the 
president scuffled outside party headquar¬ 
ters in Johannesburg on Monday. 

The ANC, which was the main anti-apart¬ 
heid movement for decades, has led South 
Africa since the end of white minority rule 
and drew moral standing from its asso¬ 
ciation with Nelson Mandela, the country’s 
first black president. However, corruption 
scandals and mismanagement have sapped 
some support in recent years. 

The two dozen members of the ruling 
party’s national working committee were 
scheduled to meet Monday afternoon to 
discuss Zuma’s fate. South African media 
reported. 
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OPINION 

Voters bullish on economy, bearish on Trump 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

T here is an acute struggle divid¬ 
ing U.S. voters that isn’t about 
Democrats versus Republicans or 
differences on issues. 

It’s about the public’s optimistic view of 
the economy during the first year of Don¬ 
ald Trump’s presidency and the simultane¬ 
ously pessimistic view of Trump himself 
The contrast is striking. 

Polls show overwhelming satisfaction 
with the state of the economy, the most 
since the final three years of President 
Bill Clinton’s administration and the early 
months of the George W. Bush presidency. 

Investor and consumer confidence are 
on a roll. In January, the Dow Jones Indus¬ 
trial Average and S&P 500 index both rose 
by about 5 percent. Last week, the Confer¬ 
ence Board reported that consumer confi¬ 
dence was nearing a 17-year high. 

At the same time, no president has had 
job-approval and personal-popularity 
ratings as low as Trump’s after one year 
in office. Polls show him to be much less 
admired personally at the same stage of 
his presidency than his two White House 
predecessors, Barack Obama and George 
W. Bush. His personal poll ratings also 
lag former Vice President Joe Biden’s and 
2012 Republican presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney’s. 

“Like cars with good shock absorbers, 
presidents with personal popularity seem 
to take the bumps,’’ said Peter Hart, a 
Democratic pollster. For Trump, he said, 
“it can only be described as a year of per¬ 
sonal alienation.” The president gets nega¬ 
tive marks on integrity, temperament and 
knowledge. 

Trump’s ratings improved a bit last week 


after his State of the Union speech. He was 
an effective cheerleader for the tax cuts 
enacted in January, which he credited with 
improving the economy. As always with 
Trump, facts were a casualty: His claim 
that the economy has added 200,000 jobs a 
month since his election was 17 percent too 
high, with the real number actually lower 
than the number created in the same pe¬ 
riod in Obama’s final year. The economy 
did add 200,000 jobs in January, the Labor 
Department reported on Friday. The tax 
cut may have played a part, but it wasn’t, 
contrary to his boast, anywhere near the 
largest in history. 

He is far from the first president to make 
false claims or exaggerations in State of 
the Union speeches and lots of other ven¬ 
ues. In touting the Affordable Care Act, for 
example, Obama claimed dozens of times 
that “if you like your health care plan you 
can keep it.” That was false. But there’s no 
question about Obama’s basic respect for 
the truth. 

By contrast, no president has lied as 
often, as blatantly and as casually as 
Trump. He seems to believe that if you re¬ 
peat a falsehood enough, many people will 
come to believe it. 

That may be a political strength. Many 
Republicans think of Trump as a super 
salesman, a RT. Barnum of presidents. 
And the soaring public confidence in the 
economy gives people a rationale for turn¬ 
ing a receptive ear to Trump’s exaggerated 
claims. 

The president’s supporters argue that 
more of these voters will come around. 
“It takes time for people to feel the good 
news in the economy,” said Andrew Sura- 
bian, a protege of Trump’s former strate¬ 
gist Steve Bannon and senior adviser to 
the pro-Trump Great American Alliance. 


“Over time, what he is doing will take full 
effect.” 

Democrats tend to disagree. The econ¬ 
omy, they contend, has been strong since 
Trump took office, including during peri¬ 
ods when Trump’s popularity was falling. 
The political pluses of the tax cuts are 
overrated, they contend, while the political 
perils of threatened cuts in Social Security 
and Medicare are real. They’re betting that 
most voters outside Trump’s loyalist base 
will not warm to his polarizing tactics and 
mean-spirited public pronouncements. 

Of course, the economy isn’t the only 
thing that will ultimately determine how 
Americans come to see Trump. A foreign 
crisis or the outcome of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation of possible 
links to Russian interference in the U.S. 
campaign could also have a strong impact. 

And let’s not forget that presidents have 
far less influence on economic ups and 
downs than many people tend to think 
— no White House has ever controlled the 
business cycle. The long recovery from the 
2008 financial crisis can’t go on forever, no 
matter how sunny the outlook appears. 

“When people are happy and confident, 
something wrong happens,” warned the 
private-equity billionaire David Ruben- 
stein at a Bloomberg-sponsored forum at 
the World Economic Forum conference 
last month in Davos, Switzerland. 

If that “something wrong” happens with 
Trump in the White House, that’s when the 
public’s distaste for his personality will hit 
him hardest. There will be no safety net to 
catch his fall. 


Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

He was the executive editor of Bloomberg News, 
before which he was a reporter, bureau chief and 
executive Washington editor at The Wali Street 
Journai. 


Chief Wahoo strikes out with modern mindset 


By John M. Crisp 

Tribune News Service 

M artin Luther King Jr. said that 
the “arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward 
justice.” I hope that’s true. But 
I’m certain that King never meant to imply 
that the arc bends on its own; it has to be 
nudged, sometimes shoved. 

So, good for Mqjor League Baseball’s 
Cleveland Indians. When the Indians de¬ 
cided recently to retire Chief Wahoo, they 
gave the arc of the moral universe a gentle 
nudge in the right direction. Chief Wahoo’s 
visage was replaced as the team’s cap logo 
in 2013, and it will be removed from uni¬ 
forms and stadium signs in 2019. 

The team’s classic icon since the 1930s, 
Chief Wahoo is the highly recognizable 
caricatured face of an Indian brave. Wahoo 
has bright red skin, but he’s no noble sav¬ 
age. The cartoonish expression on his face 
is open for interpretation, but it’s more 
likely to remind you of guile and devious¬ 
ness, with maybe a touch of firewater, than 
of honorable attributes such as courage 
and resilience. 

Of course, the Cleveland ball club will 
still be called the Indians, and it will take 
more than a gentle nudge to persuade Dan¬ 
iel Snyder, owner of the Washington Red¬ 
skins, to change the name of the football 
team that resides in our nation’s capital. 

But MLK Jr. noted that the moral arc 
“bends”; it doesn’t make sharp turns. Even 
a modest movement in the right direction 
should be noted, celebrated and, one hopes, 
continued. 

Many colleges and high schools have al¬ 
ready abandoned their Native American 
mascots and logos. In 1974 Dartmouth 
changed its mascot’s name from the “In¬ 
dians” to the “Big Green.” And students at 
the University of North Dakota are no lon¬ 



ger the “Fighting Sioux.” 

Some argue that the movement to end 
the use of Native American mascots re¬ 
flects excessive political correctness. But 
political correctness isn’t always bad, and 
ridding ourselves of mascots that treat 
groups of people as objects will reinforce 
the progress that civilization has made in 
other areas. 

Of course, other groups of human be¬ 
ings have been taken on as mascots, as 
well — the Dallas Cowboys and Green Bay 
Packers, for example. But plenty of blacks, 
Hispanics, Native Americans and women 
have also been “cowboys.” Of mascots 
based strictly on ethnicity. Native Ameri¬ 
cans have been the predominate source. 
The few exceptions, such as the Minnesota 
Vikings and Notre Dame’s Fighting Irish, 
merely prove the rule. 

Most of the people who originally chose 


mascots such as the Washington Redskins, 
Kansas City Chiefs or Atlanta Braves 
were probably not cross-burning Ku Klux 
Klanners. Nevertheless, they reflected the 
casual racism of their day, and we’re left 
to rationalize their choices in an era that 
moves fitfully toward enlightenment. 

Thus we argue that using Native Ameri¬ 
cans for mascots celebrates their noble 
qualities—Braves and Chiefs, for example; 
Redskins, not so much — but the portrayal 
is one-dimensional, and the emphasis is 
on fierce, war-like attributes, which puts 
these sorts of mascots into the same cat¬ 
egory with Bears, Lions and Tigers. 

Further, we sometimes seek out Native 
Americans who say that they don’t mind 
having their culture caricatured and trivi¬ 
alized. They are available. But other Native 
Americans do, indeed, mind. And, in any 
case, this is an ethical issue that shouldn’t 
be subject to majority opinion. 

Turning real people into mascots based 
on ethnicity began during a time when 
no one bothered to ask Native Americans 
what they thought about it, and if anyone 
had, their opinions wouldn’t have carried 
much weight. The fact is, “white” people 
should be as concerned about this practice 
as anyone else. 

So, good riddance to Chief Wahoo. His 
disappearance represents limited, tenta¬ 
tive progress against the sort of casual, 
understated racism that is often more in¬ 
sidious and intractable than outright sup¬ 
port for white supremacy. 

Maybe someday we’ll reach the happy 
land where, when someone says, “Let’s 
name our new sports team after a one-di¬ 
mensional stereotype of an ethnic group,” 
others will say, “What a ridiculous notion. 
Why would we do a thing like that?” 

iohn M. Crisp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune 

News Service, lives in Georgetown, Texas. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Bakery halts cake 
delivery to retailers 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 
Vietnamese bakery in 
Louisiana has suspended deliver¬ 
ies to other retailers until Mardi 
Gras amid increasing demand 
and rumors of price gouging. 

The Advocate of New Orleans 
reported Dong Phuong ended the 
delivery Thursday. 

Dong Phuong President Linh 
Garza said the company now will 
be prioritizing customers who 
come to the bakery by only selling 
the cakes there. Garza said the 
bakery has heard about people 
buying their cakes for up to $60 
from scalpers when the bakery’s 
king cake prices start at $14. 

Dong Phuong makes about 
1,000 cakes per day. The bakery 
now rations the cakes to two per 
person. 

Exceptions sought in 
ban on child marriage 

PI TALLAHASSEE —The 
r L Florida House isn’t com¬ 
pletely willing to outlaw child 
marriages. 

The day after the Senate unani¬ 
mously passed a bill to ban mar¬ 
riage for anyone younger than 18, 
a House committee on Thursday 
approved exceptions for those ages 
16 and 17 in cases of pregnancy in 
which the partner is no more than 
two years older than the minor 
and the parents consent. 

Republican Rep. Heather Fit- 
zenhagen amended a bill by Re¬ 
publican Jeanette Nunez to allow 
the exception. Fitzenhagen said 
she wants to account for real-life 
situations, including pregnancy. 

Anti-LGBTQ group buys 
former gay bar building 

^ U TOLEDO — A Chris- 
tian group that consid¬ 
ers homosexuality to be immoral 
has purchased a building for wor¬ 
ship services that until late last 
year housed one of Ohio’s oldest 
gay bars. 

The Blade reported property 
records show the Bretz Nightclub 
building in Toledo was bought 
last month for $148,000. 

The Greater Toledo House of 
Prayer says in a statement the pre¬ 
vious owner had tried to sell the 
building for three years so it could 
remain open as a gay club. The 
group says it has no role in closing 
the club and bought the building 
because it needs more space. 

Man is charged after 
clash with firefighters 

Kl nil ALBUQUERQUE 
ITI — Bernalillo County 
authorities said a neighbor was 
arrested at a house fire after 
he ignored commands to stand 
clear and then allegedly attacked 
firefighters. 

Officials said Ruben Cuellar, 
31, was arrested on suspicion of 
aggravated battery upon a health 
care worker after being accused 
of dislocating one firefighter’s 
shoulder, punching another in the 
nose and pushing a third. 

The incident occurred Thurs¬ 
day night on the Pgjarito Mesa 
west of Albuquerque. 


THE CENSUS 


$566K 


The amount a bicyclist is seeking in a lawsuit against the city of Portland, Ore., after he hit a pair 
of concrete islands on his way home from the World Naked Bike Ride in June 2016, causing him to 
crash and break his nose, arm and two fingers. Charles Ziemer’s lawsuit faults the city for failing to 
put reflectors or lights on the islands and situating them in a travel lane. 


Flying fisb 

Owen Cruz, 11, of Auburn, Maine, catches a frozen fish that his brother, Cody, threw on Sabattus Lake in Sabattus, Maine, while they wait 
for flags to go up during the second annual Oak Hill Boosters Pike Derby. 


Bernalillo County Fire Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Larry Gallegos 
said two firefighters were treated 
for minor injuries and two people 
pulled from the home were treat¬ 
ed for light smoke inhalation. 

Mayor, 91, retires 
after nearly 55 years 

11 MARION — The longest- 
I L serving mayor in Illinois 
has retired at the age of 91. 

The Southern Illinoisan report¬ 
ed that Bob Butler has served as 
mayor of Marion for nearly 55 
years. He took office in 1963 and 
has been elected by three genera¬ 
tions of voters. 

Butler, who retired Jan. 31, said 
he has always had his own way of 
doing things, but that he doesn’t 
believe he was much different 
than anybody else would be given 
the time he has served. He said 
his decisions weren’t always the 
most popular, but that he was 
usually justified in the long run. 

City bans disposable 
plastic shopping bags 

AiC KODIAK — The Ko- 
diak City Council has 


approved a ban on some plastic 
bags. 

The Kodiak Daily Mirror re¬ 
ported that councilmembers 
voted Jan. 25 to ban stores from 
providing customers with plastic 
bags. The new law will go into ef¬ 
fect April 22. 

Store owners, some of whom 
have mixed feelings on the ban, 
will be able to use their current 
inventories of disposable bags for 
up to eight months after the ban 
goes into effect. 

Councilmember Charles Da¬ 
vidson said only “disposable 
plastic shopping” bags will be 
banned, leaving the door open for 
store owners to continue using 
other types of plastic. 

Family’s dog turns up 
10 years after vanishing 

1^^ APOLLO — A family 
has been reunited with 
its dog 10 years after the dog went 
missing. 

Debra Suierveld and her fam¬ 
ily assumed their dog Abby had 
died after she ran away in 2008 
from their home, but decade-old 
sadness turned to joy on Saturday 
when Suierveld received word 


someone had found the dog. 

The black Labrador mix 
showed up on George Speiring’s 
front porch in Lower Burrell, 10 
miles west of Apollo. Speiring 
contacted Animal Protectors of 
Allegheny Valley, which discov¬ 
ered the dog’s microchip and was 
able to contact Suierveld. 

Abby is in great health and re¬ 
members things the family taught 
her, Suierveld said. 

Dead goose knocks 
hunter unconscious 

M|^ EASTON — A water- 
ItI mJ fowl hunter is in sta¬ 
ble condition after a dead goose 
fell from the sky and knocked 
him unconscious. 

Robert Meilhammer, of 
Dorchester County, was hunting 
with three other people when one 
of them fired at a flock of Canada 
geese overhead. 

Maryland Natural Resourc¬ 
es Police spokeswoman Candy 
Thomson said a goose hit Meil¬ 
hammer, knocking him out and 
causing head and facial injuries. 

The Washington Post reported 
that when he came to, he knew 
who he was, but “little else,” ac¬ 
cording to a Natural Resources 


police officer. 

The agency tweeted Friday that 
Meilhammer was in stable condi¬ 
tion and awaiting more tests at a 
Baltimore trauma center. 

‘Big Bass Capital’ city 
unveils fish monument 

^ I EUFAULA — Alabama 
is known for its unusual 
memorials and statues, and the 
city of Eufaula is adding to the list 
with a monument to a fish. 

Officials in the lakeside town 
on the Georgia border have un¬ 
veiled a 12-foot-tall replica of a 
largemouth bass to celebrate its 
claim as the “Big Bass Capital of 
the World.” 

Bass fishing draws thousands 
of people to Lake Eufaula each 
year, and the state tourism agen¬ 
cy awarded a grant to construct 
the monument. The agency also 
funded a marker celebrating the 
late Tom Mann, who helped get 
Eufaula on the fishing map with 
his lure company. 

The fish joins a list of Alabama 
monuments that includes a boll 
weevil statue in Enterprise and a 
coon dog cemetery in Cherokee. 
From wire reports 
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Paul Simon: Upcoming 
tour will be the last 


Only a few days after Elton 
John announced he will retire 
from touring in three years, an¬ 
other venerable music figure is 
throwing in the touring towel 
— Paul Simon. 

Simon, 76, took to social media 
Monday to say his 
upcoming tour 
will be his last, 
citing the person¬ 
al toll of touring 
and the death of 
his lead guitarist, 

Vincent N’guini. 

“I feel the trav¬ 
el and time away 



Simon 


from my wife and family takes a 
toll that detracts from the joy of 
playing,” he wrote. Retiring from 
the road “feels a little unsettling, 
a touch exhilarating, and some¬ 
thing of a relief” 

Tickets for his “Homeward 
Bound — The Farewell Tour” 
will go on sale Feb. 8. It kicks off 
in May in Vancouver, Canada, 
and will take him across North 
America and Europe. His last 
date is July 15 in London. 

Simon’s best-known songs in¬ 
clude “The Sound of Silence,” 
“Mrs. Robinson,” “Bridge Over 
Troubled Water” and “Diamonds 
on the Soles of Her Shoes.” 

Paul Simon is a member of the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame and 
has been inducted into the Rock 
’n’ Roll Hall of Fame, both as a 
member of Simon & Garfunkel 
and as a solo artist. The singer- 
songwriter said he will still do the 
“occasional performance” after 
his last tour. 


7 weeks later, 

‘Jumanji’ again No. 1 

The heir to “Titanic” is ... “Ju- 
manji: Welcome the Jungle”? 

For the first time since James 
Cameron’s 1998 disaster epic, a 
December release has topped the 
weekend box office in February. 
Seven weeks after first opening 
in theaters, Sony Pictures’ “Ju- 
manji” again took the top spot at 
the North American box office 
with an estimated $11 million in 
ticket sales, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. 

On a sluggish Super Bowl 
weekend, that was good enough 
to surpass last week’s No. 1 film, 
“Maze Runner: The Death Cure.” 
The third installment in the se¬ 
ries slid 58 percent in its second 
week with $10.2 million. It’s made 
$142.9 million overseas. 

But it’s the fourth weekend out 
of seven in which the “Jumanji” 
reboot, starring Dwayne Johnson 
and Kevin Hart, has led all films 
domestically. It has carved an un¬ 
likely path on route to its record¬ 
setting run. Met with little initial 
fanfare, “Jumanji” played second 
fiddle for its first two weeks of 
release to “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi.” 

But riding good word of mouth 
and relatively little family-film 
competition, “Jumanji” has be¬ 
come one of Sony’s biggest hits 
ever, ranking behind only its 
“Spider-Man” films. It has now 
grossed $352.6 million in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

The Helen Mirren-led haunted- 
house horror film “Winchester” 
was the sole new wide release. 
The film about the true-life tale of 



Newly released trailers hint 
at Star Wars pilot's origins 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

T he first trailer of “Solo: A Star Wars 
Story” has finally arrived, offering the 
first glimpse of the much-anticipated 
spinoff plagued by production troubles. 
After a 45-second ad for the latest “Star Wars” 
film played during Sunday’s Super Bowl, a 90-sec- 
ond teaser trailer premiered Monday on “Good 
Morning America.” The footage showcased a 
gritty prequel featuring the snazzy interior of a 
then-new Millennium Falcon, the familiar growl 
of Chewbacca and a plethora of handsome fur 
coats. 

Though punctuated by the brashness of Alden 
Ehrenreich’s young Han Solo, the vibe of the 
trailer is a little chiller than was once forecast 
for “Solo.” The initial directors, Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller (“The Lego Movie,” “21 Jump 
Street”) are known for their irreverent sense of 
humor, something that first excited many “Star 
Wars” fans when the pair was enlisted for the 
stand-alone installment. 

But Lord and Miller were removed from the 
film six months into production over what Lucas- 
film said were “different creative visions” on the 
film. Ron Howard was brought in as a replace¬ 


ment in July, and shooting concluded in October. 

The trailer for the film, to be released May 25, 
seemed intent on assuring fans that “Solo” will 
be a more typically somber chapter in the sci¬ 
ence-fiction franchise. Young Solo is shown as an 
ambitious flyboy who drops out of the fight acad¬ 
emy and enlists with a rogue band led by Woody 
Harrelson’s Tobias Beckett. 

“I’ve been running scams on the street since I 
was 10,” Solo says in voice-over. “I was kicked out 
of the fly academy for having a mind of my own. 
I’m going to be a pilot — best in the galaxy.” 

Concerns have also been focused on Ehren- 
reich, who has the unenviably position of fol¬ 
lowing in Harrison Ford’s footsteps in one of 
the most iconic roles in movies. Before booking 
the role, Ehrenreich starred in Joel and Ethan 
Coen’s “Hail, Caesar!” and Warren Beatty’s 
“Rules Don’t Apply,” but The Hollywood Re¬ 
porter earlier reported that an acting coach was 
brought in late in the production to aid the actor’s 
performance. 

Instead of focusing solely on Solo, Monday’s 
trailer promoted the film’s larger ensemble, 
including Donald Glover as Lando Calrissian, 
Emilia Clarke and Thandie Newton. 

Watch the 90-second trailer at tinyurl. 
com/y9pkfgao. 


“Solo: A Star Wars Story” stars Alden Ehrenreich as Han Solo (right inset). 
Left inset: Woody Harrelson plays Beckett. The film opens in the U.S. on May 25. 

Photos from Lucasfilm Ltd., Disney/AP 


19th-century heiress Sarah Win¬ 
chester opened with $9.3 million. 

Del Toro wins top 
Directors Guild Award 

The fantasy romance “The 
Shape of Water” added another 
key prize in its 
awards season 
run with Guiller¬ 
mo del Toro’s win 
at the Directors 
Guild Awards on 
Feb. 3. 

“The Shape 
of Water,” about 
a mute woman 
who falls in love 
with an underwater creature, 
has emerged as the awards-sea- 
son front runner with a Produc¬ 
ers Guild Award and a leading 13 


Academy Award nominations. 

Del Toro said his movie is one 
that is “Full of many reasons why 
it shouldn’t work, and they are the 
reasons that it works.” He dedi¬ 
cated the honor to his mother and 
father, who has been ill. 

He won out over fellow direc¬ 
tors Greta Gerwig (“Lady Bird”), 
Martin McDonagh (“Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri”), Christopher Nolan 
(“Dunkirk”) and Jordan Peele 
(“Get Out”), although Peele did 
win the prize for first-time fea¬ 
ture film for his blockbuster hor¬ 
ror film. 

Spice Girls confirm 
plans to collaborate 

The Spice Girls have confirmed 


plans to work together for the first 
time in six years, though details of 
the projects remain undisclosed. 

Photos released Feb. 2 showed a 
meeting of Victoria “Posh Spice” 
Beckham, Melanie “Sporty 
Spice” Chisholm, Emma “Baby 
Spice” Bunton, Melanie “Scary 
Spice” Brown and Geri “Ginger 
Spice” Horner. 

Publicist Jo Milloy later re¬ 
leased a statement saying “the 
time now feels right to explore 
some incredible new opportuni¬ 
ties together.” 

It said new projects would “em¬ 
brace the original essence of the 
Spice Girls, while reinforcing our 
message of female empowerment 
for future generations.” 

The Spice Girls were a 1990s 
phenomenon, and last reunited at 
the 2012 London Olympics. 



del Toro 


Lady Gaga cancels 
European tour dates 

Lady Gaga has canceled 10 
concerts in Europe because of 
severe pain, the tour’s promoter 
said Feb. 3. 

Live Nation said the musician 
is “suffering from severe pain 
that has materially impacted her 
ability to perform live.” 

In a statement posted on social 
media. Lady Gaga said she was 
“devastated” to disappoint her 
fans. She said her medical team 
“is supporting the decision for me 
to recover at home.” 

The singer had been due to play 
Sunday and Thursday at London’s 
02 Arena as part of her Joanne 
World Tour. The other canceled 
concerts were in Manchester; Zu¬ 
rich; Cologne, Germany; Stock¬ 
holm; Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Berlin and two shows in Paris. 

Lady Gaga previously post¬ 
poned her European shows in 
September after being hospital¬ 
ized in Rio de Janeiro suffering 
from “severe physical pain.” 

The 31-year old singer-song- 
writer, whose real name is Stefani 
Germanotta, has spoken about 
suffering from fibromyalgia, a 
chronic pain condition. 

Other news 

■ After months of speculation 
that she was pregnant with her 
first child, Kylie Jenner has an¬ 
nounced the birth of a baby girl. 
In an Instagram post Sunday, 
Jenner says the baby was born 
Feb. 1. It’s the first child for the 
20-year-old reality TV star and 
25-year-old rapper Travis Scott. 
In her post, Jenner apologizes for 
keeping fans “in the dark through 
all the assumptions.” She says she 
chose to keep her pregnancy pri¬ 
vate and “not to do in front of the 
world.” 

■ Actor and screenwriter Paul 
Rudd picked up his 2018 Man of 
the Year award from Hasty Pud¬ 
ding, the nation’s oldest collegiate 
theatrical organization at Har¬ 
vard University on Feb. 2. The 
Boston Globe reported that the 
actor was celebrated in a roast 
that targeted his “dad face” and 
his past as a bar mitzvah DJ. 
Hasty Pudding said it chose the 
“Ant-Man” star because his ca¬ 
reer has spanned many genres. 

■ Dennis Edwards, a Gram- 
my-winning former member of 
the famed Motown group The 
Temptations, died Feb. 1 in Chi¬ 
cago after a long illness. He was 
74. Edwards replaced founding 
member David Ruffin in 1968, 
and his soulful, passionate voice 
defined the group for years. 

■ Pixar’s “Coco” swept the 
45th Annie Awards on Feb. 3, 
winning 11 trophies at the annual 
ceremony honoring the year’s 
best in animation. 

■ Britain’s film academy, 
known as BAFTA, has expelled 
movie mogul Harvey Wein¬ 
stein after suspending him last 
year over sexual misconduct 
allegations. 

■ Dennis Quaid is narrat¬ 
ing a new audio edition of Tom 
Wolfe’s prize-winning book about 
the space program, “The Right 
Stuff.” Quaid played astronaut 
Gordon Cooper in the 1983 film 
adaptation. 

From The Associated Press 
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Room for everyone - and their stuff 

2018 Chevy Traverse gets a makeover and is still a great choice for a big family 


By G. Chambers Williams III 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

T he Traverse, Chevrolet’s eight- 
passenger crossover, enters its 
second generation for 2018 with 
a complete restyling designed to 
make an already great vehicle even better. 

With the makeover, prices for 2018 begin 
at $29,930 (plus $995 freight) for the base 
L model with front-wheel drive and run 
as high as $52,100 for the High Country 
model with all-wheel drive. 

In between are the LS ($32,100), LT 
Cloth ($34,600), LT Leather ($41,200), RS 
($42,100) and Premier ($44,500) front- 
wheel-drive models. All-wheel drive is 
available on all but the L and RS models, 
and is standard on the High Country. The 
RS and High Country models are two new 
trim levels added for 2018. 

Our test vehicle for this report was the 
LT Leather with front drive, with a list 
price of $41,200 and total delivered price 
of $42,540, including freight and $395 in 
options — the cost of the premium C^jun 
Red Tintcoat exterior paint. 

Arguably one of the best of its class, the 
Traverse is a large crossover with lots of 
room for the family and their stuff. 

Chevy calls the new Traverse’s exte¬ 
rior styling “bold and refined.” It’s not as 
rounded as its predecessor, but it still very 
much looks like a Traverse, which is a good 
thing. This is one of Chevrolet’s best vehi¬ 
cles of the past decade, and it didn’t need 
an entirely new look. The rear end has a 
squared-off look, which is probably the 
biggest styling change. 

Some of the Traverse’s exterior styling 
was “inspired” by the big Chevrolet sport 
utility vehicles — the Tahoe and Subur¬ 


ban, Chevy says. Those include premium 
features such as chrome accents, LED sig¬ 
nature lighting and available D-Optic LED 
headlights. 

One thing that was retained in the new 


2018 Chevrolet Traverse 



Highlights: The Traverse has been redesigned 
for 2018, and now enters its second 
generation. It’s roomy and comfortable, has 
plenty of power and decent fuel economy, 
and comes with a wide variety of standard 
and optional features, depending on trim 
level. 

Disadvantages: No low-range four-wheel-drive 
system offered for serious off-road use. 
Powertrain: 3.6-liter V-6, normally aspirated; 
2.0-liter inline four-cylinder, turbocharged 
Transmission: Nine-speed automatic 
Horsepower/torque: 310 HP/266 foot-pounds 
(3.6-liter); 257 HP (2.0-liter) 

EPA fuel economy: 18 city/27 highway/21 
combined (V-6, 2WD); 17/25/20 (V-6, 

AWD); 20/26/22 (1-4) 

TNS 


generation is the generous third-row space, 
particularly the legroom, which makes 
that seat just as comfortable for adults 
as for children. This is one of the few big 
crossovers that can achieve that. There is 
also ample cargo room and overall interior 
space. 

There are also a new split/folding sec¬ 
ond-row seat and second-row captain’s 
chairs that improve on the original Smart 
Slide feature for that row. That includes 
the curbside seat’s ability to tip up and 
slide forward, even with a forward-facing 
child seat in place, to provide easy access 
to the third row. 

The standard engine is the 3.6-liter V-6, 
cranking out 310 horsepower and 266 foot¬ 
pounds of torque. It’s connected to a nine- 
speed automatic transmission. This was 
the engine on our tester, and we had plenty 
of power for both routine interstate high¬ 
way driving and some mountain roads we 
encountered during our weeklong test. 

The new RS model comes with a 
257-horsepower turbocharged 2.0-liter 
four-cylinder engine, also paired with a 
nine-speed automatic. 

The fanciest model — the High Coun¬ 
try — has a long list of premium features, 
including unique interior trim with Loft 
Brown leather and suede microfiber ac¬ 
cents, 20-inch polished wheels. High Coun¬ 
try badges, D-Optic headlights, standard 
twin-clutch all-wheel drive, and power/fold 
third row seat. 

The Chevrolet MyLink audio system 
with 7-inch screen is standard on L, LS 
and LT Cloth models, but our LT Leather 
came with the MyLink system with an 8- 
inch screen, which also is standard on RS, 
Premier and High Country models, and 
available on LT Cloth. Both systems are 
compatible with Apple CarPlay and An¬ 


droid Auto 

Also standard on all models— and a cool 
feature on our tester — is the OnStar 4G 
LTE Wi-Fi hotspot, which includes a three- 
month/3GB data trial. This gives everyone 
on board Wi-Fi access for their portable 
devices, as long as the vehicle is in cell ser¬ 
vice range. 

A driver information center with 3.5- 
inch display is standard on L, LS and LT 
Cloth models, while the 4.2-inch display is 
standard on LT Leather, RS, Premier and 
High Country and available on LT Cloth. 

Because the Traverse is intended to 
be a family vehicle, strong emphasis was 
placed on safety, with features to protect 
occupants before, during and after a crash. 
Among these are electronic stability con¬ 
trol and traction control; antilock brakes; 
and rollover mitigation to help prevent one 
of the most dangerous of common SUV 
accidents. 

There are seat-mounted side air bags for 
the front-seat passengers and roof-mount¬ 
ed side-curtain air bags for all three rows, 
along with the standard front air bags. 

The optional all-wheel drive gives the 
Traverse great all-weather capabilities, 
along with limited off-road ability — allow¬ 
ing it to handle many of the dirt roads that 
might be found in national and state parks. 
But it has lower ground clearance than 
most traditional SUVs, and the all-wheel 
drive doesn’t include low-range gearing for 
serious trail driving. 

The all-wheel drive is intended to give 
the vehicle better traction on slippery 
roads, but it’s also valuable on dry pave¬ 
ment at times, particularly during corner¬ 
ing. The system is fully automatic and no 
driver action is required to activate it. 


UP TO $3,885 RE8ATE 
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ATTORNEYS 



American 

Doctors & Staff 

Services Offered: 

Family Dentistry 
Certified Orthodontics 
Crowns and Veneers 
Implant Surgery 
Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Wisdom Teeth Surgery 
Nitrous Oxide 

Saturday & Evening Appointr 
Caring, Friendly American Sta 


I Wiesbaden Dental Care 

06119 887 2650 
Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.con 



VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

+49 (0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
mfo@transglobal-logistics.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices /Agencies near Miiitary instaiiations 
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’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 



Modern Aesthetic 

Dentistry 

. Aesthetic Dentistry 

• TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment 

• Certified Dental Hygienist 

• Preventive Care and 
Periodontal Therapy 

' Orthodontics/Invisalign 

• Implants 


Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained 
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and 
most successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. 
Come see why patients travel from all over Europe to visit 
Dr. Smith for general dental care to smile makeovers. After 
many successful years in Heidelberg, Dr. Smith has now 
opened a second office in Stuttgart. Please visit our Home- 
page and email or call for an appointment. 


Rbmerstrasse 1 • 69115 Heidelberg • 06221 -6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 • 71034 Bbblingen • 07031-2056062 
info@boeblingendental.com • www.boeblingendental.com 
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944 I Transportation 



Interglobal Shipping GmbH 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Powell sworn in as Federal Reserve chairman 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Jerome Powell, right, is sworn in as Federal Reserve Board chairman 
by Randal Quarles, the Fed's vice chairman for supervision. 


Biography 

Name: Jerome H. “Jay” Powell 
Birthdate: Feb. 4, 1953 
Birthplace: Washington, D.C. 
Education: Bachelor’s degree in 
politics, Princeton University; law 
degree, Georgetown University 
Experience: Member, Federal Re¬ 
serve board, 2012 to present; visit¬ 
ing scholar at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center in Washington; partner at 
the Carlyle Group, 1997-2005; 
assistant secretary and undersec¬ 


retary at Treasury Department dur¬ 
ing the administration of President 
George H.W. Bush; 

Family: Married, with 3 children. 
Quote: “Simple policy rules are 
widely thought to be both interest¬ 
ing and useful but to represent only 
a small part of the analysis needed 
to assess the appropriate path for 
policy. I am unable to think of any 
critical, complex human activity 
that could be safely reduced to a 
simple summary equation.” 

SOURCE: The Associated Press 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Jerome 
Powell was sworn in Monday as 
the 16th chairman of the Federal 
Reserve in a brief ceremony in the 
Fed’s board room. In a video mes¬ 
sage, Powell pledged to support 
continued economic growth and a 
healthy job market while remain¬ 
ing “vigilant” to any emerging 
economic risks. 

Powell, who turned 65 on Sun¬ 
day, was administered the oath of 
office by Randal Quarles, the Fed’s 
vice chairman for supervision, in 
a ceremony that was attended by 
Fed staff and Fed board member 
Lael Brainard. 

Powell succeeds Janet Yellen, 
the first woman to lead the nation’s 
central bank. President Donald 
Trump picked Powell after decid¬ 
ing to break with recent tradition 
and not offer Yellen a second four- 
year term. 

In his video message, Powell 
did not mention the current turbu¬ 
lence in financial markets, which 
sent stocks plunging on Friday. 
But he said he and the other Fed 
officials will “remain vigilant and 
we are prepared to respond to 
evolving risks.” 

Powell, who has been on the 
Fed board since 2012, was tapped 
by Trump on Nov. 2 after a highly 
public search for a new Fed chair. 
His nomination was approved by 
the Senate earlier this month for 
a four-year term as chairman that 
will end in February 2022. Pow¬ 
ell’s current term as a Fed board 
member does not end until Jan. 31, 
2028. 

In his message, Powell, an in¬ 
vestment banker before joining 
the Fed, said he was committed “to 
explaining what we’re doing and 
why we are doing it” in carrying 
out the Fed’s main jobs of promot¬ 
ing price stability and maximum 
employment. 

“Today, unemployment is low. 


the economy is growing and in¬ 
flation is low,” Powell said. “I am 
also pleased to report that our fi¬ 
nancial system is now far stronger 
and more resilient than it was be¬ 
fore the financial crisis that began 
about a decade ago. We intend to 
keep it that way.” 

Powell said that he and his Fed 
colleagues would work to make 
sure that the Fed’s regulations are 
“efficient as well effective.” 

Trump was highly critical of the 


tougher bank rules put in place 
after the 2008 financial crisis, 
saying they had harmed economic 
growth. He has been nominating 
officials for the Fed and the gov¬ 
ernment’s other bank regulatory 
jobs who have pledged to do away 
with unnecessary regulations. 

Powell did not mention recent 
stock market turbulence. But in 
an interview broadcast Sunday 
by CBS, Yellen said she did not 
want to characterize current stock 


prices as an asset bubble that 
could burst with dangerous re¬ 
sults, though she did see a “source 
of some concern that asset valua¬ 
tions are so high.” 

For now, the economy that Pow¬ 
ell’s Fed will preside over shows 
strength and residence. Unem¬ 
ployment is at a 17-year low. The 
economic expansion appears to be 
improving after a long stretch of 
subpar growth. On the surface, it 
might seem that all the Powell Fed 
needs to do now is serve as care¬ 
taker for a high-flying economy. 

But the Fed has always felt com¬ 
pelled to respond to threats before, 
not after, they arise, while there is 
time to prevent high inflation or 
an economic slowdown. 

No less an authority than Alan 
Greenspan, who led the Fed for 
18 years until 2006, expressed 
worries last week that dangerous 
bubbles might be forming in the 
financial markets, in part because 
of high federal debt resulting 
from increased benefit spending 
as baby boomers retire and the 
$1.5 trilhon in tax cuts now taking 
effect. 

The two most recent US. re¬ 
cessions were caused by bursting 
asset bubbles. The pricking of the 
dot-com bubble led to a recession 
in 2001. And the collapse of the 
housing bubble ignited the 2007- 
09 downturn, the worst since the 
Great Depression. 

The current recovery began in 
June 2009. If it lasts until June 
2019, it would tie the longest ex¬ 
pansion on record — the one that 
lasted from March 1991 to March 
2001. 

Though the expansion has been 
marked by slow economic growth, 
that very trait might ensure its du¬ 
rability. Plodding growth has kept 
inflation low and prevented the 
economy from overheating. 

“I don’t think a recession is 
on the horizon,” said Sung Won 
Sohn, an economics professor at 


Cahfomia State University, Chan¬ 
nel Islands. “We have had one of 
the slowest periods of economic 
growth on record, and I think 
slow means it will go for a longer 
period.” 

For that forecast to prove cor¬ 
rect, the Powell Fed will need to 
manage its rate policy with ex¬ 
ceeding care. Friday’s jobs report 
showing wages rising 2.9 percent 
over the past 12 months — the big¬ 
gest such jump since the recession 
ended in 2009 — suggested that 
the Fed may be entering an era 
of higher inflation and a need for 
higher rates. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 6). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 6). 

British pound (Feb. 6). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 6). 

South Korean won (Feb. 6). 


....$1.2760 

....€0.7837 

.$1.46 

.107.00 

...1,062.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira)... 


.0.3769 

$1 3991 
.1.2491 

6 2923 
6 0020 

.17.6414 

....$1.2403/0.8062 

7 8207 

.249.69 

.3.4524 

.110.21 

0 2998 
7 8006 
5161 

.3.34 

3 7502 

.1.3192 

.1,087.55 

.0.9367 

31 54 
....3.7693 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banxing 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.48 

30-year bond.3.11 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Make me mobile—and 
keep me en tep. 



SIARS^STRIPES 


1 need to know whafs going on in the 
world of the U.S. military — thafs 
why I subscribe to my #1 news source. 

Sure, I can access Stripes.com from 
my desktop. But as often as Vm on 
the road, I need news that can 
keep up with me. The iOS app 
works pefectly on my phone and 
my tablet — and ifs included in the 
Digital A^ccess subscription 
for one low price. 
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EtZARKO.COlA 
Fgaetoolc.aoYn/ Ks^rroComit;^ 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Entanglements 
5 Admin, aide 
9 Little rascal 

12 Off-white 

13 Swizzle 

14 Formerly called 

15 Student housing 

17 Moving truck 

18 Stumble 

19 Portents 
21 Titled women 

24 Scorch 

25 Petri dish gel 

26 Bach 
compositions 

30 Gaiety 

31 Sitar tunes 

32 Sugar suffix 

33 Baby frogs 

35 Sloth’s home 

36 Fermi’s bit 

37 Yucatan native 

38 Smidgens 
40 Twosome 

42 Street address? 

43 Region 

48 Leb. neighbor 

49 Send forth 

50 Sleeping 

51 Sauce source 

52 Carpets 

53 Tears 

2-6 

DWJG QSLGGZ RTLOF-RTKE J U R 

OSLQF WLG L PFTZ GWKEZ 

DTFSSJG. JD’G KUF KV DWF 

PJUFTZ’G VJUFTJFG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: LARGE REGION OE 
PERMAFROST THAT CONTAINS A PLETHORA OF 
DOMED, CIRCULAR HALLS: A ROTUNDRA. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals G 


DOWN 

24 Bikini parts 

1 Marry 

26 Tropical tree 

2 Green prefix 

27 Bio stat 

3 “It’s c-c-cold!” 

28 On the briny 

4 Historic South 

29 Viewed 

Carolina fort 

31 Farm alarm? 

5 Italian wine 

34 School 

region 

support org. 

6 Halt 

35 Toothpaste 

7 — Lancelot 

target 

8 Auditions 

37 Roman 1002 

9 Stock list 

38 Nile bird 

10 Intend 

39 Roughly 

11 Ballpoints 

40Bluenose 

16 Apr. addressee 

41 — and crafts 

20 Hosp. scan 

44 Flightless bird 

21 Loony 

45 Kimono sash 

22 Water, to Juan 

46 Workout unit 

23 Required 

47 QB’s gains 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 



■ People saying Free Dog 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst. 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Bartolo Colon on a minor 
league contract. 

National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Estalin Ortiz on a minor 
league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Recalled F Tyler 
Cavanaugh from Erie (NBAGL). 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled F Mitch 
Hults from Utah (ECHL) to San Diego 
(AHL). 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Assigned G 
Adin Hill to Tucson (AHL) 

EDMONTON OILERS - Assigned G 
Shane Starrett from Bakersfield (AHL) to 
Wichita (ECHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned G Ken 
Appleby to Binghamton (AHL). Recalled 
G Eddie Lack from Binghamton. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled F Vin- 
ni Lettieri from Hartford (AHL). 

American Hockey League 

BELLEVILLE SENATORS - Recalled F 
Daniel Ciampini from Brampton (ECHL). 

ECHL 

ORLANDO SOLAR BEARS - Released D 
Brandon Pfeil. 

UTAH GRIZZLIES - Signed F Nate Mit- 

WHEELING NAILERS - Signed F Tyler 
Murovich. 

WICHITA THUNDER - Released G Mike 
Ozowski as emergency backup. 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 6 

1943 — Montreal’s Ray Getliffe scores 
five goals to lead the Canadiens to an 8- 
3 triumph over the Boston Bruins. 

1958 — Ted Williams signs a contract 
with the Boston Red Sox for $135,000, 
making him the highest paid player in 
major league history. 

1967 — Muhammad All successfully 
defends his world heavyweight title 
with a 15-round decision over Ernest 
Terrell in the Houston Astrodome. 

1970 — The NBA expands to 18 teams 
with the addition of franchises in Buf¬ 
falo, Cleveland, Houston and Portland. 

1973 - The West beat the East, 123- 
111, in the ABA All-Star Game held in 
Salt Lake City. Willie Wise of the Utah 
Stars leads all scorers with 26. 

1985 — Seventeen-year-old Dianne 
Roffe becomes the first U.S. woman to 
win a gold medal in a World Alpine Ski 
Championship race, capturing the giant 
slalom in 2:18.53. 

1990 - Brett Hull of the St. Louis 
Blues scores his 50th goal, making him 
and his Hall of Famer father, Bobby Hull, 
the only father-son combination in NHL 
history to reach that milestone. 

2000 — Randy Moss sets records with 
nine catches for 212 yards, and Mike 
Alstott scores three touchdowns in the 
NFC’s 51-31 victory over the AFC, the 
highest-scoring Pro Bowl. 

2000 — Pavel Bure records the 11th 
hat trick in All-Star history and goalie 
Olaf Kolzig plays a shutout third period 
as the World team routs North America 
9-4 in the NHL’s 50th All-Star game. 

2005 — The New England Patriots 
win their third Super Bowl in four years, 
24-21 over the Philadelphia Eagles. It’s 
their ninth straight postseason victory, 
equaling Vince Lombardi’s Green Bay 
Packers. 

2011 — New England Patriots quar¬ 
terback Tom Brady becomes the first 
unanimous choice for The Associated 
Press NFL Most Valuable Player Award. 
Brady gets all 50 votes since the AP be¬ 
gan using a nationwide panel of media 
members who cover the league. 

2011 — Aaron Rodgers throws three 
touchdown passes and Nick Collins re¬ 
turns an interception for another score, 
leading the Green Bay Packers to a 31-25 
victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers in 
the Super Bowl. 

2016 — Germany’s Tobias Wendl and 
Tobias Arit claim the record for the most 
Luge World Cup doubles wins in history. 
The Olympic champions clock a com¬ 
bined time of 1:40.368 to move onto 35 
wins, one more than compatriots Patric 
Leitner and Alexander Resch, who re¬ 
tired in 2010. 


College basketball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Tennis 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

1. Villanova (22^**^^! Seton Hall 92- 

76. Next: vs. St. John’s, Wednesday. 

2. Virginia (22-1) did not play. Next: at 
Florida State, Wednesday. 

3. Purdue (23-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 17 Ohio State, Wednesday. 

4. Duke (19-4) did not play. Next: at No. 
19 North Carolina, Thursday. 

5. Michigan State (22-3) did not play. 
Next: at Iowa, Tuesday. 

6. Xavier (21-3) did not play. Next: at 
Butler, Tuesday. 

7. Kansas (17-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
TCU, Tuesday. 

8. Cincinnati (21-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. UCF, Tuesday. 

9. Arizona (19-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
UCLA, Thursday. 

10. Texas Tech (19-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Iowa State, Wednesday. 

11. Auburn (21-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas A&M, Wednesday. 

12. Oklahoma (16-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 15 West Virginia, Monday. 

13. Saint Mary’s (23-2) did not play. 
Next: at Loyola Marymount, Thursday. 

14. Gonzaga (21-4) did not play. Next: 
at Pacific, Thursday. 

15. West Virginia (17-6) did not play. 
Next: at No. 12 Oklahoma, Monday. 

16. Wichita State (17-5) did not play. 
Next: at Memphis, Tuesday. 

17. Ohio State (20-5) beat Illinois 75- 
67. Next: at No. 3 Purdue, Wednesday. 

18. Tennessee (17-5) did not play. Next: 
at No. 21 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

19. North Carolina (17-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 4 Duke, Thursday. 

20. Clemson (19-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

21. Kentucky (17-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 18 Tennessee, Tuesday. 

22. Rhode Island (19-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Davidson, Friday. 

23. Florida (15-8) did not play. Next: vs. 
LSU, Wednesday. 

24. Michigan (19-6) did not play. Next: 
at Northwestern, Tuesday. 

25. Arizona State (17-6) beat Washing¬ 
ton State 88-78. Next: vs. Southern Cal, 
Thursday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 80, Georgia Tech 72, 
OT 

Canisius 73, St. Peter’s 58 
Colgate 69, Navy 64 
Iona 98, Marist 64 
Niagara 96, Monmouth (NJ) 91 
Rider 74, Quinnipiac 59 
Villanova 92, Seton Hall 76 
SOUTH 

Maryland 68, Wisconsin 63 
Temple 83, Tulane 76 
Tulsa 63, South Florida 54 

MIDWEST 

III.-Chicago 78, Detroit 69 
Oakland 82, lUPUl 74 
Ohio St. 75, Illinois 67 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 88, Washington St. 78 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (22-0) beat Cincinnati 106-65. 
Next: at UCF, Wednesday. 

2. Mississippi State (23-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 7 South Carolina, Monday. 

3. Baylor (21-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oklahoma, Monday. 

4. Louisville (24-1) beat Syracuse 84- 

77. Next: vs. Clemson, Wednesday. 

5. Notre Dame (22-2) beat No. 19 Duke 
72-54. Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

6. Oregon (21-4) lost to No. 24 Stanford 
78-65. Next: at Washington, Friday. 

7. South Carolina (18-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 2 Mississippi State, Monday. 

8. Texas (18-4) did not play. Next: at 


Fight s 


t schedule 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

At Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
vs. Cristian Mijares, 12, for Berchelt’s 
WBC junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title; Egidijus Kavaliauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
Ml^^, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 
12, welterweights; David Benavidez vs. 


No. 21 West Virginia, Monday. 

9. UCLA (18-4) did not play. Next: at 
Southern Cal, Monday. 

10. Florida State (19-4) beat Pittsburgh 
66-59. Next: vs. Virginia, Thursday. 

11. Maryland (20-3) beat Nebraska 64- 
57. Next: at Michigan State, Thursday. 

12. Tennessee (19-4) beat Vanderbilt 
74-64. Next: at Arkansas, Thursday. 

13. Michigan (19-6) lost to Rutgers 63- 
56. Next: vs. Northwestern, Thursday. 

14. Texas A&M (18-6) beat Auburn 78- 
59. Next: vs. Mississippi, Thursday. 

15. Missouri (17-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Florida, Monday. 

16. Oregon State (17-6) beat No. 25 
California 68-48. Next: at Washington 
State, Friday. 

17. Georgia (20-3) beat Mississippi 69- 
45. Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

18. Ohio State (19-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Rutgers, Thursday. 

19. Duke (18-6) lost to No. 5 Notre 
Dame 72-54. Next: vs. Wake Forest, 
Wednesday. 

20. Green Bay (21-2) did not play. Next: 
at Milwaukee, Saturday. 

21. West Virginia (17-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 8 Texas, Monday. 

22. TCU (16-6) did not play. Next: at No. 
3 Baylor, Saturday. 

23. Oklahoma State (16-6) did not play. 
Next: at TCU, Wednesday. 

24. Stanford (16-8) beat No. 6 Oregon 
78-65. Next: vs. Utah, Friday. 

25. California (15-8) lost to No. 16 Or¬ 
egon State 68-48. Next: vs. Colorado, 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Fairfield 55, Manhattan 52 
Florida St. 66, Pittsburgh 59 
Fordham 76, Rhode Island 64 
George Mason 65, Saint Joseph’s 57 
George Washington 63, St. Bonaven- 
ture 56 

Louisville 84, Syracuse 77 
Northeastern 73, Delaware 59 
Penn St. 74, Michigan St. 59 
Quinnipiac 90, Iona 47 
Rutgers 63, Michigan 56 
Seton Hall 75, Butler 64 
St. John’s 70, Xavier 36 
UConn 106, Cincinnati 65 
UMass69, La Salle 66 
UNC Wilmington 59, Hofstra 55 
William & Mary 75, Towson 63 
SOUTH 

Arkansas 74, Alabama 66 
Charlotte 80, FlU 57 
Drexel 80, Coll, of Charleston 53 
Duquesne 78, Richmond 70 
Elon 50, James Madison 43 
Georgia 69, Mississippi 45 
Georgia Tech 60, Clemson 48 
LSU 72, Kentucky 70 
Miami 92, North Carolina 72 
NC State 72, Boston College 54 
Notre Dame 72, Duke 54 
Southern Miss. 71, Marshall 61 
Tennessee 74, Vanderbilt 64 
UAB 66, Louisiana Tech 61 
MIDWEST 

Creighton 74, Marquette 73 
Dayton 74, VCU 64 
DePaul 81, Providence 47 
Drake 84, Missouri St. 65 
Illinois St. 63, Valparaiso 55 
Indiana 78, Northwestern 73 
Iowa 92, Minnesota 84 
Loyola of Chicago 71, Bradley 61 
Maryland 64, Nebraska 57 

N. Iowa 71, S. Illinois 63 
Purdue 73, Illinois 54 
Saint Louis 88, Davidson 72 
SOUTHWEST 
Texas A&M 78, Auburn 59 
UTEP 66, UTSA 53 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 72, Washington 70 
Arizona St. 77, Washington St. 51 
Denver 86, Fort Wayne 65 
Oregon St. 68, California 48 
Stanford 78, Oregon 65 
Utah 78, Colorado 74 


Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC 
World super middleweight title. 

Feb. 22 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Joseph Diaz, Jr. vs. Victor Ter¬ 
razas, 12, for Diaz’s NABO featherweight 
title. 

Feb. 24 

At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Wisak- 
sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 
12, for Wangek’s WBC World super fly¬ 
weight title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWil¬ 
liams Arroyo, 10, junior bantamweights; 
Brian Viloria vs. Artem Dalakian, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World flyweight title. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 1 

At Tokyo, Luis Nery vs. Shinsuke Ya- 
manaka, 12, for Nery’s WBC World ban¬ 
tamweight title; Ryosuke Iwasa vs. Er¬ 
nesto Saulong, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior 
featherweight title. 

March 3 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., De- 
ontay Wilder vs. Luis Ortiz, 12, for Wild¬ 
er’s WBC World heavyweight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Igor Mikhalkin, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO-IBO light heavyweight ti¬ 
tles; Dmitry Bivol vs. Sullivan Barrera, 12, 
for Bivol’s WBA World light heavyweight 
title. 


Phoenix Open 

PGA TOUR 
Sunday 

At TPC Scottsdale 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Purse; $6.9 million 
Yardage: 7,216; Par: 71 
(x-won on first playoff hole) 

Final 

x-G.Woodland, $1,242,000 67-68-67-64-266 -18 
Chez Reavie, $745,200 68-65-67-66-266 -18 

O. Schniederjns, $400,200 68-68-68-65-269 -15 

B.steele, $400,200 68-67-67-67-269 -15 

B. DeChambeau, $242,363 66-66-68-70-270 -14 

C. Hadley, $242,363 66-68-68-68-270 -14 

Matt Kuchar., $242,363 71-68-64-67-270 -14 
Phil Mickelson, $242,363 70-65-66-69-270 -14 
Brian Gay, $193,200 67-68-68-68-271 -13 

Martin Laird, $193,200 68-67-68-68-271 -13 
Daniel Berger, $141,450 68-65-68-71-272 -12 
Rickie Fowler, $141,450 66-66-67-73-272 -12 
James Hahn, $141,450 70-67-66-69-272 -12 
Chris Kirk, $141,450 66-68-68-70-272 -12 

Jon Rahm, $141,450 67-68-65-72-272 -12 

V. Taylor, $141,450 67-68-70-67-272 -12 

Beau Hossler, $100,050 70-68-64-71-273 -11 
Patrick Reed, $100,050 71-66-69-67-273 -11 
X. Schauffele, $100,050 68-67-66-72-273 -11 

J. Thomas, $100,050 68-68-71-66-273 -11 

Martin Flores, $80,040 70-68-68-68-274 -10 
Alex Noren, $80,040 71-68-65-70-274 -10 

B. Hun An, $66,240 68-67-72-68-275 -9 

B. Snedeker, $66,240 69-67-71-68-275 -9 

Scott Stallings, $66,240 69-65-74-67-275 -9 

A. Baddeley, $51,060 72-68-66-70-276 -8 

Bill Haas, $51,060 64-72-66-74-276 -8 

C. Hoffman, $51,060 72-68-68-68-276 -8 

Luke List, $51,060 69-68-69-70-276 -8 

Nick Watney, $51,060 68-68-70-70-276 -8 

Austin Cook, $39,133 70-69-68-70-277 -7 

Patton Kizzire, $39,133 70-68-69-70-277 -7 
Jason Kokrak, $39,133 70-69-68-70-277 -7 
M. Leishman, $39,133 69-71-68-69-277 -7 

Steve Strieker, $39,133 68-67-73-69-277 -7 
Kevin Chappell, $39,133 69-72-68-68-277 -7 
Rory Sahhatini, $39,133 74-66-69-68-277 -7 
John Huh, $31,740 68-69-71-70-278 -6 

H. Varner III, $31,740 73-67-70-68-278 -6 

F. Molinari, $28,290 70-69-71-69-279 -5 

K. Streelman, $28,290 71-69-70-69-279 -5 

B. Watson, $28,290 67-69-71-72-279 -5 

K. Bradley, $22,770 68-70-70-72-280 -4 

C. Camphell, $22,770 68-71-68-73-280 -4 

Lucas Glover, $22,770 71-68-74-67-280 -4 

Adam Hadwin, $22,770 70-65-74-71-280 -4 
Billy Horschel, $22,770 66-73-71-70-280 -4 
Derek Fathauer, $17,802 70-71-70-70-281 -3 
Kevin Na, $17,802 69-70-71-71-281 -3 

Ben Silverman, $17,802 71-68-70-72-281 -3 
C. Smith, $17,802 69-67-74-71-281 -3 

R. Garrigus, $16,091 71-69-69-73-282 -2 

J. Lovemark, $16,091 70-67-71-74-282 -2 

Ian Poulter, $16,091 70-69-68-75-282 -2 

Nick Taylor, $16,091 69-71-73-69-282 -2 

Peter Uihlein, $16,091 68-72-73-69-282 -2 

Emiliano Grille, $15,318 68-69-72-74-283 -1 
Zach Johnson, $15,318 71-70-71-71-283 -1 
John Peterson, $15,318 70-70-71-72-283 -1 
Kevin Tway, $15,318 73-68-73-69-283 -1 

C. Villegas, $15,318 70-71-71-71-283 -1 

Si Woo Kim, $14,766 74-67-70-73-284 E 

Colt Knost, $14,766 71-66-72-75-284 E 

C.T. Pan, $14,766 71-68-70-75-284 E 

Shane Lowry, $14,421 70-71-74-71-286 +2 

Brian Stuard, $14,421 69-71-72-74-286 +1 

Blayne Barher, $14,145 73-68-75-71-287 +3 
Ben Martin, $14,145 69-70-77-71-287 +3 

T. V. Aswegen, $13,938 70-70-74-74-288 +4 
Cody Grihhie, $13,731 69-71-78-71-289 +5 

G. Murray, $13,731 71-70-75-73-289 +5 

Charlie Beljan, $13,524 73-68-72-78-291 +7 

Maybank Championship 

Sunday 

Saujana Golf and Country Club 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Yardage: 7,186; Par: 72 
Final 

Shuhhankar Sharma, India 70-69-66-62-267 
Jorge Campillo, Spain 69-66-66-68-269 
Ryan Fox, New Zealand 68-68-68-66-270 
Pahio Larrazahal, Spain 70-70-64-66-270 
Nino Bertasio, Italy 68-65-70-69-272 

Dylan Frittelli, South Africa 69-66-66-71-272 
Ryo Ishikawa, Japan 74-66-63-69-272 

Khalin H Joshi, India 67-70-65-70-272 

Hideto Tanihara, Japan 71-64-68-69-272 
Berry Henson, US 69-68-65-71-273 

M. Kieffer, Germany 69-66-71-68-274 

Joost Luiten, Netherlands 72-68-66-68-274 
Mathieu Pavon, France 70-67-70-67-274 
Paul Peterson, US 69-70-65-70-274 

Remain Wattel, France 67-73-65-69-274 
Lee Westwood, England 72-62-70-70-274 
Benjamin Hehert, France 69-70-65-71-275 
Scott Jamieson, Scotland 68-69-69-69-275 

P. Khongwatmai, Thailand 68-65-70-72-275 
David Lipsky, United States 67-68-71-69-275 
Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France 66-71-67-71-275 
Andy Sullivan, England 71-66-71-67-275 

Also 

Yutalkeda, Japan 70-64-71-74-279 

Henrik Stenson, Sweden 72-67-73-70-282 


Pro baseball 


Feb 14 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 29 — Opening Day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 


St. Petersburg Open 

Sunday 
Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Singles 
Final 

Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic, def. 
Kristina Mladenovic (4), France, 6-1, 6-2. 

Taiwan Open 

Sunday 
Taipei Arena 
Taipei, Taiwan 
Singles 
Final 

Timea Babos (4), Hungary, def. Kat- 
eryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 7-5, 6-1. 

Davis Cup 

WORLD GROUP 
First Round 

Winners advance to quarterfinals, April 
6-8; losers to WG Playoffs, Sept. 15-17 
France 3, Netherlands 1 
At Albertville, France 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Thiemo de Bakker, Netherlands, def. 
Lucas Pouille, France, 7-6 (4), 6-3,6-3. 

Richard Gasquet, France, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 6-4, 7-6 (3), 3-6, 7-5. 

Doubles 

P.-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut, 
France, def. Robin Haase and Jean-Julien 
Rojer, Neth., 7-6 (6), 6-3, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (2). 

Reverse Singles 

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Robin 
Haase, Neth., 4-6, 7-6 (5), 7-5, 6-7 (2), 7-5. 

Richard Gasquet, France, vs. Thiemo de 
Bakker, Netherlands, abandoned. 

Italy 3, Japan 1 
At Morioka, Japan 
Surface:_Hard-lndoor 

Fabio Fognini, Italy, def. Taro Daniel, Ja¬ 
pan, 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Yuichi Sugita, Japan, def. Andrea Seppi, 
Italy, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (1). 

Doubles 

Simone Bolelli and Fabio Fognini, Italy, 
def. Ben Mclachlan and Yasutaka Uchiya- 
ma, Japan, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (3), 7-5. 

Reverse Singles 

Fabio Fognini, Italy, def. Yuichi Sugita, 
Japan, 3-6, 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 7-5. 

Spain 3, Britain 1 
At Marbelia, Spain 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Liam 
Broady, Britain, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Roberto 
Bautista Agut, Spain, 4-6, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 


Pablo Carreno Busta and Feliciano Lo¬ 
pez, Spain, def. Dominic Inglot and Jamie 
Murray, Britain, 6-4, 6-4,7-6 (4). 

Reverse Singles 

A. Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Cameron 
Norrie, Britain, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, vs. Liam 
Broady, Britain, abandoned. 

Germany 3, Australia 1 
At Pat Rafter Arena 
Brisbane, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Alexander Zverev, Germany, def. A. de 
Minaur, Australia, 7-5, 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Nick Kyrgios, Australia, def. Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, 6-4, 6-4,6-4. 

Tim Puetz and Jan-Lennard Struff, Ger¬ 
many, def. Matthew Ebden and John Peers, 
Australia, 6-4, 6-7 (1), 6-2, 6-7 (4), 6-4. 

Reverse Singles 

Alexander Zverev, Germany, def. Nick 
Kyrgios, Australia, 6-2, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Alex de Minaur, Australia, vs. Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, abandoned. 

Croatia 3, Canada 1 

At Osijek, Croatia 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Peter Polan- 
sky, Canada, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Viktor 
Galovic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2. 

Marin Cilic and Ivan Dodig, Croatia, def. 
Daniel Nestor and Vasek Pospisil, Canada, 
2-6, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5, 6-2. 

Reverse Singles 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-4,6-4,6-4. 

United States 3, Serbia 1 
At Nis, Serbia 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 

Sam Ouerrey, United States, def. Laslo 
Djere, Serbia, 6-7 (4), 6-2,7-5,6-4. 

John Isner, U.S, def. Dusan Lajovic, Ser¬ 
bia, 6-4, 6-7 (7), 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (4). 

Doubles 

Ryan Harrison and Steve Johnson, Unit¬ 
ed States, def. Nikola Milojevic and Miljan 
Zekic, Serbia, 6-7 (3), 6-2, 7-5, 6-4. 

Reverse Singles 

Pedja Krstin, Serbia, def. Steve John¬ 
son, United States, 6-1, 7-5. 

Laslo Djere, Serbia, vs. John Isner, U.S., 
abandoned. 

Belgium 3, Hungary 1 

At Liege, Belgium 
Surface:_Hard-lndoor 

Ruben Bemelmans, Belgium, def. M. 
Fucsovics, Hungary, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Attila Bala- 
zs, Hungary, 6-4, 6-4, 6-0. 

Doubles 

A. Balazs and Marton Fucsovics, Hun¬ 
gary, def. Ruben Bemelmans and Joris De 
Loore, Belgium, 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (2), 4-6, 7-5. 

Reverse Singles 

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Marton Fuc¬ 
sovics, Hungary, 7-5, 6-4, 3-6, 6-2. 

Zsombor Piros, Hungary, def. Julien 
Cagnina, Belgium, 6-3,7-6 (3). 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL 



Laurence Kesterson/AP 


Villanova forward Eric Paschall shoots over Seton Hall center Angel 
Delgado during the second half Sunday in Philadelphia. 

College basketball roundup 


No. 1 Villanova 
gets Super victory 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Villanova 
turned the site of its latest romp 
into the scene of a Super Bowl 
pep rally. 

The final horn caused a cel¬ 
ebration — not just because the 
Wildcats won, but to signal the 
certain Eagles bash ahead. 

Omari Spellman hit six three- 
pointers and had 26 points, 11 
rebounds and helped No. 1 Vil¬ 
lanova kick off a rousing day in 
Philadelphia sports with a 92-76 
win over Seton Hall on Sunday. 

The Wildcats (22-1, 9-1 Big 
East) won their ninth straight 
game in front of a crowd dotted 
with green jerseys and chanting 
for the Eagles hours before the 
Super Bowl. 

“I love the Eagles,” Villanova 
coach Jay Wright said, “but this 
is way more important to me.” 

Villanova’s win served as the 
sports appetizer for a city abso¬ 
lutely whipped into a frenzy, with 
fans lined up hours before kickoff 
around the block to get into sports 
bars to watch the Eagles play the 
New England Patriots. 

Mikal Bridges, who scored 17 
points, hit a three with 2:22 left for 
a 21-point lead that seemed to serve 
as the cue for fans to turn their full 
attention toward the Super Bowl. 
They put on dog masks (an Eagles 
rallying symbol) and chanted “We 
Want Brady!” 

For about 25 minutes, the Pi¬ 
rates (17-6, 6-4) served the Wild¬ 
cats a serious scare. 

Villanova’s Eric Paschall 
slammed into the court with such 
a thump it could be heard way up 
high and subbed out for a quick 
breather on the bench. Paschall’s 
timeout was brief He hit a three 


that tied the game at 48-all. 

Jalen Brunson, a top candidate 
for national player of the year, 
followed with another three that 
snapped a tie game and served as 
the offensive flare that Nova was 
set for its usual decisive run. 

No. 17 Ohio State 75, Illinois 
67: Keita Bates-Diop scored a 
career-high 35 points and had 13 
rebounds for host Ohio State. 

The Buckeyes (20-5, 11-1 Big 
Ten) played without suspended 
guard Kam Williams. Jae’Sean 
Tate added 11 points. 

Mark Alstork paced Illinois 
(12-12, 2-9) with 19 points. 

No. 25 Arizona State 88, 
Washington State 78: Shannon 
Evans II scored 23 points and 
Romello White added 21 for visit¬ 
ing Arizona State. 

Tra Holder had 20 for the Sun 
Devils (17-6, 5-6 Pac-12). 

Malachi Flynn scored 22 for 
Washington State (9-13, 1-9), 
which has lost five in a row. 

Colgate 69, Navy 64: Jordan 
Swopshire had 16 points, with 
four three-pointers, and nine re¬ 
bounds to help visiting Colgate 
beat Navy. 

Swopshire and Francisco 
Amiel made three-pointers on 
back-to-back possessions and 
Amiel capped the 8-0 run with 
two free throws to give Colgate a 
55-54 lead — its first since 34-33. 

Hasan Abdullah hit a deep 
three-pointer at 55.9 to pull Navy 
within 66-64, but Swopshire was 
left open after a high screen and 
sank a three. Navy’s Shawn An¬ 
derson missed a three and Col¬ 
gate ran out the clock. 

Tom Lacey scored 13 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds for 
Navy (15-10, 6-6). 


NHL scoreboard NHL roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

52 36 13 3 75 187 134 


70 164 121 

65 172 150 

50 143 163 

8 50 134 151 

6 50 139 164 

9 43 132 176 

___ __ 9 37 117 171 

Metropoiitan Division 


54 30 19 

50 22 22 

51 21 22 

53 22 25 
51 17 25 


Washington 52 30 
New Jersey 51 27 16 

Pittsburgh 54 29 22 
Columbus 52 27 21 
Philadelphia 52 24 19 
N.Y. Islanders 53 26 22 
Carolina 53 24 21 
N.Y. Rangers 52 25 22 


65 162 152 
62 154 151 
61 164 162 
58 137 147 
57 150 154 
57 177 192 
56 143 162 
55 155 160 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

53 31 13 9 71 172 l ' 


50 31 12 7 

54 32 19 3 

53 30 19 4 

52 28 19 5 

51 28 19 4 

52 24 20 8 

Pacific Division 
52 35 13 

52 28 


156 127 
67 153 134 
64 165 139 
61 153 150 
60 164 149 
56 153 145 


19 


74 177 140 
8 64 152 142 

5 61 148 126 

8 60 147 149 

53 25 18 10 60 147 149 

. 48 138 161 

48 137 168 
33 119 182 
point 


50 22 24 
52 21 25 


Sfc 

Edmonton 
Vancouver 

Arizona 52 12 31 

Note: Two points for___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Sunday’s games 
Vegas 4, Washington 3 
San Jose 3, Carolina 1 
Montreai 4, Ottawa 1 

Monday’s games 
Anaheim at Toronto 
Nashville at N.Y. Islanders 
N.Y. Rangers at Dallas 
Tampa Bay at Edmonton 

Tuesday’s games 
Vegas at Pittsburgh 
Anaheim at Buffalo 
Washington at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
New Jersey at Ottawa 
Boston at Detroit 
Vancouver at Florida 
Minnesota at St. Louis 
Arizona at Winnipeg 
Calgary at Chicago 
San Jose at Colorado 

Wednesday’s games 
Nashville at Toronto 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 
Edmonton at Los Angeles 

Sunday 

Canadiens 4, Senators 1 

Ottawa 0 1 0-1 

Montreal 0 3 1-4 

Second Period— 1, Ottawa, Hoffman 
13, 2:05. 2, Montreal, Retry 8 (Pacioretty, 
Galchenyuk), 6:16 (pp). 3, Montreal, Le- 
hkonen 3 (Scherbak, Mete), 7:54 (pp). 4, 
Montreal, Lehkonen 4 (Plekanec, Galla¬ 
gher), 18:47. 

Third Period— 5, Montreal, Plekanec 
5, 16:57. 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 10-5-11-26. 
Montreal 7-20-8-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 1; Montreal 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Condon 4-8-4 (35 

shots-31 saves). Montreal, Price 15-19-4 
(26-25). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:29. 

Sharks 3, Hurricanes 1 

San Jose 2 1 0-3 

Carolina 1 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Meier 12 

(Donskoi, Burns), 4:06. 2, Carolina, Aho 
19 (Staal), 17:58. 3, San Jose, Tierney 13 
(Karlsson, Boedker), 19:24. 

Second Period— 4, San Jose, Burns 9 
(J.Ryan, J.Ward), 2:03. 

Shots on Goal-San Jose 12-8-6-26. 
Carolina 5-12-13-30. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 0; Carolina 0 of 1. 

Goalies-San Jose, Dell 13-4-3 (30 
shots-29 saves). Carolina, C.Ward 15-7-2 
(26-23). 

A-11,614 (18,680). T-2:18. 

Golden Knights 4, Capitals 3 

Vegas 1 1 2-4 

Washington 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Washington, Stephen¬ 
son 5 (Niskanen, Beagle), 7:22. 2, Vegas, 
Carpenter 1 (Schmidt, Bellemare), 16:06. 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Ni¬ 
skanen 4 (Kuznetsov, Orlov), 8:38. 4, 
Vegas, Smith 15 (Marchessault, Tuch), 
18:53 (pp). 

Third Period— 5, Washington, Back- 
strom 11 (Burakovsky, Djoos), 0:52. 6, Ve¬ 
gas, Smith 16 (Karlsson, Marchessault), 
9:21. 7, Vegas, Tuch 10 (Carpenter, Belle¬ 
mare), 14:48. 

Shots on Goal— Vegas 11-9-11—31. 
Washington 8-9-6-23. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
1; Washington 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Vegas, Fleury 15-4-2 (23 

shots-20 saves). Washington, Grubauer 
4-7-3 (31-27). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:21. 


Golden Knights 
rally past Caps 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Persever¬ 
ance paid off the Alex Tuch and 
the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Tuch scored the go-ahead 
goal with 5:12 remaining, and 
the Golden Knights defeated the 
Washington Capitals 4-3 Sunday 
in a matchup of division leaders. 

Vegas rallied three times from 
one-goal deficits to beat Wash¬ 
ington for the second time this 
season. 

“We never gave up. I thought 
we played our best game in two 
weeks, I really did, even though 
we were behind most of the 
[day],” Golden Knights coach Ge¬ 
rard Gallant said. “It was only a 
one-goal lead every time, so we 
kept battling and we worked hard 
and that’s something our team 
has done all year long.” 

On Tuch’s shot from in close. 
Capitals goalie Philipp Grubauer 
tied to corral the loose puck, but 
knocked it into the net with his 
catching hand. Washington chal¬ 
lenged the play for goaltender in¬ 
terference, but the goal stood. 

“We were working hard down 
low and getting a lot of good op¬ 
portunities,” Tuch said. “One was 
bound to go in and I got pretty 
lucky that it went off my stick and 
snuck between his legs there.” 

It was Tuch’s first tally since 
Jan. 5, snapping an 11-game 
stretch without a goal. 

Nicklas Backstrom gave Met¬ 
ropolitan Division-leading Wash¬ 
ington a 3-2 lead 52 seconds into 
the third period. Reilly Smith tied 
it when he scored his second goal 
of the game on a wrist shot from 
the left circle at 9:21. 

Marc-Andre Fleury, who had 
consecutive shutouts against 
Washington coming in, stopped 
20 shots. 

Ryan Carpenter had a goal and 
an assist for the Golden Knights, 
leaders of the Pacific Division. 
Jonathan Marchessault and 


Pierre-Edouard Bellemare each 
had two assists, and Tuch also 
had an assist. 

Matt Niskanen had a goal and 
an assist for Washington. Chan¬ 
dler Stephenson scored his third 
goal in his last three games after 
netting two in his first 36. 

Grubauer had 27 saves for 
Washington, which is 2-3-2 in its 
last seven. 

“We’re just giving up too good 
of chances right now,” Niskanen 
said. “Ideally, you wouldn’t give 
up many chances at all because 
you’re attacking and you have the 
puck more. But at the very least 
we’ve got to deflect the puck to 
the outside and keep things to the 
perimeter.” 

Sharks 3, Hurricanes 1: Brent 
Burns had a goal and an assist, 
leading San Jose to the road win. 

Timo Meier and Chris Tierney 
scored, and Aaron Dell stopped 
29 shots for this first win in two 
weeks. The Sharks never trailed as 
they won their second straight fol¬ 
lowing a four-game losing streak. 

Sebastian Aho scored for the 
Hurricanes, who missed a chance 
to move into sole possession of 
the Eastern Conference’s final 
playoff spot. Cam Ward made 23 
saves. 

Canadiens 4, Senators 1: Art- 
turi Lehkonen broke out of a 24- 
game scoring slump with a pair of 
goals, powering visiting Montreal 
to the victory. 

Lehkonen had not scored since 
he had two goals on Oct. 30 in an 
8-3 win over the Senators. 

Jeff Petry and Tomas Plekanec 
also scored for the Canadiens, 
who were coming off a win over 
Anaheim on Saturday. Carey 
Price made 25 saves. 

Mike Hoffman scored for the 
Senators, who had won their 
previous two games, including a 
shootout victory Saturday in Phil¬ 
adelphia. Mike Condon stopped 
31 shots. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Colin Miller, left, takes a stick to 
the nose from Washington Capitals right wing Devante Smith-Pelly in 
the second period Sunday in Washington. 
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Celtics forward Al Horford launches the winning shot at the buzzer of Sunday’s game against the 
Portland Trail Blazers in Boston. The Celtics won 97-96. 


Roundup 

Horford, Celtics top Blazers 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Al Horford made a 15-foot jumper at 
the buzzer and the Boston Celtics topped the Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers 97-96 on Sunday, giving New 
England fans a few hours to get home before the 
Super Bowl. 

The crowd at TD Garden was dotted with jerseys 
for Patriots stars Tom Brady and Rob Gronkowski. 
A Philadelphia Eagles fan shown on the Jumbotron 
repeatedly got booed. 

Horford finished with 22 points and 10 rebounds 
in Boston’s fourth straight win. 

Damian Lillard shot just 6-for-19, but scored 
Portland’s final eight points, including a three-point 
play with 7.2 seconds remaining to give the Blazers 
a 96-95 lead. 

CJ McCollum led the Blazers with 22 points and 
Lillard had 21. 

Lakers 108, Thunder 104: Brook Lopez scored 
20 points, Julius Randle added 19 and visiting Los 
Angeles handed Oklahoma City its fourth straight 
loss. 

Jordan Clarkson scored 18 points and Brandon 
Ingram added 16 for the Lakers, who have won six 
of eight. 

Russell Westbrook scored 36 points and Paul 
George added 26 for the Thunder. Oklahoma City 
had won eight in a row before its current skid. 

Raptors 101, Grizzlies 86: Delon Wright scored 
15 points, and host Toronto pulled away in the fourth 
quarter. 

DeMar DeRozan and Fred VanVleet each scored 
13 points as the Raptors improved to 21-4 at home. 
Jonas Valanciunas had 12 points, and Kyle Lowry 
finished with 11. 

Toronto is 14-3 when VanVleet scores 10 or more 
points. He matched his career high with seven re¬ 
bounds and had eight assists. 

Hawks 99, Knicks 96: Kent Bazemore’s three- 
pointer with 6.7 seconds left lifted visiting Atlanta 
to the victory. 

The Hawks rallied from a 93-87 deficit in the final 
2:16. 

Bazemore was wide open in the left corner and 
hit for a 98-96 lead. Tim Hardaway Jr. then stepped 
on the line trying to inbound, giving the ball back to 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook 
(0) shoots as Los Angeles Lakers center Brook 
Lopez defends on Sunday in Oklahoma City. 


Atlanta. 

After Dewayne Dedmon made one of two foul shots, 
Hardaway missed a potential tying three-pointer. 

Bucks 109, Nets 94: Eric Bledsoe scored 28 
points, John Henson had 19 points and 18 rebounds, 
and Milwaukee easily extended its winning streak 
over host Brooklyn to 10 games. 

Bucks star Giannis Antetokounmpo departed 
after twisting his right ankle with about 7 Vi minutes 
left. He finished with 16 points and eight rebounds. 

Khris Middleton also had 16 points for the Bucks, 
who improved to 6-1 since firing Jason Kidd and 
moved a season-best six games over .500 at 29-23. 

Hornets 115, Suns 110: At Phoenix, Nicolas 
Batum scored 22 points and Charlotte rallied from a 
21-point deficit in the second half 

Kemba Walker and Dwight Howard added 18 
apiece for the Hornets, who staged their biggest 
comeback of the season and matched their season 
best with three straight wins. 

Rookie Josh Jackson scored a career-high 23 and 
T. J. Warren added 21 for the Suns. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Lakers 108, Thunder 104 


Atlantic Division 
W L 

Boston 39 15 . 

Toronto 36 16 . 

Philadelphia 25 25 . 

New York 23 31 . 

Brooklyn 19 35 . 

Southeast Division 

Washington 
Miami 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 
Orlando 

Cleveland 
Milwaukee 
Indiana 
Detroit 
Chicago 


29 24 .547 I'/i 

23 29 .442 7 


16 37 . 

15 36 . 

Centrai Division 

30 21 . 

29 23 . 

30 24 . 


25 26 .490 5 

18 34 .346 12'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 28 24 

Memphis 18 34 

Dallas 17 36 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 34 22 

Oklahoma City 30 24 

Portland " " 


13 .745 - 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 


Pacific Division 


28 25 .528 4'/2 

24 28 .462 8 


12 .774 - 

25 .510 14 

31 .404 ISVi 

36 .333 23'/2 

36 .308 24'/2 


L.A. Clippers 113, Chicago 103 
Detroit 111, Miami 107 
Indiana 100, Philadelphia 92 
Washington 115, Orlando 98 
Houston 120, Cleveland 88 
Denver 115, Golden State 108 
Minnesota 118, New Orleans 107 
Utah 120, San Antonio 111 
Dallas 106, Sacramento 99 
Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 99, New York 96 
Boston 97, Portland 96 
Milwaukee 109, Brooklyn 94 
Toronto 101, Memphis 86 
L.A. Lakers 108, Oklahoma City 104 
Charlotte 115, Phoenix 110 
Monday’s games 
Portland at Detroit 
Washington at Indiana 
Orlando at Miami 
Utah at New Orleans 
Charlotte at Denver 
Chicago at Sacramento 
Dallas at L.A. Clippers 

Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Orlando 
Boston at Toronto 
Houston at Brooklyn 
Memphis at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at New York 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 


Sunday 

Celtics 97, Trail Blazers 96 

PORTLAND - Turner 0-3 0-0 0, Aminu 4- 
13 0-0 11, Nurkic 7-13 0-0 14, Lillard 6-19 7-8 
21, McCollum 9-22 1-2 22, Harkless 7-12 0-0 
19, Davis 3-5 1-2 7, Collins 0-0 0-0 0, Con- 
naughton 0-4 2-2 2. Totals 36-91 11-14 96. 

BOSTON - Tatum 6-14 2-2 17, Horford 
8-12 4-4 22, Baynes 3-5 2-2 8, Rozier 5-18 0- 
0 11, Brown 6-15 0-0 16, Ojeleye 2-7 0-0 6, 
Nader 2-8 1-2 7, Yabusele 1-2 1-3 4, Theis 
2-4 2-4 6, Allen 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-85 12- 
17 97. 

Portland 26 28 19 23-96 

Boston 19 19 31 28-97 

Three-point Goals—Portland 13-31 
(Harkless 5-5, McCollum 3-6, Aminu 3-9, 
Lillard 2-9, Connaughton 0-2), Boston 15-36 
(Brown 4-7, Tatum 3-5, Horford 2-2, Nader 
2-6, Ojeleye 2-7, Yabusele 1-2, Rozier 1-7). 
Fouled Out—Nurkic. Rebounds—Portland 
46 (Nurkic, Harkless, Aminu 8), Boston 51 
(Horford 10). Assists—Portland 21 (Lillard 
9), Boston 24 (Rozier, Horford, Tatum 5). 
Total Fouls—Portland 17, Boston 16. Tech¬ 
nicals—Boston coach Celtics (Defensive 
three second). A-18,624 (18,624). 


Raptors 101, Grizzlies 86 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 4-10 2-2 12, Green 
4-9 2-3 11, Gasol 6-16 6-7 20, Harrison 6-12 

2- 2 16, Selden 3-12 2-3 8, Ennis III 3-7 2-2 9, 
Martin 0-5 4-4 4, Rabb 1-2 0-0 2, Davis 1-3 
0-0 2, Chalmers 1-5 0-0 2, McLemore 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 29-81 20-23 86. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 3-9 0-0 6, Ibaka 

3- 7 0-0 7, Valanciunas 5-8 1-2 12, Lowry 4- 
11 2-2 11, DeRozan 5-14 3-4 13, Miles 1-3 
0-0 3, Powell 1-3 0-0 2, Siakam 4-9 2-2 10, 
Poeltl 4-4 1-1 9, D.Wright 6-9 2-2 15, VanV¬ 
leet 5-12 2-2 13. Totals 41-89 13-15 101. 

Memphis 24 20 30 12- 86 

Toronto 25 31 20 25-101 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 8-25 
(Harrison 2-5, Brooks 2-5, Gasol 2-5, En¬ 
nis III 1-1, Green 1-3, Martin 0-1, Chalm¬ 
ers 0-2, Selden 0-3), Toronto 6-35 (Miles 
1-2, Valanciunas 1-2, D.Wright 1-4, Ibaka 
1-4, Lowry 1-6, VanVleet 1-6, DeRozan 0- 
2, Powell 0-2, Siakam 0-3, Anunoby 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 
45 (Selden 7), Toronto 44 (Valanciunas 9). 
Assists—Memphis 17 (Gasol 5), Toronto 
21 (VanVleet 8). Total Fouls—Memphis 
23, Toronto 20. A-19,800 (19,800). 


L.A. LAKERS - Hart 5-6 2-2 14, Randle 
7-15 4-8 19, Lopez 8-18 0-0 20, Ingram 7-13 
1-3 16, Caldwell-Pope 5-11 2-3 13, Kuzma 
1-4 0-0 2, Nance Jr. 1-2 0-0 2, Brewer 2-4 
0-0 4, Caruso 0-1 0-0 0, Clarkson 6-12 2-2 
18. Totals 42-86 11-18 108. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-19 3-4 
26, Anthony 3-13 3-3 10, Adams 5-8 2-2 12, 
Westbrook 15-25 6-8 36, Ferguson 0-1 0-0 
0, Grant 3-6 3-6 9, Huestis 0-4 0-2 0, Pat¬ 
terson 1-3 0-0 3, Felton 2-6 0-0 5, Abrines 
1-4 0-0 3. Totals 40-89 17-25 104. 

L.A. Lakers 25 26 31 26-108 

Oklahoma City 22 27 30 25-104 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 13-30 
(Clarkson 4-7, Lopez 4-9, Hart 2-3, Ran¬ 
dle 1-2, Ingram 1-3, Caldwell-Pope 1-4, 
Kuzma 0-1, Brewer 0-1), Oklahoma City 
7-25 (George 3-6, Patterson 1-2, Felton 

1- 2, Anthony 1-4, Abrines 1-4, Ferguson 
0-1, Huestis 0-2, Westbrook 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 40 
(Hart 11), Oklahoma City 46 (Anthony 
13). Assists—L.A. Lakers 24 (Lopez, In¬ 
gram 5), Oklahoma City 17 (Westbrook 
9). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 20, Oklahoma 
City 18. Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach 
Luke Walton, Oklahoma City coach Thun¬ 
der (Defensive three second), Anthony, 
Adams, George. A—18,203 (18,203). 

Bucks 109, Nets 94 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-11 0-2 16, 
Antetokounmpo 7-13 1-1 16, Henson 8-14 

3- 5 19, Bledsoe 12-20 1-1 28, Snell 0-4 0-0 
0, Parker 2-4 6-6 11, Maker 4-8 0-0 8, Del- 
lavedova 0-12-2 2, Terry 0-0 0-0 0, Vaughn 
0-0 0-0 0, Brown 0-4 4-4 4, Kilpatrick 2-2 
0-0 5. Totals 42-81 17-21 109. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 5-11 2-3 15, Acy 

2- 6 2-2 7, Allen 7-11 0-0 14, Dinwiddle 3- 
11 2-2 9, Crabbe 5-14 0-0 11, Webb III 1-4 
0-0 2, Okafor 3-5 1-2 7, Russell 1-8 0-0 3, 
Stauskas 1-2 0-0 3, LeVert 6-7 3-4 15, Har¬ 
ris 3-11 1-1 8. Totals 37-90 11-14 94. 

Milwaukee 36 26 21 26-109 

Brooklyn 22 19 31 22- 94 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 8-19 
(Bledsoe 3-8, Middleton 2-3, Parker 1-1, 
Kilpatrick 1-1, Antetokounmpo 1-2, Mak¬ 
er 0-1, Dellavedova 0-1, Brown 0-1, Snell 
0-1), Brooklyn 9-29 (Carroll 3-5, Staus¬ 
kas 1-1, Russell 1-1, Crabbe 1-4, Acy 1-4, 
Dinwiddle 1-6, Harris 1-6, Webb III 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Russell. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 54 (Henson 18), Brooklyn 36 
(Allen 7). Assists—Milwaukee 19 (Bled¬ 
soe 6), Brooklyn 25 (Dinwiddle 10). Total 
Fouls—Milwaukee 16, Brooklyn 19. Tech¬ 
nicals—Brooklyn coach Nets (Defensive 
three second). A-14,392 (17,732). 

Hawks 99, Knicks 96 

ATLANTA - Prince 5-10 0-013, Dedmon 

4- 9 3-4 12, Plumlee 2-3 0-0 4, Schroder 2- 
16 6-6 10, Bazemore 7-17 1-3 19, Muscala 

6- 8 0-0 15, Collins 2-8 2-3 6, Delaney 1-4 
2-2 5, Belinelli 3-7 0-0 8, Dorsey 3-5 0-1 7. 
Totals 35-87 14-19 99. 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 3-9 2-3 9, 
Porzingis 9-20 2-5 22, Kanter 5-10 0-0 10, 
Jack 5-10 0-0 11, Lee 3-10 1-1 7, Thomas 0- 
0 0-0 0, Beasley 3-9 0-0 6, McDermott 3-8 
0-0 6, O’Quinn 4-6 3-4 11, Ntilikina 0-2 0-0 
0, Burke 6-10 1-2 14. Totals 41-94 9-15 96. 
Atlanta 21 23 25 30-99 

New York 22 16 33 25-96 

Three-point Goals—Atlanta 15-33 (Baze¬ 
more 4-7, Muscala 3-5, Prince 3-5, Belinelli 
2-4, Delaney 1-2, Dedmon 1-3, Dorsey 1-3, 
Schroder 0-4), New York 5-23 (Porzingis 2- 
6, Burke 1-2, Jack 1-3, Hardaway Jr. 1-3, Nti¬ 
likina 0-1, Beasley 0-2, McDermott 0-2, Lee 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlan¬ 
ta 44 (Dedmon 14), New York 48 (Kanter 
12). Assists—Atlanta 25 (Delaney 8), New 
York 16 (Jack 4). Total Fouls—Atlanta 12, 
New York 16. Technicals—Atlanta team, 
Atlanta coach Hawks (Defensive three 
second). A-19,441 (19,812). 

Hornets 115, Suns 110 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 3-7 2-2 
8, Kaminsky 1-7 2-2 4, Howard 6-15 6-9 
18, Walker 6-19 4-5 18, Batum 7-15 5-5 22, 
Zeller 2-2 3-3 7, Carter-Williams 3-5 0-0 8, 
Graham 6-10 1-1 15, Lamb 6-16 2-2 15. To¬ 
tals 40-96 25-29 115. 

PHOENIX - Warren 8-14 4-4 21, Bender 

7- 9 0-0 18, Chandler 1-3 1-1 3, Booker 7-14 
0-0 18, Jackson 10-14 0-0 23, Dudley 0-2 
0-0 0, House 2-4 1-1 5, Len 2-3 4-4 8, Ulis 

1- 4 0-0 2, Daniels 3-10 3-3 12. Totals 41-77 
13-13 no. 

Charlotte 25 23 38 29-115 

Phoenix 31 28 35 16-110 

Three-point Goals—Charlotte 10-38 
(Batum 3-9, Carter-Williams 2-3, Graham 

2- 5, Walker 2-10, Lamb 1-6, Howard 0-1, 
Kaminsky 0-4), Phoenix 15-29 (Booker 4-5, 
Bender 4-6, Jackson 3-4, Daniels 3-8, War¬ 
ren 1-1, Ulis 0-1, Dudley 0-2, House 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 
43 (Howard 14), Phoenix 39 (Chandler 10). 
Assists—Charlotte 24 (Batum, Walker 5), 
Phoenix 24 (Booker 9). Total Fouls—Char¬ 
lotte 17, Phoenix 25. Technicals—Phoenix 
coach Suns (Defensive three second), 
Warren. A-14,487 (18,055). 
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OLYMPICS/SUPER BOWL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


IOC rejects 15 Russians 
whose bans were lifted 


By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — The Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee on Monday rejected a 
request to invite 15 Russians to the Pyeongchang 
Winter Games just days after the athletes’ doping 
bans were overturned by the Swiss-based Court of 
Arbitration for Sport. 

The 13 active athletes and two retired athletes 
working in support roles were among a group of 28 
athletes whose bans were overturned by CAS on 
Thursday. The ban on 11 other Russians was upheld. 

Russia Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev de¬ 
nounced the IOC move as “shameful.” 

“This decision is unfair, unlawful, amoral and po¬ 
litically charged,” Medvedev said on Facebook. 

The IOC said as-yet unpublished new evidence — 
not examined in the CAS process — gave rise to new 
doping suspicions about the 15 Russians. The Krem¬ 
lin argued the CAS decision meant the 15 should be 
treated as clean. 

“We very much regret it. We expected that the 
CAS decision would dispel all suspicions against 
the athletes,” Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. “We’re convinced 
that the CAS ruling has proved that such suspicions 
had no grounds.” 

In a statement Monday, the IOC said part of its 
ruling was because “the full reasoning for these de¬ 
cisions had not been made public” by CAS. 

The IOC said “the decision of the CAS had not 
lifted the suspicion of doping, or given the panel suf¬ 
ficient confidence to recommend... those 13 athletes 
could be considered as clean.” 

Briefly 


The IOC said the two coaches “should not be con¬ 
sidered for an invitation” because of previous evi¬ 
dence available to the IOC. 

The IOC said it had “additional elements and/ 
or evidence” that included “traces of prohibited 
substances and evidence of steroid profile manip¬ 
ulation.” It said this raised questions about the “in¬ 
tegrity of these athletes.” 

The IOC did not name the athletes, but Russian 
officials have said they include two gold-medal win¬ 
ners from the 2014 Sochi Olympics — cross country 
skier Alexander Legkov and skeleton athlete Alex¬ 
ander Tretiakov. They join dozens of other Russians 
who haven’t been convicted of any doping offenses 
but failed to pass the IOC vetting for an invitation. 

The ruling by the sports court was a blow to the 
IOC and has shifted some of the focus away from 
Friday’s opening of the Games in frigid South Korea 
with about 3,000 athletes participating. 

Speaking at the Olympic village, IOC President 
Thomas Bach on Monday repeated again his dis¬ 
quiet over the CAS ruling and said an appeal was 
possible. 

“We are extremely disappointed with this CAS 
decision,” Bach said. “We will clearly review it. If 
we can appeal it, we will appeal it.” 

Russian officials and athletes have said they’re 
also planning more legal action. 

The IOC has invited 169 Russians to compete in 
Pyeongchang as “Olympic Athletes from Russia” 
under a neutral flag, but has said it reserves the 
right to review and appeal the CAS decision. 

Nataliya Vasilyeva In Moscow contributed to this report. 


Woodland beats Reavie in playoff 


Associated Press 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Gary 
Woodland beat Chez Reavie with 
a par on the first hole of a play¬ 
off Sunday in the Waste Manage¬ 
ment Phoenix Open. 

Playing three groups ahead of 
Reavie, Woodland birdied three 
of the last four holes for a 7-under 
64 — the best round of the day — 
to finish at 18-under 266 at TPC 
Scottsdale. 

“I’m kind of overwhelmed right 
now,” Woodland said. “I’ve played 
well the last five years, I think I 
had six second-place finishes. I 
just haven’t put four rounds to¬ 
gether. That was the struggle last 
year.” 

Woodland celebrated with wife 
Gabby and son Jaxson Lynn, who 
was born a month premature in 
June. They were expecting twins, 
but lost one of the fetuses in a 
miscarriage. 

“For him to be here, it’s obvi¬ 
ously a miracle,” Woodland said. 
“I’m just so excited to share this 
with him and my family. Hope¬ 
fully, it’s the start of something 
special.” 

Reavie made a 20-foot birdie 
putt on the par-4 18th to force the 
PGA Tour’s fourth straight play¬ 
off and the event’s third overtime 
finish in a row. 

“It’s right up there with the 
putt I made to win in Canada,” 
the 36-year-old former Arizona 


State player said. “It was a lot of 
fun. Fortunately, I walked up and 
I really got a good read off it right 
away.” 

In the playoff on 18, Woodland 
hit short of the green from the left 
fairway bunker and chipped to 2 
feet to set up his third PGA Tour 
victory and first since 2013. 

“It’s been coming. We knew it 
the last month,” Woodland said. 
“And sure enough today it all 
clicked and I made some putts 
early, gave me some confidence 
and really hit the ball well com¬ 
ing down the stretch.” 

Reavie missed the green left in 
the playoff and couldn’t get an 11- 
footer to fall. 

Nassar sentenced again 
to 40 to 125 years 

CHARLOTTE, Mich. — The 
former sports doctor whose serial 
sexual abuse of girls and young 
women upended the gymnastics 
world was sentenced Monday to a 
third prison term of 40 to 125 years 
for molesting young athletes at an 
elite Michigan training center. 

Larry Nassar listened to doz¬ 
ens of victims for two days last 
week and was almost attacked 
by a man whose three daughters 
said they were abused. His final 
sentence comes after he pleaded 
guilty to penetrating young ath¬ 
letes with ungloved hands when 
they sought treatment for injuries 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Gary Woodland celebrates on 
the 18th green after a one-hole 
playoff against Chez Reavie in 
the Phoenix Open on Sunday. 

at Twistars, a gymnastics club 
that was run by a 2012 U.S. Olym¬ 
pic coach. 

Nassar’s conduct “robbed these 
girls and women of one of the most 
truly important human qualities: 
trust,” Judge Janice Cunningham 
said. 

The sentence is largely sym¬ 
bolic because the 54-year-old is 
already assured of spending the 
rest of his life in prison. 



Eagles fans celebrate the team’s Super Bowl victory against the 
Patriots on Sunday in downtown Philadelphia. 


Philly cleaning up 
after celebrations 


By Dave Zeitlin and 
Kristen De Groot 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Phila¬ 
delphia was cleaning up Monday 
after pockets of Super Bowl vic¬ 
tory celebrations turned unruly 
overnight, with rowdy Eagles 
fans smashing department store 
windows, looting a gas station 
convenience store and toppling 
a number of the city’s famously 
greased light poles. 

The vast m^ority of revelers 
celebrated peacefully, and only 
three arrests were made, said 
Ajeenah Amir, a spokeswoman 
for Mayor Jim Kenney. 

“Tens of thousands came out 
and celebrated this amazing vic¬ 
tory, and but for a handful of bad 
actors the celebration was peace¬ 
ful and jubilant,” Amir said. She 
lauded police for “their assistance 
in getting the crowds dispersed 
and people home safely.” 

Just as Nick Foies and the Ea¬ 
gles clinched a surprising 41-33 
victory over the New England 
Patriots in Minneapolis for the 
team’s first Super Bowl title Sun¬ 
day night, the scene more than 
1,000 miles away in Philly was 
jubilation and pandemonium. 

As time expired, crowds spilled 
into the streets to celebrate the 
Eagles’ first NFL championship 
since 1960. 

Revelers shot off fireworks, 
drivers beeped their horns and 
Philadelphians young and old 
descended on Broad Street, the 
main thoroughfare that last host¬ 
ed a mqjor championship parade 
in 2008 for the Phillies’ World Se¬ 
ries win. 

“The city deserved it,” said 66- 
year-old Lou Potel, who threw a 
party at his home just off Broad 
before joining a much bigger 
party outside. “It’s a great city, 
and now we have a Super Bowl to 
go along with it.” 

Some of the pockets of unruly 
fans clambered atop the awning 
at the swanky Ritz Carlton Hotel 
near City Hall, jumping off into 
the crowd in what one Twitter 
post called “Ritz Carlton Skydiv¬ 


ing.” The awning later collapsed 
with a large group of people on 
top of it. It’s not clear if anyone 
was injured. 

Nearby, windows were smashed 
at a Macy’s department store and 
at an Old Navy clothing store. 

And apparently no amount 
of grease in the world can keep 
some drunken Eagles fans from 
climbing poles in celebration. A 
few managed to shimmy up traf¬ 
fic lights and street sign poles. 

Amir said there were reports 
of some injuries from falls near 
light poles but no exact numbers 
were available. 

Vandals were seen having an 
apparent food fight inside a gas 
station’s convenience store, yell¬ 
ing “Everything is free!” and 
overturning a car outside a hotel. 
After 1 a.m., the only people al¬ 
lowed inside the 24-hour Wawa 
convenience store near City Hall 
were police officers. 

Disorderly fans weren’t only 
found in the Philadelphia area. 

Mourning the Patriots’ loss, 
fights broke out at UMass-Am- 
herst and a crowd threw objects 
and set off smoke bombs and fire¬ 
crackers, campus police said. Po¬ 
lice used pepper balls to disperse 
the crowd. 

Officials in the western Mas¬ 
sachusetts town said those trans¬ 
ported to hospitals suffered from 
head injuries, lacerations and 
alcohol intoxication. Police say 
those arrested face criminal 
charges, and students would face 
punishment under the student 
code of conduct. 

In Boston, fans inside the Ban¬ 
shee Bar came to terms with a 
rare loss for Tom Brady. Some, 
however, took it in stride. 

“I’ve got nothing to complain 
about,” Boston resident Bill 
Crowley said. “It’s the greatest 
dynasty in NFL history and this 
loss tonight doesn’t change that. 

“They’ll be back,” Conor Hob- 
ert added. “One hundred percent, 
they’ll be back.” 

Associated Press writers Mark Pratt 
in Boston and freelance writer Ignacio 
Laguarda In Boston contributed to this 
report. 
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Eagles head coach Doug Pederson, right, talks to Nick Foies during the first half Sunday against the 
Patriots in Minneapolis. Pederson’s aggressive piaycalling helped the Eagles to a 41-33 victory. 


Pederson's aggressive 
playcalling key for Philly 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Doug Ped¬ 
erson called for a pass to his quar¬ 
terback on fourth down, went for 
2-point conversions when the 
chart said otherwise and stuck 
with the same aggressive ap¬ 
proach in the biggest game of his 
coaching career. 

The Philadelphia Eagles are 
Super Bowl champions because 
they weren’t intimidated and 
wouldn’t back down just like their 
coach. 

“We just wanted to stay aggres¬ 
sive,” Pederson said. “My men¬ 
tality coming into the game was 
that I was going to stay aggres¬ 
sive with Nick (Foies), and allow 
his playmakers to make plays. 

They made one big play after 
another in a 41-33 victory over the 
New England Patriots on Sunday 
night to win the franchise’s first 
NFL title since 1960. 

Pederson was criticized for 
being too aggressive in his rookie 
season when the Eagles were 7-9. 
He didn’t change his philosophy 
this year, but his players executed 
the plays. 

On fourth down from the 1 with 
34 seconds left in the first half, 
running back Corey Clement took 
a direct snap and pitched to tight 
end Trey Burton, who threw to 
Foies for a touchdown that gave 
Philadelphia a 22-12 lead. 

“A quarterback going out on a 
route? I was pumped to go over 
there and talk to Doug and we 
agreed to do it,” Foies said. “We 
worked on it for a long time and 
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Eagles quarterback Nick Foies 
catches a pass from tight end 
Trey Burton for a touchdown 
against the Patriots during the 
first half Sunday. 

executed perfectly. We’ve been 
working on it for a month.” 

Burton was recruited as a 
quarterback out of high school 
by Florida. He was confident he’d 
make the right throw and Foies 
would make the catch on a play 
called “Philly Special.” 

“Coach has some guts,” Bur¬ 
ton said. “People don’t realize 
how great of an athlete Nick is. I 
would’ve thrown to him even if he 
was covered. He would’ve gone 


up to get it.” 

Other teams who failed to 
topple New England after taking 
leads in playoff games were too 
conservative. Atlanta blew a 28-3 
lead in last year’s Super Bowl and 
Jacksonville had a 20-10 fourth- 
quarter lead in the AFC champi¬ 
onship game. 

But the Eagles never let up the 
same way they went after Minne¬ 
sota in a 38-7 win in the NFC title 
game two weeks ago. 

“We wanted to be aggressive,” 
running back Jay Ajayi said. “We 
understood that this is a team that 
doesn’t quit, that plays four quar¬ 
ters and we were going to have to 
be aggressive all game long. We 
showed that. We wanted to set the 
tone early and we wanted to keep 
our foot on the gas.” 

Pederson’s aggressive nature 
almost backfired when he went 
for a 2-point conversion early in 
the second quarter because Jake 
Elliott had missed an extra point 
on the team’s first score. When 
it failed, the Eagles led 15-3 and 
that loomed large when they 
fell behind 33-32 in the fourth 
quarter. 

But Pederson didn’t hesitate 
going for fourth-and-1 from the 
Eagles 45 with 5:39 left in the 
game and the team trailing by 
one point. Foies tossed a 2-yard 
pass to Zach Ertz and later con¬ 
nected with Ertz on the go-ahead 
TD pass. 

“Doug has been aggressive 
since he came here,” Ertz said. 
“That’s part of our identity. It’s 
a big reason we’re here and now 
we’re champions.” 


Foies catches TD 
pass; Brady misses 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Nick Foies 
caught a pass, for a touchdown no 
less. 

Tom Brady had one fall off his 
fingertips. 

The difference in winning and 
losing? Perhaps not. Still, Foies’ 
Philadelphia Eagles beat Brady’s 
New England Patriots 41-33 in 
Sunday’s Super Bowl. And while 
the Eagles’ stunning trick play 
worked, the Patriots didn’t have 
the magic. 

Near the end of the first half. 
Foies got Philadelphia to the New 
England 1. A third-down pass to 
Alshon Jeffery fell incomplete. 
Coach Doug Pederson never hesi¬ 
tated, as he rarely does in such 
situations, calling a timeout to set 
up the critical play. 

What he came up with was sub¬ 
lime, if quite a bit unorthodox. 

Foies lined up in the slot, while 
rookie Corey Clement took a di¬ 
rect snap. Clement pitched to 
tight end Trey Burton, a former 
quarterback at Florida. Foies slid 
into the right side of the end zone, 
uncovered. 

Touchdown. Philadelphia 22, 
New England 12. 

“Yeah, that was something 
we’ve been working on, and 
Doug and I were talking, and he 


^IVe caught that in 
practice every time, f 

Tom Brady 

Patriots QB 


was like, ‘Let’s just run it.’ It was 
a good time,” Foies said. “And 
the end was a little wider than 
I thought, so I was like, ‘I really 
need to sell like I’m not doing 
anything.’ 

“And it worked. Trey made an 
amazing throw. I just looked it 
in and, yeah, we’ve repped it for 
a while, so I was excited to get it 
run in the Super Bowl.” 

Brady had the much tougher 
play, which came three snaps after 
New England lost receiver Bran- 
din Cooks to a concussion. It was 
earlier in the second period and 
might have hit for a long gain. 

From the shotgun, the 40-year- 
old league MVP handed to James 
White as the halfback ran right to 
left. Brady then meandered into 
the flat as White pitched to Danny 
Amendola. The wideout’s lob 
slipped off Brady’s outstretched 
hands — with no defender in 
sight. 

“I’ve caught that in practice 
every time,” Brady said. 

Just not in the Super Bowl. 





Matt York/AP 

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady can’t catch a pass 
from Danny Amendola during the first half Sunday against the 
Philadelphia Eagles in Minneapolis. 
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2018 Super Bowl records 

RECORDS SET 
Individual 

Most Yards Passing, Game — 505, Tom 
Brady, New England vs. Philadelphia (Old 
record: 466, Tom Brady, New England vs. 
Atlanta, 2017). 

Most Yards Passing, Career — 2,576, 
Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Passing Attempts, Career — 357, 
Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Passing Compietions, Career 

— 235, Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Passing Touchdowns, Career 

— 18, Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Games, Career — 8, Tom Brady, 
New England. 

Most Games, Career, Head Coach — 8 

Bill Belichick, New England. 

Team 

Most Total Net Yards, Two Teams — 

1,151, New England vs. Philadelphia. (Old 
record: 929, Washington (602) vs. Denver 
(327), 1988). 

Most Total Net Yards, One Team — 

613, New England (Old record: 602, Wash¬ 
ington vs. Denver, 1988). 

Most Yards Passing, Game — 500, New 
England vs. Philadelphia (Old record: 
442, New England vs. Atlanta, 2017). 

Most Yards Passing, Both Teams, 
Game — 874, New England (500) vs. Phil¬ 
adelphia (374) (Old record: 682, New Eng¬ 
land (442) vs. Atlanta (240), 2017). 

Most First Downs Passing, Game, Both 
Teams — 42, New England vs. Philadel¬ 
phia (Old record: 39, New England (26) 
vs. Atlanta (13), OT 2017). 

Most Points, Game, Losing Team — 33, 
New England (Old record: 31, San Fran¬ 
cisco vs. Baltimore, 2013). 

Fewest Punts, Game, Team — 0, New 
England. 

Fewest Punts, Game, Both Teams — 1, 
New England vs. Philadelphia. 

Most Missed PAT Conversions, Game, 
Both Teams — 4, New England vs. Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Most Super Bowl Appearances — 10, 

New England. 

RECORDS TIED 
Individual 

Most Passes, None Intercepted, Game 

— 48, Tom Brady, New England. 

Most First Downs, Both Teams, Game 

— 54, New England (29) vs. Philadelphia 
(25) (Old record: 54, New England (37) vs. 
Atlanta (17), 2017). 

Most Field Goals, Game, Both Teams 

— 5, New England (2) vs. Philadelphia (3) 
(Old record: 5, held by three others). 

Most Passes, Game, Both Teams — 93, 
New England (49) vs. Philadelphia (44) 
(Old record: 93, San Diego 55, San Fran¬ 
cisco (38), 1995). 

Most Touchdown Passes, Game, Both 
Teams — 7, New England vs. Philadel¬ 
phia. (Old record: 7, Pittsburgh (4), Dal¬ 
las (3), 1979; San Diego (1), San Francisco 
(6), 1995). 

Fewest Times Sacked, Game, Team 

— 0, Philadelphia. 

Fewest Times Sacked, Game, Both 
Teams — 1, New England vs. Philadel- 

Fewest Punt Returns, Game, Both 
Teams — 0, New England vs. Philadel- 

Fewest Yards, Punt Returns, Game, 
Both Teams — 0, New England vs. Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Fewest Fumbles, Game, Team — 0, 

Philadelphia. 

Fewest Fumbles Lost, Game, Team 

— 0, Philadelphia. 

Most Missed PAT Conversions, Game, 
Team — 3, Philadelphia. 


Brady's record night not enough 

Patriots QB throws playoff-high 505 yards, but couldn’t pull off comeback 



Eric Gay/AP 


Patriots quarterback Tom Brady sits on the field after fumbling against the Eagles during the second half 
Sunday in Minneapoiis. The Eagles’ strip-sack led to a field goal that secured Philadelphia’s 41-33 win. 


By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The ball 
had just been whacked out of 
Tom Brady’s right hand at the 
worst possible moment for the 
New England Patriots, giving the 
Philadelphia Eagles the ball just 
before the two-minute warning. 

Brady sat on the turf, resting his 
arms on his knees with a pose of 
resignation. Once he reached the 
sideline and plopped down on the 
bench, he lowered his head and 
stared down for several seconds. 

This was surely not the end of 
his unparalleled and sure-bet- 
for-the-Hall-of-Fame career, but 
at age 40 there’s no guarantee 
this wasn’t the last time he played 
in a Super Bowl. 

“It’s a team sport. The Eagles 
played a better game today,” Brady 
said. “They deserve to win. That’s 
why we’re not the champs.” 

The fumble, forced by Brandon 
Graham and picked up by Derek 
Barnett, put the Eagles in posi¬ 
tion for a field goal that pushed 
their lead to eight points. Brady 
and the Patriots had one last pos¬ 
session, but his final heave from 
midfield was batted down to give 
the Eagles their first Super Bowl 
trophy with a 41-33 victory and 
drop Brady’s career record in the 
title game to 5-3. 

The all-time leader with eight 
career postseason fourth-quarter 
comebacks, Brady wasn’t able to 
notch a ninth. 

“We obviously didn’t make 
enough plays in the red zone and 
turned the ball over one time,” 
offensive coordinator Josh Mc¬ 
Daniels said. “If we have a turn¬ 
over that leads to some points for 
them, and you fail to score a cou¬ 
ple of touchdowns in the first part 
of the game, generally speaking 
against a really good team, it usu¬ 
ally comes back to bite you.” 


Brady already owns a healthy 
share of the NFL record book, but 
there’s a new entry that he and 
all of New England would prefer 
to erase. Brady became the first 
quarterback in NFL history to 
lose a game, in the regular season 
or the playoffs, despite passing for 
500 or more yards, three or more 
touchdowns and no interceptions. 

“You always hope you come out 
on the winning end of the shoot¬ 
out,” Brady said. “We didn’t win 
it today.” 

Brady finished 28-for-48 for 
505 yards and three scores and a 
115.4 passer rating. He has two of 
the three 400-yard passing games 
in Super Bowl history, with his 
466 yards in last season’s over¬ 
time win over Atlanta and Kurt 
Warner’s 414 yards for the St. 


Louis Rams in a victory over the 
Tennessee Titans 18 years ago. 

“I’ve played in eight of them, 
and they’re all good games. Today, 
we had our opportunities,” Brady 
said. “Never really got control of 
the game. Never really played on 
our terms. Just didn’t make plays 
when we needed to.” 

This was the second time Brady 
was voted the NFL’s Most Valu¬ 
able Player and lost in the Super 
Bowl, a contrast he also experi- 
ence(l 10 years ago. 

In fact, the past nine winners 
of the Associated Press MVP 
award to reach the big game have 
lost. The others were Kurt War¬ 
ner (2001), Rich Gannon (2002), 
Shaun Alexander (2005), Peyton 
Manning (2009 and 2013), Cam 
Newton (2015) and Matt Ryan 


(2016). 

Brady led the league in 2017 
with 4,577 passing yards, despite 
losing standout wide receiver Ju¬ 
lian Edelman to a knee injury, so 
he sure hasn’t been slowing down. 
There’ve been reports of friction 
between Brady, coach Bill Belich¬ 
ick and owner Robert Kraft, but 
any potential dysfunction didn’t 
deter him. He was all smiles dur¬ 
ing his interview sessions during 
the week, wondering with seem¬ 
ing sincere curiosity why there’s 
been so much media fixation on 
when he’ll ever retire. This one, 
though, had to hurt. 

“No one is going to feel sorry 
for us,” Brady said. “We’ll evalu¬ 
ate like we always do. I’m sure ev¬ 
eryone is pretty tired after a long 
year. That’s football.” 


Without Butler, Pats’ defense gets pushed around 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — So many times this 
season. New England’s defense made plays 
when it had to give Tom Brady and the Pa¬ 
triots offense a chance to win. 

But with the man responsible for the 
biggest defensive plays in Patriots’ Super 
Bowl history watching from the bench, it 
couldn’t figure out the Philadelphia Eagles 
in a 41-33 loss Super Bowl loss on Sunday. 

Malcolm Butler, whose interception in 
the end zone sealed New England’s Super 
win over Seattle in the 2015 Super Bowl, 
didn’t play a defensive snap on Sunday. 

Bill Belichick said only that they “put 
the best players in the game plan like we 
always do.” Defensive coordinator Matt 
Patricia said Butler was in parts of the 
game plan, but those parts weren’t used in 
the game. 

Butler missed a day of practice last week 
with an illness. He warmed up and was in 
uniform, but watched the game’s biggest 
moments from the sideline. It was the first 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Patriots comerback Stephon Gilmore, 
top, breaks up a pass intended for the 
Eagles’ Alshon Jeffery during the first haif. 

Patriots game in which Butler did not play 
a first quarter snap since their Super Bowl 
win over Seattle to cap the 2014 season. 
He started 17 of New England’s previous 
18 games entering Sunday, including both 


playoff victories. 

He seemed exasperated afterward, tell¬ 
ing reporters: “I ain’t got nothing to say.” 

Without him. New England’s defense 
— and particular the secondary — had 
trouble keeping Foies and Philadelphia’s 
offense in check. 

New England allowed 41 points, more 
than they have given up in any Super Bowl 
in the Belichick era. It also surrendered 
538 total yards, including 373 through the 
air to MVP Nick Foies. LeGarrette Blount, 
a former Patriots running back, rushed 14 
times for 90 yards and touchdown. 

Eric Rowe started in Butler’s place. He 
struggled early, giving up three catches for 
66 yards, including Foies’ first touchdown 
pass to Alshon Jeffery. 

Butler’s teammates seemed confused 
by the change, which comerback Stephon 
Gilmore said they didn’t find out until 
game time. 

“Could he have helped us out? I don’t 
know. He wasn’t out there, so I don’t know,” 
Gilmore said. “We just couldn’t never get 


off the field. I mean, we could never make a 
play to give the ball back out our offense.” 

The Eagles punted only once in the game 
and converted on a pair of fourth downs. 

The Patriots offense did its part. It didn’t 
punt and had no turnovers through three 
quarters. After playing from behind most 
of the night, Brady gave New England its 
first lead of the game, 33-32 on a 4-yard 
touchdown pass to Rob Gronkowski with 
9:22 to play. 

But when the Patriots needed a hero late, 
no one was able to make a big play. 

And on the ensuing drive New England 
safety Devin McCourty couldn’t keep Zach 
Ertz from stretching the ball across the 
goal line for an 11-yard touchdown recep¬ 
tion from Foies that wound up being the 
game winner. 

The Patriots entered with 159-15 record, 
including a perfect 16-0 in the playoffs, 
when they won the turnover battle. 

They had the first one of the night, on an 
interception by safety Duron Harmon in 
the first half But it wasn’t enough. 
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Philadelphia tight end Zach Ertz (86) dives into the end zone over New England Patriots free safety Devin McCourty for a touchdown during 
the second half of Super Bowl Lll on Sunday, in Minneapolis. The Eagles won 41-33. 

Eagles outduel Patriots for title 

Philadelphia captures 
team’s Ist Super Bowl 


Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Torrey Smith, right, runs against New England Patriots 
free safety Devin McCourty on Sunday in Minneapolis. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — As their delirious fans 
sang their theme song and their owner lifted 
the Lombardi Trophy, the Philadelphia Eagles 
finally could breathe freely. 

Yo, Philly, you really did beat Tom Brady 
and the New England Patriots in a thrilling 
Super Bowl that rewrote the offensive record 
book. 

Nick Foies guided the drive of a lifetime, 
Zach Ertz made a hobbling touchdown catch 
that had to survive replay review, and an ex¬ 
hausted defense came up with two stands in 
the final moments Sunday for a 41-33 victory. 
For the first time since 1960, the Eagles are 
NFL champions. 

“Fly Eagles Fly,” indeed. 

“We’ve played this game since we were 
little kids, we dreamed about this moment,” 
game MVP Foies said. “There’s plenty of kids 
watching this game right now dreaming about 
this moment and someday will be here.” 

In a record-setting shootout between back¬ 
up QB Foies and five-time champ Brady of the 
favored Patriots, Foies led a pressure-packed 
75-yard drive to the winning touchdown, 11 
yards to Ertz with 2:21 to go. 

Then Brandon Graham strip-sacked Brady 
and Derek Barnett recovered, setting up 
rookie Jake Elliot’s 46-yard field goal for an 
8-point lead. 

Brady got his team to midfield, but his des¬ 
peration pass fell to the ground in the end 
zone. 

“For us, it was all about one stop we had to 
make. We went out here and made that one 
stop,” Graham said. 


The underdog Eagles (16-3), even injured 
starting quarterback Carson Wentz, came 
bolting off the sideline in ecstasy while Brady 
sat on the ground, disconsolate. 

It was the first Super Bowl title for Phila¬ 
delphia (16-3), which went 7-9 last season. 

“If there’s a word [it’s] called everything,” 
Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie said. “That’s what 
it means to Eagles fans everywhere. And for 
Eagles fans everywhere, this is for them.” 

Super Bowl MVP Foies orchestrated the vic¬ 
tory with the kind of drive NFL MVP Brady, 
a five-time champion, is known for. The drive 
covered 14 plays, including a fourth-down 
conversion, and the Eagles had to survive a 
video replay after the ball popped into the air 


as Ertz crossed the goal line. 

“If they would have overturned that, I don’t 
know what would have happened to the city of 
Philadelphia,” Ertz said. “But I’m so glad they 
didn’t overturn it.” 

The touchdown stood — and so did thou¬ 
sands of green-clad Eagles fans who weren’t 
going to mind the frigid conditions outside US 
Bank Stadium once they headed out to cel¬ 
ebrate. But not before a rousing rendition of 
“Fly Eagles Fly” reverberated throughout the 
stands once the trophy was presented to Lurie. 
Later, fans danced along with the “Gonna Fly 
Now,” the theme from “Rocky,” the city’s best- 
known fictional underdog. 



Scoreboard 


Playoffs 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 
Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Oriando, Fia. 

AFC 24, NFC 23 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapoiis 

Philadelphia 41, New England 33 

Sunday 

Eagles 41, Patriots 33 

Phiiadeiphia 9 13 7 12-41 

New England 3 9 14 7-33 

First Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 25, 7:55. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 26, 4:17. 

Phi—Jeffery 34 pass from Foies (kick 
failed), 2:34. 

Second Quarter 

Phi-Blount 21 run (pass failed), 8:48. 
NE-FG Gostkowski 45, 7:24. 

NE-White 26 run (kick failed), 2:04. 
Phi—Foies 1 pass from Burton (Elliott 
kick), :34. 

Third Quarter 

NE—Gronkowski 5 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 12:15. 

Phi—Clement 22 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 7:18. 

NE—Hogan 26 pass from Brady (Gost¬ 
kowski kick), 3:23. 

Fourth Quarter 
Phi-FG Elliott 42, 14:09. 

NE—Gronkowski 4 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 9:22. 

Phi —Ertz 11 pass from Foies (pass 
failed), 2:21. 

Phi-FG Elliott 46, 1:05. 

A-67,612. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


25 


1-41.0 

0-0 


29 


0-0.0 


6-35 1-5 

_ 34:04 25:56 

INDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 

_: ig—Philadelphia, Blount 14-90, 

Aj'ayi 9-57, Agholor 1-9, Clement 3-8. New 
England, White 7-45, Lewis 9-39, Burk- 
head 3-18, Brady 1-6, Hogan 1-4, Cooks 
1 - 1 . 

Passing—Philadelphia, Foies 28-43-1- 
373, Burton l-l-O-l. New England, Brady 
28-48-0-505, Amendola O-l-O-O. 

Recieving—Philadelphia, Agholor 9- 
84, Ertz 7-67, Smith 5-49, Clement 4-100, 
Jeffery 3-73, Foies 1-1. New England, 
Gronkowski 9-116, Amendola 8-152, Ho¬ 
gan 6-128, White 2-21, Burkhead 1-46, 
Cooks 1-23, Dorset! 1-19. 

Missed Field Goals—New England, 
Gostkowski 26. 





Matt York/AP 


Philadelphia’s Jalen Mills 
celebrates on the field after 
the Eagles defeated the New 
England Patriots 41-33 in 
Super Bowl Lll on Sunday. 
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SUPER BOWL Lll 


Super Bowl MVP Foies an unlikely hero in Philly 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Philadelphia quarterback Nick Foies catches a touchdown pass from tight end Trey Burton during the 
first half of Super Bowl Lll on Sunday against the New England Patriots in Minneapolis. Foies also threw 
for three touchdowns in the Eagles' 41-33 victory and was named the game's most valuable player. 


Eagles’ backup QB 
had tumultous path 
to championship 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Cast aside 
once in Philadelphia, Nick Foies 
delivered the city its first Super 
Bowl title. 

He outdueled the great Tom 
Brady to do it. 

“Being a part of this and being 
drafted to Philadelphia, and 
being fortunate enough to come 
back and be a part of this team, to 
be a piece of this puzzle, I mean, 
it’s been a long time coming and 
I know there’s going to be a lot of 
celebrating tonight,” Foies said. 

Foies, who took over when 
Carson Wentz injured his right 
knee in mid-December, matched 
Brady, the five-time champion 
and three-time MVP, big play for 
big play Sunday in leading the 
Eagles past the New England Pa¬ 
triots 41-33. 

After an unusually slow start, 
Brady led the favored Patriots to 
scores on five of six possessions, 
and Foies kept right on coming, 
executing coach Doug Pederson’s 
aggressive calls. 

“I wasn’t worrying about the 
scoreboard, I wasn’t worrying 
about the time, I was just playing 
ball,” Foies said. “I think some¬ 
times you start worrying about 
that too much, it starts creeping 
in your brain. I was just playing, 
whatever play Doug called, I was 
just going to go out there and rip 
it.” 

After watching Brady put the 
Patriots ahead 33-32 with 9:22 
left. Foies drove the Eagles 75 
yards in 14 plays, hitting tight end 
Zach Ertz from 11 yards on third- 
and-7 for the go-ahead TD with 
2:21 left. 

That drive lasted a tick more 
than seven minutes and kept 


Brady cooling his cleats on the 
sideline while allowing the Ea¬ 
gles’ exhausted defenders to catch 
their collective breath in a game 
that featured 1,151 total yards, 
the most in any NFL game in the 
Super Bowl era. 

That meant the world when 
Brady got the ball back and Bran¬ 


don Graham swept in and jarred 
the ball loose for the game’s lone 
sack. Derek Barnett smothered it 
at the 31 with just over two min¬ 
utes remaining, and Jake Elliott’s 
46-yard field goal, the longest in 
a Super Bowl by a rookie, made it 
an eight-point cushion. 

It also gave Brady just a minute 


to work his magic. 

He started at his 9 with 58 sec¬ 
onds remaining and drove the Pa¬ 
triots to midfield before time ran 
out on New England as a despera¬ 
tion pass fell in the end zone. 

Brady threw for more yards — 
a playoff career-high 505 to Foies’ 
373 — but Foies matched Brady’s 


^Unbelievable.’ 

Nick Foies 

Philadelphia Eagles quarterback, after 
being named MVP of Super Bowl Lll 


three touchdown tosses and even 
caught another, hauling in tight 
end Trey Burton’s toss from the 

I that gave Philadelphia a 22-12 
halftime edge. It also made Foies 
the first player in Super Bowl his¬ 
tory to be on both ends of a touch¬ 
down pass in the same game. 

Foies had never caught a pass 
in the NFL before his TD grab. 

His only interception was a 
fluke, but it did help Brady and the 
Patriots staunch an early stumble 
to stay in it until the very end. 

Foies was 28 of 43 and wasn’t 
sacked. A third-round pick by 
former Eagles coach Andy Reid 
in 2012, Foies had tremendous 
success as a starter under Chip 
Kelly his sophomore season. He 
threw 29 TDs and two picks in 

II starts, including playoffs in 
2013. Foies posted a passer rating 
of 119.2, third-highest in league 
history. He tied an NFL record 
with seven TD passes in a game 
at Oakland in November 2013 and 
won an offensive MVP award at a 
Pro Bowl. 

But Foies was traded to St. Louis 
for Sam Bradford in March 2015. 
He lost his starting job to Case 
Keenum and asked for his release 
after Jared Goff was drafted No. 
1 overall when the Rams relo¬ 
cated to Los Angeles. Foies even 
considered hanging up his cleats 
before Reid persuaded him to go 
to Kansas City to be Alex Smith’s 
backup. 

Now he’s a folk hero for a fran¬ 
chise that had gone O-for-2 in 
Super Bowls, and for a legion of 
fans who were rooting for any¬ 
body other than the Patriots. 

“Just to be in this moment,” 
Foies said, shaking his head. 
“Unbelievable.” 


Graham’s strip-sack of Brady seals victory 



Matt York/AP 


Philadelphia's Brandon Graham strips the 
ball from the New England Patriots' Tom 
Brady during the fourth quarter Sunday. 
The Eagles recovered the fumble. 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The stage was set 
for another dramatic Super Bowl come¬ 
back for Tom Brady and the New England 
Patriots. 

That’s when Brandon Graham delivered 
one of the few defensive highlights in the 
most prolific offensive game in NFL histo¬ 
ry, ripping the ball out of Brady’s hands for 
a fumble that gave the Philadelphia Eagles 
their first Super Bowl title in franchise his¬ 
tory with a 41-33 victory on Sunday night. 

“When the fourth quarter came we had 
to go out there and make a stop,” Graham 
said. “As a defense we hadn’t been doing 
it all game. The offense carried us all the 
way through. At the end of the day we kept 
coming.” 

Rookie Derek Barnett recovered the 
loose ball and Eagles fans began celebrat¬ 
ing their first title since winning the 1960 
NFL championship in what proved to be a 
surprise ending. 

Brady had made the late-game come¬ 
back a specialty in winning a record five 


Super Bowl titles, including last year’s 
rally from 28-3 down to beat Atlanta in 
overtime. He also led late game-winning 
scoring drives to beat the Rams, Carolina 
and Seattle. 

The Eagles showed no sign of slowing 
Brady down on Sunday as he threw for a 
playoff-record 505 yards and three touch¬ 
downs, carving up the defense at will on a 
night when the Patriots did not punt once 
or turn it over until Brady’s late fumble 
with New England on its 33 with just more 
than two minutes remaining and poised for 
a comeback. 

That’s when Graham beat Shaq Mason 
off the line and reached his left hand out 
for Brady just before he was set to throw. 
Graham knocked the ball loose. 

“I knew I had a one-on-one with the 
guard,” Graham said. “I knew he likes to 
be aggressive so I tried to act like I was 
pulling. I snatched it right off and Tom 
Brady’s arm was right there and I went for 
the ball.” 

Barnett landed on it in what will go down 
as one of the most memorable plays in 


Philadelphia history. 

“BG made the play to win it,” Barnett 
said. “It was a good bounce. Right into my 
hands.” 

The fumble set up a field goal that gave 
the Eagles an eight-point lead and then 
the game ended when Brady’s desperation 
heave for Gronkowski in the end zone fell 
to the turf, sending green and white con¬ 
fetti to the field, emotional Eagles pouring 
out on the field and Brady on the ground in 
frustration. 

“We stuck together,” defensive lineman 
Fletcher Cox said. “Nobody panicked. We 
knew what we had to do to stop him. We 
knew it would come down to a couple of 
plays. We’ve been through the situation 
before. Guys just stepped up and make 
plays.” 

Graham was the one who delivered, pro¬ 
viding a defensive exclamation point in a 
game that featured a record 1,151 yards 
of offense by both teams, including 613 for 
the Patriots. 

“They made one good play at the right 
time,” Brady said. 
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